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STETTIN ROSTOCK AND BERLIN

BOMBER COMMAND OUT IN FORCE ON HITLER’S BIRTHDAY

While the Nazis were still celebrating Hitler’s birthday last night
aircraft of Bomber Command made three separate attacks on Germany,

Lancasters, Stirlings and Halifaxes raided Stettin, the Baltic port
for Berlin, Stirlings went to Rostock, and Mosquitos to Berlin,

The force which raided Stettin was by far the largest and began its

attack a few minutes before one o’clock, It was a brilliant moonlight

night, with no clouds, and our crews had no difficulty in finding the port.

A pilot who stayed on after dropping his bombs to make a special
reconnaissance report said there was very little flak when the raid began.

"I don’t think they could have been expecting us," he said, "because

although the flak was pretty weak when we arrived it became intense as the

attack progressed, .We dropped our bombs about 20 minutes after the raid

started and by then there were some really angry fires. We put our load down

into the middle of them and then, as we circled round the town, there were

explosions followed by red flames And clouds of black smoke,"

A. Halifax crew captained by an Australian, Sertg. J. Rudd, were making
their first war flight. On the way out to Stettin they flew over a flak

ship off the Danish coast. The ship at once opened fire and a shell hit

the starboard inner engine and put it out of action.

"We just couldn’t turn back on our first trip", the pilot said, "so we

went on. We still had more than. 150 miles to go but the three engines
worked well and not only got us to our target, but also got us back to our

base"

F/O F,M, Fisher, one of the Mosquito pilots who bombed Berlin, was

caught in a cone of searchlights while he was over the target, A few

seconds later he saw a night fighter coming straight for him and both of

them had to take violent evasive action to avoid a head-on collision,

F/O Fisher managed to "lift" his aircraft and he then got out of the

searchlights.

Another pilot saw a terrific flash in the Wilmersdorf district. The

pilot of the last Mosquito to leave the city saw several fires, one of

which was particularly large.

Stettin and Rostock, both on the Baltic, are of particular importance

to the Germans just now. Ever since the Russian war began the ports have

been crowded, with ships and the traffic has grown greatly as the Germans’

communications have increased and their shortage of railway stock has "become

more and more acute.

Stettin is 650 miles away from England and 50 miles beyond Berlin, It

is actually the port for Berlin, to which it is joined by a ship canzl. It

is also the terminus of several railways.

Rostock, 120 miles to the west, was at one time mainly of importance

as. a port in the Baltic timber and grain trade but when Hitler came to

power the Nazis built three aircraft component factories in the town. They

belong to the Heinkel concern and supply parts to the huge assembly works,

at Marienehe, roughly two and a half miles to the north.


