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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SPEECH BY THE RIGHT. HONOURABLE

C.R. ATTLEE, M.P., AT CAXTON HALL THIS (WEDNESDAY)
AFTERNOON, 21st APRIL, 1943:

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my privilege today to be the first speaker in a series of Win the War

talks wherein Ministers will tell you something of the part played by their depart-

ments in the common effort* I come "before you as Deputy Prime Minister and as

Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs.

In the first capacity it is nv duty to keep in general touch with every depart-

ment of Government, I must pay attention to the Home Front as well as to Foreign

affairs, to military matters as well as civil, to the pressing nec;ds of every day

and to long range problems of the future and of the post-war situation*

The whole scope of .Government activities and all the many facets of the war

effort must be kept in view by members of the War Cabinet, for it ,is in the War

Cabinet that major decisions of policy are taken. It is there too that a balance

must be struck and priorities established*

Some members of the War Cabinet hold portfolios with a large administrative

content, others have less detailed work. Some members will give special attention

to certain subjects, but it is the special function of the members of the War

Cabinet to see wide horizons and to see things in perspective*

If, therefore, I were 'bo speak to you today primarily as. Deputy Prime Minister

and as a member of the War Cabinet I should have to paint on a big canvas and should

give you a wide survey of the elements of the position as we see it at the present
time. I should have to touch at many points on the work of other Ministers some

of whom will be coming before you in the near future, I should have to try to

make one of those surveys which arc developed so brilliantly from time to time by
the Prime Minister in his speeches and broadcasts.,

I think that in the time at my disposed I shall act more wisely by deeding
with the particular side of the war effort with which I am concerned as a

Secretory of State, namely, the comradeship in War of Great Britain 'and the

Dominions*

When in 1940 our Allies on the Continent of Europe were struck down for a year

until the advent of Russia and the United States we stood odonc against the

dictators* That is true, provided that you understand by we, not just Great

Britain and Northern Ireland, but the British Ccmmonwealth and Empire, not just

44 millions of people in small islands in the Atlantic, but a-great company of

peoples, 500 millions of them, diverse in race and speech and colour, divided by

great distances but united in common loyalty and a common determination, I shall

not speak to you today of the war efforts of the Indian and Colonial Empire for

those are the charge of other colleagues of mine* I shall speak today of the

Dominions,

I want to tell you something of the mutual aid given and received by the

members of ths British Commonwealth with which I am immediately concerned, I say

mutual aid designedly. When Hitler provoked this war, Great Britain declared war

on Hitler. So did the Dominions. Each one of them freely took its own decision.

Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa all recognised that the war against

Hitler and Hitlerism was their war
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The mothers of the British Commonwealth inspired by the. game ideals

went into battle as brothers in arms, From the beginning of the war it has been

the endeavour of every Dominion and of Great Britain to bring to bear the maximum

effort against.the enemy in the most effective way.

There has never been any question of thinking of the war in purely

geographical terms. Resources have been pooled, Where one member had special

knowledge or technique or special facilities for the production of particular
commodities they have been available to others. It has always been a favourite

device of German propaganda to try to sow dissension between Allies by suggesting
that this one or that one is not. pulling its-full weight,

*

Much labour has been expended by Dr. Goebbels and his henchmen to try to create

jealousy between the various parts of the British Commonwealth but •'without success,

I know that at homo and overseas our people recognise and pay tribute to the work

both of the United Kingdom and of tho Dominion forces by sea, land and air.

The country is well aware of the splendid contribution of all the Dominions to

the fighting forces, Wo lonov/ well what it meant to us to' have Canadian divisions

in this country through all the dark times when invasion seemed imminent.

Wo are very conscious too of the splendid fighting qualities shown by the

Australians, New Zealand and South African forces in the Middle Eastern theatre of

war in Syria, in Ethiopia and in North Africa, , No have very fresh in our minds the

battle of El Alamein and the long pursuit of Rommel, The composition of the forced

of the incomparable Eighth Army was an epitome of the Commonwealth and Empire,

Less well-known perhaps but equally important has boon the readiness with which

call over the world forces from the various Dominions have, often at short notice,
taken up garrison duty at points of strategic importance. Everyone also is well

aware now of the magnificent contribution in personnel made by all the Dominions to

the air war. And so too the work of the Dominion Navies, especially that of Canada,
has brought to the war at sea a most valuable" accession of strength.

The Canadian Navy takes an ever increasing share in the protection of convoys

in, the West Atlantic, But it is well to rememrer that mutual aid in tho Commonwealth

is not a one way traffic. The greatest part of the burden of the war at s,ea and of

keeping open communications which enable the Dominions to play their part in tho war

by land and in tho air is necessarily borne by the Royal Navy, 1

There is. naturally a greater supply of trained officers of the fighting forces

in this country. They have been made available to help in the training of those

greatly expanded Dominion forces..

An admirable example of co-operation has been the Air Training Scheme, Here

Canada supplied the aerodromes at which, free from any interference by enemy attack,

training could take place. The young airmen came from the old courtly and from

the Dominions* The training staff and most of, the equipment to initiate the scheme

oame from this country. This great joint scheme has been one of the factors which

has enabled us'to attain/Superiority over, the enemy.

Similarly, in this old industrial country, there is a bigger supply of technicians.

These practical experts have been made available and sent to help in the remarkable

development of munition production which has been such a factor of this war,

Canada., Australia and South Africa in particular have done marvels in the turnover

from peace production to war work but naturally the experience in making munitions

of war was far greater in the old country.
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Technical advisers, machine tools and designs have gone out from here to the

Naturally, too in the early days military equipment was short overseas*

We were not toe -well supplied ourselves hut, as the flaw of munitions increased in

this country, streams of it have gone overseas to the Dominions,

Ships have been sent and aeroplanes, tanks and guns, machinery and many other

things have been carried in cur merchant ships guarded by the Navy across the

Atlantic and dawn to . the Antipodes, Canada has made immense strides in the

production of war vessels but for the most part Dominion Navies have depended on

ships built in the old country and -war vessels, or their use, have been freely
made available.

One may recall in this connection how, when’the Australian "Canberra" was

sunk in August, 1942, the Government of the United Kingdom made a gift to the

Australian Government of the cruiser "Shropshire", while a number of destroyers
were lent to the Royal Australian Navy for use in Australian waters.

There are of course far too many instances of mutual aid for me. to do more

than give just a few examples. While, as I have said, technical information and

the results of the research made in this country are made available to the

Dominions, I remember well visiting Canada and seeing admirable scientific work

being done there.

We draw great supplies of food and raw materials from the Dominions and men

from overseas come here not only to serve in the fighting forces, From Canada,

Australia, New Zealand and Newfoundland skilled lumbermen have come to cut our

home grown timber. In all these things there is no question of striking a balance

or assessing the value of this or that contribution. There is but one object in

the minds of all, mutual help and assistance.

I should like today to direct your minds to a theatre of war which is very

remote from tins country and is therefore perhaps not so fully understood. In the

Far East Japan is an enemy as ruthless and aggressive as Germany, Ever since she

adopted European methods she also followed the worst traditions of European

militarism and imperialism. Her record from the time of the' Sino-Japanese War of

1894 has been one of continual aggression. *

Just as Germany wants to dominate Europe and from Europe other continents, , so

Japan has set herself to become the dominant power in the Pacific, If Japan 'were

to succeed in the Far East it would be a disaster to civilisation. This fact is

very present to the minds of our fellow citizens in Australia and New Zealand.

They knew that Japan was biding her time but with true wisdom they sent their

forces to Europe and to North Africa to meet the immediate danger, from Germany,

YJe in our turn were conscious of the danger in the pacific hut the imminent

peril at home and our limited resources forbade us to make as full preparations as

we would have -wished to meet it. But the war in the par East is as much a United

Kingdom -war as the war in Europe is an Australian and New Zealand war. Our

determination to force Japan into unconditional surrender is just as strong as cur

determination to put an end to Hitler and Hitlerism.

v

Geographical considerations naturally support the commonsense view that

support of Australia and New Zealand can come more quickly and more easily from

the United States than from the United Kingdom. ■ Our instinct naturally, when the

danger in the Far East loomed menacingly over Australia and New Zealand, was to

send out men and supplies.

War supplies, plant, machinery, ships and aeroplanes, guns and other war'

equipment have indeed been sent from this country and a valuable contribution of

Spitfire squadrons, but naturally the troops for the immediate safety of those

countries to reinforce their own forces have come from the United States, The

time will come when Germany has been beaten to her knees when the whole ol our

forces will be available to be brought to bear against cur Far Eastern enemy.

/in the-meanwhile
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In the meanwhile Japan is paying on increasing toll to the Australian and

American forces, Y,re too are steadily increasing our strength in that theatre of

war and getting ready for the counter-attack which will naturally follow the

holding actions which we have been sustaining on the frontiers of India,

I should not like to close without a reference to the services performed by

the people of Southern Rhodesia both in fighting men and supplies and by the.people
of Newfoundland on sea and on land.

Me have in the statesmen of the Dominions men who, holding the same ideals

as ourselves, are constantly taking port in our councils. Statesmen from all the

Dominions have sat with us in the War Cabinet and a ceaseless flow of messages is

■exchanged between Prime Ministers, in addition to the regular series of communications

with the Dominion Governments from the Dominions Office,

It is the function of the' Dominions Office to be the link between the United

Kingdom and the Dominions, Over an immense range of subjects there is the closest

collaboration. It is the aim of all of us that the British Commonwealth should

as far as possible act as a unit. But this is not done by the compulsion of one

member but by the- agreement of all. Me are fortunate in having here in London as

High Commissioners experienced statesmen from the Dominions whose advice is always
available and with whom I keep in daily personal contact. It is an immense

advantage to be able to discuss with men who know intimately the outlook of those

whom they represent the course of the war and the many problems which it presents*

Similarly in the Dominions
,

our High Commissioners, most of whom.have had long

experience in the House of Commons and in Ministerial Office here, keep us advised

of what is thought,in the countries to which they are accredited and are available

for consultation by the Dominion Governments,

These personal’contacts are of immense value, as .are those which result

from the visits of Dominion statesmen here. Me have welcomed visits from prime

Ministers of all the Dominions and our own Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary
have visited Canada, I have been fortunate in having been to Canada twice during

the war and to Newfoundland once. I wish that time and distance had not up to

now prevented my visiting the other Dominions,

There have also been established in the Dominions various supply and military
missions and the Service Ministries are of course in direct contact with their

opposite numbers overseas.

I am sure that all of us who have had to undergo the ordeal of two world

wars in our lifetime think often and long as to how these catastrophies are to be

prevented, I know that there are many books and pamphlets written on the subject

of how to get some form of world organisation which will rid the world of fear.

I would commend to the authors of all these schemes and to you the practical

example afforded by the British Commonwealth of the co-operation of free peoples,

I would like you to study this British Commonwealth of Nations and to consider how

and why it functions successfully.

I am certain that your answer will'be that it succeeds not from any

constitutional machinery, but from the spirit that animates it in every part,

I do not think that we recognise sufficiently that the British Commonwealth of

Nations is a unique achievement in the history of the -world, a brotherhood of

peoples free to decide each its own actions, but in practice working together

more closely and with greater harmony than any of those aggregations of States

which in the past hove been called Empires and which hove been bound together in

apparent unity#.

In' the Commonwealth theoretically the ties which unite its various parts

ore weak, in practice very strong. When in 1939 the great strain came they held

firm, lam sure that they mil hold firm throughout this grim-ordeal through which

we are passing. During these war years our people have a far greater opportunity

than ever before of getting to know our fellow citizens from the Dominions,

In many fields of war servicemen born in distant climes meet together and

become good friends. They hear from each other of the lands from which they come#
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them together.

I hope that after the war we shell turn to peaceful account the great

advances made in aviation. I hope that there will be an increasing flow of

visitors from and to the Dominions and the United Kingdom.

There will bo difficult problems to be faced after the war. I hope to

see in the post-war period the British Commonwealth shoving the same splendid

spirit of courage and co-operation as it has done in the war. I hope to see

free and independent nations of the British Commonwealth acting together in

unity of purpose to play their full part in creating a world of prosperity, liberty
and peace.

DOMINIONS OFFICE
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