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ITALY’S NAVAL BASE BOMBED AGAIN

For their second raid within a week on Spezia, the Italian naval base on

the Gulf of Genoa, our bombers took off from their bases in England at dusk and

returned just as dawn was breaking.

Over the target area the anti-aircraft opposition was stronger than during
the previous attack but it grew weaker and by the end of the raid the gunners
had almost given up firing.

It was a bright moonlight night, with very little cloud throughout most of

the trip, and cur crews saw the Alps, with their peaks and deep valleys, standing
out very clearly. They found Spezia without any difficulty.

The pilot of a Lancaster said that on approaching Spezia he could pick
out buildings in the deck area, "My bomb aimer," he said, "aimed at a group of

warehouses and then as we were turning away he shouted over the inter-com, that

he had just seen a big explosion. He, said afterwards that he thought it was

either in the arsenal or just north of it,"

Sqdn. Ldr. Gascoyne Cecil, the pilot of another Lancaster, missed seeing
the actual explosion but afterwards saw clouds of smoke coming up from the area

where it had happened. A few minutes later there was another explosion in the

dockyards. This time he saw it from the start, "There was a tremendous burst,"
he said, "and flames leapt up to a great height,"

Sqdn. Ldr, D.P. Fox said that when he arrived the dock area was lit by

incendiary fires. "High explosive bombs were bursting among them," he said,

"and there was no doubt at all that the docks were being hit. At the beginning
of the attack the defences were trying to put up a barrage, but as more and more

bombers arrived the firing grew weaker and weaker until it almost petered out.

We were able to make our way dead straight and level up to the target without

taking any evasive action. When we were well on our way home the rear-gunner

said he could see the red flow of the fires burning in Spezia."

Another pilot, Warrant Officer E.H. Noxson, saw seven fighters in formation

on the return journey. "I saw their dark silhouettes as they wheeled in to

attack," he said. "Some of them came in from the port side and the others from

starboard. I could make out that they were single-radial-engined fighters and

so they were probably Italians, though I could not positively identify what type

they were. My gunners let fly at them before they fired at
us, and they sheered

off and did not attack us again."

The R.A.F. 's previous raid on Spezia was only six days ago when Bomber

Command dropped a heavy load on the base. Reconnaissance was made on the

following day when fires were still burning.

The reconnaissance showed that the attack was concentrated around the docks

and on that part of the town lying immediately north and west of the naval base.

The greatest single area of damage was the virtual destruction at Basin No. 1.,

of storehouses and workshops which were gutted over on area of about five acres.

Other buildings which were damaged in the dockyards were the boat-shed and

the foundry.

In Basin No. 2. at least 12 sheds were damaged, some severely. There was

also a direct hit on the dock railway.

Generally throughout the whole dock area there is evidence of extensive

fires and devastation by high explosives. Many buildings of the naval establish—-

ment are affected.

In addition infantry and artillery barracks suffered considerably. Two

buildings in the infantry barracks and six in the artillery barracks have been

absolutely destroyed.

Further damage has been done to the gas works and also to buildings south

of the main railway station.


