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This conference of Youth Committee Secretaries and organisers is a conference

of most important and responsible citizens. In your hands lies great power for

the good of the future generation, a generation which will be faced by problems

and difficulties no whit less than those which face us now.

What you can and will do to prepare the youth of this country for the tasks

which lie ahead of them may have a profound influence upon the future of our

country and indeed of the world.

Youth is sometimes - and wrongly I think - regarded as a section of the

Nation set apart from the adult population by its immaturity and its idealism.

I would rather look upon our young people as partners in the endless adventure of

civilisation, partners who bring to our actions and our plans a freshness, an

inventiveness and a courage of outlook which is sometimes lacking from more adult

bodies. Just as we require this enlivening and vitalising spirit of youth, so

they need our wisdom of experience and out guidance.

I have been asked today to speak to you on the subject of "Youth and the

Future", Youth has no responsibility for our past, except to learn from its

errors and mistakes, little for our present save to give its best efforts to our

victory, but the future is peculiarly the province of the young for to them will

fall a great part of the responsibility of making the history of the future.

YJe have to remember that in these abnormal days of war the youth of our

country are missing much of their early political education. Many have not yet
exercised the franchise, though for years they have had the right. Moreover all

those multifarious activities of our democracy which are woven into the pattern

of our social lives in peace-time have been put aside so that we may concentrate

upon the one single objective of our victory.

Our young people will emerge from the v/ar-deprived of all this experience,

and it makes it a hundred times more necessary that we should imbue them with a

Sense of our democratic government and forms, without which they will be unable to

control or direct the destinies of the future.

Perhaps the first and most important element of the proper understanding Of

our future is a true appreciation of our own past history and of our present

problems. The future grows out of the present and the past, and is conditioned

by those traditions and customs which have become the almost unconscious back-

ground of cur thoughts.

However revolutionary we may be in our outlook, however great the changes we

may look for in the future, they will all be conditioned by our past as a nation.

The peace, when it comes, will grow out of the war just as the war' itself

foilawed inevitably upon the acts and policies of the years that preceded it.

Our country lias a proud history of democratic experience. The people of this

city of Bristol would rightly claim to have played no small part in that history.

It has not always been peaceful, it has sometimes been slow - to those who

experienced it devastatingly slow - and sometimes even it has seemed to move

backwards rather than to advance. But looking back over the long perspective of

our history we can see that organic development of our institutions both in the

political, social and industrial fields, which has gradually broadened and

deepened the basis of our democratic life. From this island have spread through-

out" the world many of those ideas which are today associated with the idea ol

a liberal and free democracy.
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The war has proved-us a strong and courageous people, fit to

play a great part in world affairs arid it is upon this solid basis

of our past experience and our present- accomplishments that our future

will be built. .

No one doubts that the years ahead, of us will be fraught with

difficulties and trials, but in this challenge to our courage and our

qetermination to win through lies the adventure of the future. Soundly
based in our 'past history, ■ and. justly proud of our present achievements

we.need not fear the future, we can indeed welcome its problems as a

fresh opportunity for our people to show how great a contribution they

can make to the future of world, civilisa.ticn.

dndi.o7h.en-I speak of our people let us not forget that we too have

built up one of those typically British structures of improvisation in the

British Commonwealth of Nations, Me face the future not. as a single isolated,

island in the North Sea- with a, comparatively small population compared tb our

great allies, but as a group of British Nations -each independent in itself -

but with a coition purpose and a common goal.

This group of Nations will continue to develop as a world unit, and new

methods nay be necessary to develop its harmony in the caning years. But as

in the past we have adapted our methods to the changing circumstances of world

developeiricnt-as by the Statute of Westminster - so in the future we must

maintain that flexibility of mind and outlook which permits the Ion,; view to

override v;hat nay sometimes appear to be the immediate inconveniences*

But before v/e can look into this question of the future there is one

condition which must be fulfilled. The war must be won, for without victory there

will be no future Worth living. The ruthless power of Germany in Europe and.

of Japan in Asia must first be overthrown and stamped out.

And that is no easy task, heavy burdens and cruel sacrifices still lie

ahea.d of us. The tale of blood and sweat and. tears is not yet told.

Compared to nine months; ago the outlook is indeed bright, we have

passed out of the dense blackness of the valley, which seemed impenetrable while

we were pa it and which Y/as lighted only by our inward courage and. the inspiration
of fib, great leader - our Prime Minister.

But still a lon- and difficult path lies' ahead, of us, and v/e cannot for

a moment relax in our labours or hesita.te in our purpose.

The gladness of a great victory in Tunisia fills our hearts, and v/e are

thrilled by all our armies, our navy and our air force have done to bring us that

victory.

Here in the European threatre of war our American-Allies have fought for

the first time by our side, and. we are glad to feel that we have beside us that

great and virile nation with their incomparable manhood.

The French of North Africa, too, have once again taken their place with

the United. Nations, an honourable place which will we hope lead to their unity

with the Fighting French who remained constant to our cause even in the darkest days.

Those who have thought that our army v/as a back nunber must now holed

a different view. Not only have their fighting qualities been magnificent, but

the organisation of those lines of communication which pass over thousands of

miles of land, and ocean are a marvel and a great credit to the staffs and all

v/ho have taken part in their organisation.

There is one factor in this situation that I'would particularly ask you
to notice. For months and months the British Navy in the Mediterranean fought a

battle against almost impossible odds to mainta.in our .garrison in Malta, The

Island itself has won imperishable fame by its resistance but so too has the Navy
and the Air Force for maintaining the island* s resistance.

He can today see how vital was the battle of Malta "nd how in fact -

despite our heavy losses - it v/as a great victory.

This battle of North Africa, now cbaawinp to its close, we hope, is but

a prelude to those final blows which oust be struck to liberate the peoples of

Europe, end to relieve the besieged population of our Chinese Allies,

"V ■
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By these fresh "blows we shall join with our- Russian Allies in the final aefeat

of Germany,

The war will not be over for us, whatever may happen to Germany and Italy, until

we have joined to our utmost in the defeat of Japan as well. There will be no letting

up .untii..Asia, as well as Europe is cleared of' the aggressive, .domination- of the. Axis-

powers.

So it is a long and difficult road we yet have to travel, but our goal is certain

if we only devote ourselves to the task in the coming months and may be years with

the same unstinted devotion that we have shown throughout the war.

If then I pass on to speak of the future.- it is with the warning that the job

is not yet finished; in all its tragedy, sorrow, pride and glory, victory--still remains

tO bO, WOn* ’

In looking at the future, I will not act the part of a prophet, but will rather

try to gather together the threads of thought that have come from many minds in this

and other countries so as to examine what pattern <* even if somewhat vague - they form.

The first task will bo to tackle the disorganisation and devastation that has

been wrought in Burope and Asia by the Axis powers. For that purpose conversations

are already proceeding upon the basis of the United Nations 1 responsibility for the

rehabilitation df world civilisation.

Though there mil be a great task to be performed in Asia, where the tide of

Japanese aggression ■will recede under the slogan of "Japan for the Japanese", and

nothing more, yet the more complex and difficult task will be that in Europe with its

many national boundaries.

Europe has been the cradle of our Western civilisation, not as a number of separ-

ate units, but as a cultural whole to which all in their turn have contributed.

It is
#
upon this common culture of Europe that we must build the future, and that cui-*-

w

ture something that is worth saving. There is not a race in Europe to-day that

has not made its contribution to that living and growing plant of our civilisation,

and though to-day it may. be crushed by the brutality and racial bitterness •of the

Nazis, it is something worth saving and we shall save it*

But when the war is over, and the Axis powers have been finally defeated, then

the four most powerful nations in the world will be U.S.A., U.S.S.R., China and the

British Commonwealth of Nations, and upon those four in association with the United

Nations will fall the main task of rehabilitation. That task must be projected
forward into a world organisation in which all the United Nations will play their part.
It has now came tc be recognised that in such a world organisation, if it is to have

the power to assist the orderly and peaceful ' progress' zf humanity, there must be
certain capacities for action.

It must be able to give a majority decision as to what is right and wrong

internationally.

It must be able to back up that decision by some international authority which

can compel compliance or can punish those who will not comply.

It must be, able to delegate to smaller regional bodies - such for instance as a

European Council - those matters of purely regional concern*

Thus we begin to see emerging a body which though based on the concept of a

League of Nations must be very different in its powers and its range of subjects tha

was the League after the last war.

But within this larger organisation there is a movement to knit together the

smaller countries in federal units of some kind, so that they may the better be able

to preserve their independence in the face of large and powerful neighbours* The old

concept of the small client state bid for by one great power or another is passing away

in favour of groups of small states with a common foreign policy and a common means of

defence.

/So we have
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So we have a structure based as it should, be on the maintenance cf the

individual culture of the various nations, but binding them together in ever

wider groups, the confederation, the; regional council and the world authority.
At each stage some degree of co-ordination taking place and so some elements

of friction and hostility avoided.

But with this a supreme world policing authority "basing its power upon the

consent qf its constituents and upon a system of recognised international

'morality and justice,

Into this picture will fit the four greater powers who 'will in the initial

years of organisation have to make great contributions to maintain the stability
of the structure and to prevent a recurrence, of aggressive action such as that

which precipitated the present and the last war*

: V/e have to hand after this war a quickly-striking and effective police

force in the form of air power, a power that must be denied to the Axis powers

until they can enter once again with safety into the comity of Nations,

Much thought is being given, too, to the problem of civil aviation, with

the object of removing its possible future danger -to the 'world and its develop-
ment for that great service which it can be to mankind.

The hopes of some such effective world organisation must dexaend in the

first instance up>on the ability cf the four greater powers. The British

Commonwealth, the U,S,A., the U.S.S.R. and China to come to an agreement amongst
themselves - not an agreement to impose any domination on tho -world but an

agreement to render all the assistance that they can to the working out of such

a scheme by the United Nations,

So much for the International outlook - let me turn for a moment to our

domestic situation. Here, too, our tasks will be of the most challenging order,

Ue have sacrificed to the needs of war IJfo of our export trade, and a great

proportion of cur overseas investments#

Upon the virility and intelligence of cur producers - of all classes - will

depend our capacity to make good those losses. One thing is certain, that we

shall require the highest degree of intelligence and of scientific and technical

skill if we are to succeed in that task.

Our Education must give us a far greater output of university trained

personnel for our industries and our research institutions, and we must draw

the best brains from all walks of life and not from any limited classes of the

population.

Here are clear lines of essential action for our own salvation. Then, too,

the war has brought - as wars often do - many advances in cur social conditions

and a new conception of our social responsibilities which have been crystallised

in the form of the Beveridge Report,

But this is only one side of the problem, and that not fundamentally the

most important.

The great over-riding problem of the post war period - after the first

flush of replacement of our diminshed and destroyed stocks of commodities in

our homes and our shops - will be the problem of maintaining the employment of

our people at a decent level of wages.

To solve these domestic problems of tho future we shall need courage and a

fine .sense of our own democratic powers.

Recently at Aberdeen I spoke of the contrast between the "we” attitude and

the “they" attitude to our political obligations.

The youth of our country must be firmly imbued with a realisation of their

responsibility, that it is they themselves and not someone else who will be

responsible for the future. Their work, their energy, will be required if they

are to solve these problems.
/Over
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Over and above
every piece of learning they are taught we must educate cur

youth to the glory of their adventure in life and to the part which they must

play if we are to make cur democracy .that vital living power which can keep us

as strong in peace as it has made us strong in war*

Never in the history of the world have opportunities been so great, not

opportunities of personal advancement, but the chance to make great contributions

to the happiness and prosperity of cur country and so of the world.

The spirit of Youth, "trailing clouis of glory whence they come, from G-od

who is their home", must be our inspiration for the future.

As in the past the Merchant Adventurers of this city set out to explore and

conquer the world, so to-day the Youth of the world can set cut to attain the

peace, the justice, the decent living which still seems so far away.

MINISTRY OF AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION
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