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VETERINARY AID FOR TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF DAIRY CATTLE

The Ministry wishes once again to draw the attention of farmers,

particularly dairy farmers, to the importance of seeking veterinary aid

for the treatment and control of disease in their herds. Even if a

farmer is not prepared for one reason or another to accept the Dairy
Cattle Diseases Control Scheme, with its comprehensive facilities for the

control of contagious abortion, sterility, mastitis and Johne's disease,
he should nevertheless take full advantage of the services of his

veterinary surgeon.

Certain lines of treatment have been adopted for the Control

Scheme as being the most effective according to our present knowledge.
There is no definite evidence that other methods are of value for general

application although certain specialised treatments for particular

individual cases may yield good results. The fact that a method of

treatment has been recommended under the Scheme does not mean, however,
that a farmer should attempt to apply it without seeking the advice of

his veterinary surgeon. He should not, for instance, himself apply
infusion or irrigation treatment of the udder in cases of mastitis; this

is a method of treatment requiring skill and care in its application, which

otherwise may produce serious effects and may even result in complete

loss of a quarter of the udder. Still less should treatments not

generally recommended for the Control Scheme be practised by farmers

without the advice of a veterinary surgeon. For example, he would be

well advised to refrain from using vaccines for mastitis; generally

speaking there is no evidence that they are of any practical value. Nor

should he in any circumstances adopt, without veterinary advice, hormone

treatment for infertility, etc. in cattle. Such treatment may be of

value in skilled hands for certain cases, but work on this method of

treatment is still in the experimental stage.

At the first sign of trouble in his dairy herd the farmer should

call in his veterinary surgeon. The results of wrong treatment may be

just as serious as no treatment at all.


