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Notes of Speech by Brigadier-General Lord Croft, Parliamentary

Under-Secretary of State for War as Chairman at Y.M.C.A. meet-

ing in The Piccadilly Theatre on Tuesday April 13. 1943*

Your Majesty, Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As a very humble member of the Y.M.C.A. I feel it would be impertinent for me as

such to praise the or eat army of workers, who under our banner and the inspiring personal

leadership of Her Highness, Princess Helena Victoria, are giving such wonderful service

to the fighting men and women of the Navy, Army and Air Force.

As representative of the War Office, however, and a member of the Army Council, I

feel I can very whole-heartedly declare that all our soldiers in every theatre are deeply
indebted to the Y.M.C.A. for a truly remarkable achievement in working for the content

ment, happiness and consequently for the morale and fighting qualities of the Army. You

are with us all the way, A cable told us your canteens were at Mareth,.and last Thursday
we heard of you at Gabes, I expect you are now well through Sfax but please do not get
too far ahead of our armour - you must not obscure our legitimate targets!

we have already seen films depicting some of the great work of the Y.M.C.A, at home

and overseas, and these pictures tell the tale adequately as I could not hope to do.

I have actually been on some of the more isolated sites of small A.A, and Search-

light units when your Mobile Canteens have arrived. It is no exaggeration to say that

the psychological effect is extraordinary, for the Canteen, usually driven by one of your

devoted women drivers, brings news of the outside world, a breath of civilisation, and

many of the essential day-to-day needs of men, I have heard- a Tommy say - "You cannot

guess, Sir, what these canteens mean to us out here," ’.Yell, I guess I can.

I understand, that you have now actually 1,000 Canteens on the road, or available to

take their place as reliefs. That is a wonderful achievement, for it means the

possibility, I earn told, of 15,000 visits to units each week.

As one interested in the material comfort and morale of the troops, I therefore

very qsincerely thank the Y.M.C.A. on behalf of the Army, But I think of even more

importance is the spiritual purpose and achievement of the Y.M.C.A, and the Y.W.C.A., and

the atmosphere which surrounds all their institutions.

There are tens of thousands of people - the majority women - who ever since the

outbreak of war have dedicated either their whole lives or all their spare and. surplus

tine and energy to the supreme purpose of service. Unpaid., unadvertised., unsung, this

great army of workers are happily giving of their best all the time. This kind, of work

is surely the nearest approach to practical Christianity. What a message it is for new

ideas in a better world!

So long as our great voluntary services of which the Y.M.C.A, is such a shining

example, prosper in their work for victory we never need, despair of our country, for

here is nobility and patriotism of the highest order.

The British Army is grateful to you, and perhaps I may suggest that today you think

all your labours and sacrifices are well worth while for this Army is proving once again

that our peace-loving people are also a truly warrior race. In the spirit of Agincourt,

Blenheim, Plassey, Quebec, Balaclava, of Ypres and the glorious hundred, days when the

British Army broke the mighty military machine of Germany in 1918, your peerless Eighth

Army world record breakers in a fighting advance unequalled in history, the gallant

First Army, and all your soldiers who have fought on sixteen different fronts in this

war, are, with the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force, showing the world once again the

true meaning of British valour.

,
At this moment thousands, facing death are driving through every obstacle towards

that brighter sunrise which is already surmounting the hills of Tunisia, and can we not

see the reflection - a glow of hope lighting up so many millions of human hearts?

When we are honoured so graciously and. generously by the presence of Your Majesty

today, it is a tonic to everyone of us. This mark of Royal favour will inspire a great

movement to still finer achievement, and. Your Majesty* s readiness in the midst of such

ceaseless activity to encourage us by sacrifice of time and. convenience will revitalise

any who are weary and speed us all on our way refreshed for even greater efforts for

the King’s fighting men and with still deeper devotion to the Throne,
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