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Following are extracts from the speech to be made by

Maj• General the Right Hon. Sir Frederick Sykes, M.P.,
Chairman of the Miners Welfare Commission when openIng
a new block at Mansfield Hospital this afternoon at

3.30, including an accident ward for men and a surgical
ward for women.

As Chairman of the Miners'
w e
lfare Commission, I have long been aware of the

noble work you have been doing for so many years for the miners of the

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire coalfields, and I have watched with admiration the

constant and steady growth of the Hospital itself. In 1890 you opened with a modest

establishment of two wards for five patients and an income of less than £8OO per

annum. Today you are the second largest Voluntary General Hospital in

Nottinghamshire, serving a population of 175,000 people in the heart of the chief

coal-mining district in the Midlands, with an annual expenditure of over £40,000,
The number of patients in the decade 1931-41 went up from 15,810 to 41, 616, or

nearly treble, and in 1942, over 7,000 new cases were treated in the Out-patients

Department alone.

This is a record of which anyone may be proud. We hear a great deal in these

days about the control, amongst many other things, of the medical services of the

country by the State, This may be necessary to a certain extent, but I confess that

I am a stout adherent of the voluntary hospital system. It is thoroughly in accord

with the spirit of independence and self-help which is so characteristic of this

country, and it would be a great pity if it were to go. You have given us a great

example of what may be done by the voluntary co-oporation of all concerned - local

industry, the miners, the collieries,and the general public, I note that among the

many generous donors who have come forward from time to time in the past, the

Miners’ Welfare Commission has given £10,000, the Bolsover Colliery £9,ooo, and the

Mansfield Town Council £7,000.

I suppose it is natural that, as Chairman of the Miners’ Welfare Commission, I

should be particularly interested in what the Mansfield Hospital is doing for the

miners. It is common knowledge that coal-mining is the most hazardous occupation
in the world; apart from major colliery disasters ('which, thanks to unremitting

research work, are becoming rarer every year), the casualty list even in the best-

managed pits is often equal to that of a quiet day on the battle-front. Coal-raining

is, perhaps to a greater degree than any other, a -work of national importance, for

It is a key industry, and without it all cur other war industries would collapse.

In these days when man-power is becoming a problem of ever-increasing importance, it

is not merely a question of curing the injured man, but making him thoroughly fit

to resume work at the earliest possible moment.

This makes the work of your Accident Hard and Fracture Department doubly

important and I am for this reason especially glad to see this new building. About

1,000 cases of fracture, some slight, some of extreme gravity, are treated annually.

We have heard a lot about rehabilitation treatment centres recently, and I am proud

to think that the Miners’ Welfare Commission has been able to take a leading part in

helping the medical profession to provide it for injured miners. He must never

forget, however, that rehabilitation starts in the hospital's accident and fracture

wards and the success of the treatment depends upon the standard of work achieved by

the hospital surgeon and his team of assistants. It is the whole technique of

fracture treatment that has progressed so remarkably recently and all concerned at

Mansfield Hospital deserve the highest praise for the pioneer work they have done

and the standard they have achieved in this direction. To supplement and complete

the hospital treatment, a final stage of rehabilitation, recovering full use of

limbs, toning up and muscle hardening is necessary and this is where the

rehabilitation centre comes in.

Berry Hill Hall was set up to undertake this duty but its job is to finish off

work well done at the hospital, and not to salvage bad work., Berry Hill has been

very successful. It has attracted much attention and I am glad that the Miners*
Welfare Commission has taken it ever from the Goal Owners .indemnity Co. and thrown

it open to all miners of the districts. But we must not forget that its success

depends upon good hospital work and I would like to pay my
tributeto Mansfield

Hospital's contribution and to emphasise that the building up of first class

hospital accident services is a vital part of national planning‘ for rehabilitation.

Your hospital and the Commission's rehabilitation centre are partners in a

great undertaking, With Mr, Nicholl as the Surgeon in charge both of your Fracture

Department and our rehabilitation centre. I think the highestpraise is due to him

for the work he has done in both places. I have seen some .ofthe results which are

truly remarkable.
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