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FLIGHT SERGEANT (NOV P/O) CHARLES CLAYTON CORDER

"He is a perfect observer. He is the better part of the crew,” This is

what a Fighting French pilot of a Coastal Command. Beaufighter said of his observer,
then Plight Sergeant, now Pilot -Officer, Charles Clayton Corder, who comes from

Grays, Essex,

Pilot Officer Corder has recently been awarded the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal

for his share in getting back to base in a blazing aircraft after his pilot had

taken a leading part in shooting down a Ju.88 over the Bay of Biscay,

The pilot, who, only a day or two before this deed, had won the D.F.C. has now

been awarded the D,S.O, Earlier, the pilot had been awarded the Croix de Guerre by
General de Gaulle, The pilot and Corder have made 72 operational sorties together,
”I never fly with anyone else,” said Corder, ”He is a wonderful pilot. On the

occasion for which we were given our award he got us hone all right although we

were ablaze. He lifted the aircraft over the tops of some cliffs in masterly style,”

The Coastal Command squadron of which the Beaufighter forms part destroyed
nine German aircraft in seven weeks for the loss of only two.

One day last month a Ju.88 was sighted, and their aircraft, together with three

others, went in to attack. The Ju. 88 which was attacked from below and behind burst

into flames and one of the wings broke off just before it hit the water, All the

time, however, the German rear-gunner kept up accurate fire, and the Beaufighter

was badly hit.

"He was a worthy foe,” was the comment of the Fighting French pilot and

Corder.

One of the Beaufighter's engines stopped completely. The aircraft became

very difficult to control, lost height, and the pilot feared he would not be able

to get back to base 120 miles away. For 4O minutes the pilot was just able to

keep, the Beaufighter above the waves. Then the second engine caught fire but

luckily continued to function. High cliffs were ahead and the pilot wondered

whether he could gain enough height to avoid a crash. Slowly, however, the

aircraft rose, and the cliff-top was missed by a few feet. The remaining engine

was working doubtfully, and the pilot knew it could only last a few more minutes.

He had to land, and, shouting to Corder to be ready to jump out, the pilot pancaked

on to the aerodrome, and the pilot and observer just had time to get clear. The

aircraft was entirely burnt out.

Corder, who was commissioned last week, was born at Grays and has lived there

all his life. He studied at Palmer’s School, Grays, Until February of last

year, when he joined the R.A.F. he was a bank clerk, and while engaged in his

initial training at a centre in the west country took part 1 of the Institute of

Bankers’ Examination in economics. His father and mother live at Grays and he

was married whilst on Christmas leave in 1941.


