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MOSQUITOS ATTACK GERMAN RAILWAYS

In daylight this afternoon Mosquitos of Bomber Command led by Squadron.
Leader R.Ralston, D.S.0., D.F.M.

,
attacked the power station and the Barge important

railway workshops at Trier - better known as Treves - just on the German side of the

frontier between Germany and Luxembourg, Another detachment of Mosquitos bombed

the equally important marshalling yards at Ehrang,. three and a half miles to the

north of Trier,

The Mosquitos attacked from between 50 and 200 feet with bombs fused to ex-

plode after a few seconds' Malay. At Trier bombs were seen to smash into the

roof of the railway workshop, and the impact of the bombs, even before they exploded,
threw debris higher than the Mosquito s The Trier power-station, the next building
to the railway workshops, was also hit, and many blue flashes, evidently from short

circuited cables, -were seen by the Mosquito crews. As the bombers left the target
a sheet of yellow flame rose 100 ft* into the air and mushrooms of smoke billowed

up to the same height* The Mosquitos took the Germans by complete surprise. The

crews saw many people in the streets of Trier as they flew over.

A number of the Mosquitos, led by Squadron Leader J.V.Berggren, went on from

Trier to attack the marshalling yards and a locomotive depot at Ehrang, The crews

of this second formation saw what the- first formation had done at 'Trier - flames

and smoke coming from the target - and then went on to hit the marshalling yards,
the locomotive depot, and a stationary train. As they left Ehrang there was a

terrific explosion, as if a petrol dump had been hit. Flame and smoke shot up

to 1,000 ft. Once again, as at Trier, the people of Ehrang had had no warning.

Our crews reported that they simply stood about in the streets as the bombers went

over.

This was the hundredth operation of F/Lt. S.Clayton, D.F.C., D.F,M., the

navigator of Squadron Leader Ralston’s aircraft which led the whole force all the

way to Trier. It was certainly one of the most difficult jobs he has had to do.

The targets were nearly 350 miles from base and about 180 miles from the nearest

point on the enemy’s coast. The Mosquitos flew at-zero feet the whole way to Trier,
which is in a hilly district, with the towns tucked away in valleys, and where it is

all too easy to mistake one volley for another- The weather 'was bad, with rain and

high wind most of the time, though perfectly clear over the targets. It was a bumpy

trip the whole way.

After bombing, the Mosquitos went rather higher, keeping near to the base .of

the low clouds where they could get cover if any fighters appeared. Only two were

seen, but the Mosquitos went into cloud and lost them.

The last bomber over Ehrang had one of its engines put out of action by the

bombs exploding on the target very close below. It flew back all the- way on the

one engine and the pilot made a safe landing in England,

The railway workshops at Trier are in a large building and employ several

hundreds of workers in repairing boilers and making general adjustments to loco-

motives, Hundreds of these pass through the workshops in a year and with the

Germans so short of locomotives as they are today, the importance of the target is

obvious. The workshops are also in a key position on the German railway system.
Lines run direct from the workshops to the marshalling yards at Ehrang, which can

handle four thousand waggons per day and through which most of the iron ore from

France and Lorraine passes on its way to the Ruhr.


