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THE PRIME MINISTER'S HONORARY RINGS

The following is the text of letters which have

passed between the prime Minister and Air Marshal
Sir Bertine Sutton

Air Ministry,

Adastral House,
Kingsway, W.C.2.

30th March, 1943

Dear Prime Minister,

It is with great pleasure that I write on the instructions

of the Air Council to inform you that the Council have decided, with

His Majesty's approval, to award you the Flying Badge of the Royal
Air Force.

The keen interest you took in Service flying in its very

early days, and the leading part you played in the events which led
to the creation of the Royal Air Force, your completion of over

30,000 miles flying on duty during the present war, and the position

you hold in relation to the Service as Minister of Defence, constitute

unique qualifications and all combine to make it peculiarly appropriate
that you should receive this award.

All ranks will indeed be proud to feel that you. will new

be even more closely identified with the Service to which you have

given so much and will derive increased inspiration from your

leadership and example.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) B.E. SUTTON

(Air Member for Personnel)

The Right Hon. Winston S. Churchill,

C.H., F.R.S., M.P.

/Contd.
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10, Downing Street,

Whitehall,

S. W. 1.

April 1, 1943.

Dear Air Marshal Sutton,

I take it as a high compliment that the Air Council

should wish to give one of their Honorary Comodores his honorary wings.
I value this distinction the more because it cones to me on the 25th

anniversary of the formation of the Loyal Air Force, My memories go back

sir years earlier, when, in 1912 as First Lord of the Admiralty, I began
to cherish the Royal Naval Air Service.

I consider that Marshal of the Royal Air Force, Sir Hugh Trenchard,
is the founder of the Royal Air Force, He it was who proposed to me, when

I was Air Minister in 1919, that Mesopotamia should be held by Air power,

thus releasing a number of Army divisions which cost us £40 million a year

to maintain in that country. This proved in a manner patent to all

intelligent minds, the immense part which the Air would play, not only in war

but in peace.

Since those now distant days, we have had the epic of the Battle of

Britain, upon which under Providence the freedom of the world, perhaps for

several generations, was staked. The name of Sir Hugh Dowding is linked with

this historic episode.

At this moment we my say without vanity that the Royal Air Force -

taken for all in all - is "Second to None," At this moment it is the

spearpoint of the British offensive against that proud and cruel enemy who

boasted that he would "erase" the cities of our native land, and hoped to lay
all the lands under his toll and thrall. As the world conflict deepens,
the war-future of the Royal Air Force glows with a still brighter and

fiercer light.

I am honoured to be accorded a place, albeit out of kindness, in that

comradeship of the Air which guards the life of our island and carries doom

to tyrants, whether they flaunt themselves or burrow deep.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) WINSTON S. CHURCHILL.

Air Marshal Sir Bertine Sutton, K.B.E,, C.
B.,

D .S.O., M.C.

10, Downing Street,
Whitehall,
2nd April, 1943.
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