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HOME SECRETARY AND MINISTER OF HEALTH AT CHANNEL

ISLANDS REFUGEES COMMITTEE

The Home Secretary, Mr. Herbert Morrison and the Minister of Health,
Mr. Ernest Brown, visited the offices of the Channel Islands Refugees Committee
in London at 4 p.m. today, Friday, 4th December, 1942.

Mr. Morrison said; "I am very glad to be able to visit the Offices of the

Channel Islands Refugees Committee and to meet those who are engaged in its

admirable work. As Home Secretary I have followed the activities of the Committee
with close interest. I would like to congratulate you and to thank you for what

you have done for Channel Islanders in this country cut off from their homes by the

German occupation.

wish that I could speak to the Islanders themselves at this moment as well

as to your Committee. There are some things I should like to say to them. I should

like to tell them how vividly and constantly they are present in our minds. I should
like to assure them - though indeed they can hardly doubt it - how often we dwell

upon the thousand-year connection of the Islands with Britain, and the long and

splendid record, of their service to the nation - how keenly we look forward to the day
when they and their exiled kinsmen and kinswomen can be re-united, and when the dark

shadow of separation will have passed finally away.

"In the last two and a half years we too have had our ordeals and our griefs.
But so far from leading us to forget the Islands and the Islanders, our troubles

h
a
ve drawn us closer to them in friendship and affection. We think of the day when

British men and women shall once again go freely among the Islands to enjoy their

lovely beaches and scenery and to renew ancient ties with their pepple. In the

meantime, we rejoice in the knowledge that those Islanders who are free to do so are

rendering magnificent service to our cause. Though there are normally less than

100,000 people in the Channel Islands, no less than 10,000 of their men and women are

wearing the King's uniform today.

"My words to the Islanders, if I could address them, would be :’Keep stout

hearts. Be patient. The good day will come. You are held in honour and affection.

You are not forgotten - never forgotten. Au revoir - till we meet again '.

"

Mr. Ernest Brown said; "About 30,000 of the Islanders wereevacuated to Britain

in June, 1940. At that time more than half of them had to be assisted by His

Majesty' s Government, either with accommodation or money for maintenance, or both.

"Wow after less than 2 1/2 years in this country, the number of these requiring

assistance has fallen to about one third of those first needing help. Those who had

to be billeted or found houses went mainly to Lancashire, Cheshire and the West

Riding. A large party was also received in Scotland. The local authorities in

these areas made arrangements for their reception, and many private people have shown

kindness and sympathy, a
nd given practical help.

"The school children from Guernsey who came with their teachers are now being

taught at their own Guernsey schools. Those children have won a very special place

in the hearts and homes of their foster parents. Generous donors in America and

Canada, and in this country, have helped to supply the clothing needs of these

children.

"There are regular scholarship examinations, grants are available for

specialised training at universities and training colleges, and every effort is made

to place those who leave school in suitable jobs. In many cases in Cheshire children

billeted on farms have, after leaving school, taken up farm work.

"There are other groups of Islanders in this country who are able to carry on

without assistance. The largest groups are in London, Bath and Exeter. Many of

these groups have combined to appoint strong local committees which provide a

central point for social meetings and other activities. There are now about 65

such committees in Great Britain.
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"What has always been striking is the marked desire of the Islanders to stand

on their own feet. They have a sturdy character, and it took little time for those

of them who could take up employment to become independent, self-supporting members

of the community, and their first action was always to build up homes for themselves

in this country.

"If I were able today to address my words to those left in the Islands, I should

tell them that their fellow-islanders over here have shown splendid resolution in

facing the difficulties of their position, and a commendable determination to help
in our war effort. Those we have over here are a splendid advertisement for the

Islands. I should also ask their relatives and friends still in the Islands not to

lose heart. There are signs in the skies which are highly encouraging. They

should remember that

"The Clouds which had seemingly banished the dawn

Only hastened the advent of day".

HOME OFFICE
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