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U.S. WAR PRODUCTION MUST CONTINUE IN PEACE, MINISTER SAYS

New York,

Friday

The of United States production after the war was discussed today by

Mr. James/Forrestal U,S, Undersecretary of the Navy, in a speech to the "War

congress of Industry" "being held currently by the American National Association

of Manufacturers,

Mr* Forrestal said in part:

I know you will agree that it would be extremely foolish for us to be carried

away by optimism by a single victory or to indulge in despair over individual

reverses. Yet I have heard that some manufacturers were actually concerned that the

war was about to end, leaving them with the difficult problem of readjustment just as

their peak of war production was in sight.

The end of the war is not in sight, and I believe there is no man whose

prediction as to its length is worth the time he spent in making that prediction*
"Whether the end bE near or far, we" can be sure it will come more quickly if we

concentrate all our thoughts and our disciplined imaginations upon the goal of

increased production.

I wish to take .this opportunity to refer, gratuitously if
you will, to the

subject upon which I have strong convictions and upon which I am sure those of you

engAgEd in war work have personal views.

It seems to me that the experience which we have gained in the gearing of our

national productive capacity to war,*,, should not bo allowed to disappear with the

termination of the war. It seems to mo that this nation, dedicated to the principle
of the attainment of national objectives through equity rather than force, should at

the end of this war remain strong enough summarily not only to rebuke but to

crush those who would resort to force*

If you accept that thesis, it seems to me that the pattern of military

production which we have created and are now creating should never again be allowed

to rust or fall into disuse.

By that I mean that those facilities for war production which we are now

creating should be carefully examined end reviewed at the end of the war and those

parts which we have found essential should he greased and kept in being against the

next emergency.

By that I also mean that there should bo kept in being a close co-operation

between the armed services and business to the end that the transition from peace-

time production to war may be capable of accomplishment even more swiftly than the

transitions have been accomplished this time.

Whoever says that war can be completely extinguished is himself at war with

history, I believe that the only chance for its extinction is the assumption that

conflict is normal, and not 'abnormal, and that,.like most other human disasters, con

only do diverted by always being ready to meet it.

Pessimists and defeatists on both sides of political thinking talk gloomily about

the future, and some - both conservatives and radicals - go so far on to say that

democracy as we have known it may bo extinguished, I challenge that belief. The

Fascist government used to say before this war that democracy ms too weak end too

inefficient - that it was a luxury and too expensive to bo enjoyed, I pose the

question as to whether or not this war lias not proved that any other form of

government except a democracy is a luxury that dare not bo risked.

"With all due deference to the gallant millions who are today rolling Germans

back across the Steppes of Russia, let us not forgot that it was the mother of

democracy, England, that fended off the onslaught of Hitler 1 s barbarians two and

a half years ago. That it was that little island with its derided democratic

institutions against which the lance of Hitler struck and was blunted,
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