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"HOME HELPS" SERVICE

The Minister of Health (Mr, Ernest Brown) has asked local

authorities to do all they can to extend the "Hone Helps'* service which

already exists in more than 150 areas in England and'Wales as part of

the Maternity and Child Welfare scheme.

In view of the difficulty of getting domestic assistance for

women who are having their confinements at heme, the Minister recently
asked his Advisory Committee on the Welfare of Mother's and Young
Children to inquire into the possibility of extending the Home Helps

scheme. The Committee have now reported that in their opinion this

service can he developed to meet the needs of mothers who are unable to

make arrangements with neighbours or relatives.

The Committee' recommends that local schemes should be on the

following lines-.-

A register of approved Home Helps should be kept in the Health

Department, and expectant mothers should apply to the Medical Officer

of Health, health visitor or midwife
.

The Home Help should be in attendance for not less than 14 days
after the birth of the child, and work under the supervision of the

health visitor or midwife
,

,Payment to be made by the local authority, but mothers will be

required to contribute according to their means
.

The extent to which local authorities will be able to develop this

service depends upon the supply of suitable "Home Helps", Women willing
to undertake this work are asked to apply to the local, office of the

Ministry of Labour or to a maternity and child welfare centre*

The Minister of Labour has agreed that work as Home Helps under a

local authority should be regarded as work of national importance, and

his local officers will encourage suitable immobile women over 4o to

take it up where there is a need for their services.
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