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DESPERATE FLIGHT OF ITALY

The Ngw York Times this morning states: That the Italians realise not only

their own situation hut the unfavourable fighting conditions forced on the Axis

by the action in North Africa, is underlined by Mussolini’s astonishing
declaration that it is Japan's intervention which is the absolute guarantee of

Axis victory. Apparently the Duce has lost faith in the invincibility of Germany.

Japan, he begs his people to believe, is invincible. This is by all odds

the most significant statement in his melancholy review of the war. If Italy
has come to the point where her only hope lies in the faraway Land of the Rising
Sun* her prospects must be even more desperate than the world believes.

LONG ROAD TO VICTORY

The New York Herald Tribune says: After the good news there comes

inevitably of a more sobering kind - the necessary reminder that even

brilliant gains are not final victory. And that every step of the long road

ahead can be won only by hard and bloody fighting. After reviewing the recent

United Nations successes in North Africa, in the South pacific and in Russia,
the Herald Tribune concludes: The gains stand and they are very great; but the

reaction is stubborn. Everywhere it is a fight and a hard one and it can be

waged only to the cost of lives, of ships, of planes, of unceasing effort and

resolution.

INTERPRETER OF FRANCE TO AMERICA

The New York Herald Tribune mourns the passing of Raoul de Roussy de Sales.

It would be difficult to overstate the service which he performed for the nation

where he passed his later years. And since the understanding friendship between

France and America has counted heavily in salvaging what remains of the Western

world his labour cast wide ripples. He was a distinguished journalist, one of

the few really great interpreters of America to France. When his country fell

he had already become acclimated in this country and he turned his great talents

to interpreting his homeland, bereft and enslaved but still living and hoping,

to the African mind. He made clear to his host of American friends the vitality,

the truth that was still burning in the heart of the French people.

The loss to his devoted friends as to the world of ideas is a heavy one.

He gave his utmost to sealing the friendship of the two peoples whom he loved

and therein found a happiness that he richly deserved.

CANADA'S GREAT WAR EFFORT

The New York Times observes: Prime Minister King’s speech at the pilgrim
dinner was worthy of his office and his country. We all knew in a way what

Canada has done but it was good to hear in some detail and from the first authority.

In 1941 the population of Canada was less than 11,500,000. It is upon that basis

that her achievement should be measured; and it is memorably high.

In relative numbers to population Canada’s armed forces were equivalent to

7,000,000 Americans on active service. Canadian industrial production was

equivalent to forty billion hollars of American. Canada has helped and fought
all over the globe. The picture of her activity, military and industrial, is a

long roll of honour.

STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY IN URUGUAY

Another quotation from the New York Times is: The sweeping victory of the

liberal Pro-United Nations forces in Uruguay’s national elections is significant in

many respects. The ballots that returned President Baldomir’s own Colorado party

overwhelmingly crushed at the same time the reactionary Blanco or National Party.

This means a strengthening of democracy in Uruguay. It also means that pro-Axis

tendencies and a policy of strict neutrality have lost their last foothold in the

strategically important country at the entrance of the River Plate.
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Dorothy Thompson in the New York Post says today: Sir William Beveridge has submitted

to the British Government a 150,000 word report on the reform of the social and

economic structure of Britain, to achieve for the British people freedom from want.

It proposed fundamental social and economic reform to be achieved by consent. It

lays all the cards on the table. It is a program prepared at the request of the

Government by a disinterested and scientifically minded man who is one of the leading

authorities of the world on social insurances.

Sir William lays down a thesis regarding the modem world that is hardly

controversible, namely, that every person in a developed industrial country can be

secured against poverty provided first, that after the war nations co-operate for

production in peace instead of re-entering an armament race; second, that economic

policy is so adjusted as to maintain continual production; third, that a universal

plan of social security, or, as he calls it, that decisions regarding the nature of

such a plan be taken now, during the war. There is nothing of the agitator or the

demagogue in this report. There is malice toward no class. It is an appeal to the

intelligence and common sense of all the people of Britain.

If it is adopted, Britain will be the first country in the world to have

established a new twentieth century social and democratic order by the historic

process of debate and consent. If Britain docs this it will have an enormous effect

upon the world and hasten the end of the war.

The Washington Star says;- Sir William Beveridge 's planning commission has made

a report to the British people which is an inspiring in its own way as one of Mr.

Churchill's Belligerent speeches on fighting the wars, for it concerns itself chiefly

with the promise that lies in a peace in which, over the ruins of war, the battle

willbe resumed again against poverty, want and insecurity. There is no question in

the minds of the planners that the British people will be equal to the task. The

report is full of confidence and hope in its glimpse of victory that will make the

peace worth fighting for.

MUSSOLINI'S SPEECH

Mussolini crawled from his bed at the crack of the Fuehrer's whip, says the

Saltlake City Tribune and delivered a doleful address to his betrayed countrymen.

It was a curious conglomeration of contradictions. That he was torn between a

characteristic tendency to boast and a pathetic realisation that nothing has been

left to gloat over, was apparent in every paragraph of his harangue.

The Atlanta Journal says:- For his own cause, Mussolini would have done better

not to have broken his silence of long months. True, it was a leaden rather than

a golden silence, but it served to conceal in some measure the Duce's mental

if not his moral disintegration. His harangue to the Italian people betrays more

than the fears of a found-out charlatan. It gives an inkling also into the troubles

of the Fascist regime and the dark mood of an overwrought populace. Such bombast

can be of slant comfort to a people who were thrust into a war for which they had

no heart".
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A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT

The Kansas City Times comments on the comparatively small losses in

ships suffered by the combined Allied Navies in the North African operations.
The Times says no major fleet unit was sunk during the entire procedure although

many must have been exposed to attack. Even the layman can realize something

of the magnitude of this achievement. So effective was the protection afforded

by the British and American Navies that the undertaking seems to have been

carried through without a single first class disaster. As a feat of planning,

preparation and seamanship it would be hard to match such a record.

The Cleveland Plain dealer states: The loss cf less than two per cent of

the invasion fleet speaks well for the thoroughness of the preparations and the

skill with which the plans were carried out.

COMPLETING THE ADVANCEMENT OF MANKIND

The San Francisco Chronicle today states: Much of the recommendation of

the Beveridge report to the British Nation for a postwar security programme

appears to be only an extension of what has been taking fora in Britain for

the last thirty years. The prototypes of much of it are to be found in the

social measures put into effect beginning as long as sixty years ago by Imperial

Germany under Bismarck. It is a programme into which the civilized world has

been grazing little by little in the last two generations.

The Beveridge plan doubtless contains many valuable proposals. It will

probably bear its best fruit if these are put into effect only so fast as they

can be handled and assimilated. When we think of the untold thousands of

years in which the advancement of mankind and helpful relations of its members

has come up to its present imperfect pitch it is a trifle appalling to think

of completing the large remaining part of the Job by a single Parliamentary Bil^.

UNITED STATES OFFICE OF WAR INFORMAT ION.
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