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GERMANS ATTACK RESCUERS

Two British destroyers and a Whitley aircraft, which were attempting to rescue

a German pilot who had been shot down into the Bay of Biscay on Friday, wereattacked

by three Focke Wulf 190s,

First the fighters opened fire on the destroyers, then they turned their

attentions to the Whitley which, only an hour earlier, had fought off three Junkers 88
while it was searching for a British crew who had been compelled to alight on the sea.

Although two men had been wounded in the fight with the Junkers, one of them

managed to man a gun. The Whitley come off best: one F,W, 190 was shot down and

another was badly damaged and may have also finished in the sea;

In the fight with the three Junkers 88s the second pilot, Flying-Officer Denis

M* Harrie, of Wallasey, and a training pilot, Sgt. J, Russell, of Leven, Fife, were

both wounded in the legs*

M' Harrio, 'who had been firing one of the Whitley's guns, stuck to his post and

after their fifth attack the Junkers were driven off.

An hour later, while he was on his way back to base to get medical attention for

the wounded men, the captain of the Whitley, Wing-commander Donald Reveler, D,F,C, and

Bar, of Leeds, saw two destroyers* Two yellow flashes were seen and a spout of water

shot up seme distance away from the ships. The Whitley investigated and found the

wreckage of a German aircraft, 'which had been shot down by the destroyers, a dinghy

and a parachute,

The Whitley signalled to the destroyers and began leading them to the dinghy.

It was then that the three Focke Wulfs swooped from the clouds*

They opened fire on the destroyers and cannon shells churned up the water all

round the ships. But the ships gave more than they got and the Focke Wulfs broke off

and sighted the Whitley, That looked easier.

In a few seconds the speedy fighters were attacking the Whitley from underneath,

from astern and on the starboard beam.

Russell 1 's leg wound prevented him from getting to his foot, but M' Harrie went

to one of the guns, despite loss of blood, and opened fire on the Focke Wulfs,

Two of the fighters closed to point-blank range for the kill but they came

too near. They ran into a stream of bullets from the rear-gunner, Pilot-Officer

H,N.J. Stewart, of Montreal.

"They staggered away across the sky ,:

,
said Stewart, "and not long after that the

skipper and the wireless operator saw one of them dive into the sea*”

When the Whitley turned only one Focke Wulf was to be seen and it was going

back home.

But the Whitley* s troubles were not over* One of the engines coughed and

spluttered raid finally died out, and it was on one engine that the Whitley got back

to the English coast and over an airfield.

Then, as the aircraft came in to land, the captain found that the hydraulic

system had been damaged and the undercarriage would not come down. So the Whitley

kept circling the airfield while two of the crew worked the pump by hand and

eventually got the wheels down and made a perfect landing.

M' Harrie and Russell are now recovering from their wounds.

NOTE The others of the Whitley crew (not mentioned in the story) are;*-

Navigator P/0 Gordon Davy, Woodridge, Suffolk*

Wireless Operator Air Gunner: Sgt. B.R. Mitchell, Billingham on Tees, Co.Durham.


