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THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING

ANY MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO

PRIORITY SCHEME FOR SMALL COAL CONSUMERS

The House Coal Distribution (Emergency) Scheme has already told all coal

merchants what they must do to help to implement the pledge given by Major

Gwilyn Lloyd George, Minister of Fuel & Power, that the small consumer shall

have priority this winter, The Scheme has non* followed this up by sending
detailed instructions on the same matter to House Coal Officers, District House

Coal Officers and Depot 1Managers,

Merchants will be required to identify customers entitled to priority by
reference to their can records andd their knowledge of local circumstances, with

the assistance of Local Fuel Overseers There doubtful cases arise. Depot
Managers will keep in touch with the operation of these arrangements and. will be

able to assist by making transfers of coal, transport and labour if this

becomes necessary.

The scheme does not provide for regular weekly deliveries to all small

consumers, but is designed to ensure that no consumer is left without deliveries

for a longer period than is justifiable having. regard to the stock he holds.

Consumers holding stocks will have to make use of those stocks and not purchase

additional supplies.

Any consumer who is genuinely short of coal should first report the matter

to the merchant with when he is registered, and should only refer to the Local

Fuel Overseer if he is unable to obtain satisfaction from the merchant. The

Local Fuel Overseer has power to deal with such cases, but he will naturally take

account of the deliveries which such consumers have received in the past and of

the extent to which they should have been able to conserve their stocks by

exercising due economy.

In order to safeguard merchants against irresponsible complaints from

consumers, merchants are authorised to require consumers to make a written

statement if they claim that they are without coal.

The house coal trade is fully aware of its heavy responsibilities in seeing

that the above arrangements are effectively carried out, and has assured the

Minister of its full support and co-operation to this end.

It is important that domestic consumers of coal should also play their part
and the Ministry wishes to remind them that coal may only be acquired from the

merchant with whom the consumer is registered. It is illegal for coal to be

supplied to any domestic premises which are not registered with a coal merchant.

Attention is also drawn to the current restrictions which limit the amounts of

coal which may be acquired by domestic consumers. These quantities are not

rations to which everyone is entitled, but maximum quantities which may not be

exceeded without a licence from the Local Fuel Overseer.
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