
2/12/42 - No.1.

AMERICAN NEWSPAPER COMMENT

THE BEVERIDGE REPORT

Sir William Beveridge’s report on social security in Great Britain

appears to have home out the intense excitement which has surrounded it,”

comments the New York Herald Tribune. It proposes, as he says, what amounts

to a
' revolution' thought of a strictly British kind - in the national life;

hut this is a ’time for revolution, not for patching’. It is evident that

in its inception as in its several sweeping recommendations it represents a

serious effort to grapple with the post war world, to relate, existing social

institutions to the great problems which are coning, and to develop a

definite blueprint for that future of peace and freedom for which the battled

armies are now fighting. Prepared at the direction of the House of Commons,

with the assistance of Government experts, by an outstanding Liberal economist

with a long background of public service, it enjoys a far more official

character than most similar efforts in Britain or in this country.

"The complete text of the two volume report will be awaited with the

liveliest interest. The cable summaries have been able to give only the

dramatic recommendations calling for the wide extension, consolidation,
and liberalisation of the existing social insurance system. Coverage for

the entire population, including housewives; provision for every normal

contingency of life, including marriage as well as maternity and funeral

costs; ’socialised medicine ' on a much greater scale than that now in force;
the elimination of ’means tests’ and the granting of both unemployment
and disability benefits without time limit; the doubling or trebling of

present benefit scales - these are spectacular proposals. Behind them there

is clearly an acceptance of the even more spectacular view that a definite

’floor’ must be put beneath the British standard of living, that it will

be the function of the State to assure a certain minimum level as a matter

of right to its citizens and to grade its benefits not in terms of

charitable relief but as positive instruments towards getting more

productive social results.

”So much seems evident from the cabled summaries. What is not

available is the reasoning on which Sir William supports these proposals.
His report deals with the single question of social insurance; but in

recent speeches he has made it plain that he is thihking of social

insurance as only one aspect of the general problem of demobilization, of

restoring peacetime production and establishing a new society in which the

maintenance of private enterprise will be related more accurately than in

the past to the needs for governmental action. One cannot judge the

recommendation of the repent without having the whole argument on which it

is based and the way in which the author fits it into the larger pattern
of reconstruction. Outcries are already rising in Britain over some of the

proposals; the rest will undoubtedly be searchingly weighted and criticised.

But the high auspices under which the report appears means that the debate

will be a serious one, and there seems little doubt that it will mark a

stimulating and exciting step in the development of cur ideas of the

democratic future.”

FOOD FOR AMERICANS

Raymond Clapper, in the New York World Telegram: "Americans will find

much to think about in the long awaited report of Sir William Beveridge,
which is the result of a prolonged study undertaken at the request of the

British Government. This report is concerned with the problems of Britain

and with means of improving conditions of life there. Therefore its specific

proposals are of only secondary importance to us. The British have their

problems and we have ours. In some respects they are similar and in others

totally different.

"But one thing Democracies have in canon - a need to improve

continuously the adjustment of conditions that arise cut of the impact of

the swift moving industrial age. Some interests in Britain no doubt hope
to bring about a reaction there. But the Beveridge report and all the

ether discussion that is going on represents a determination to make England
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a better place to live in after the war. Busy as people of England are with the war

they find time to discuss these questions.

"Captain Oliver Lyttelton, Minister of Production and a British industrialist,
says in discussing these questions that the essence of democracy after the war should

be ’a balance between the organising power of the State and the driving power of the

free individual’. That puts it into as neat a as I have seen".

THE PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS

The New York Times comments "the homicidal mania of the Nazis has reached its

peak according to evidence in the hands of the State Department, in an order of Adolf

Hitler demanding the extermination of all Jews in all territory controlled by Germany.

The fact that the Nazis are desperate for man grower may delay this projected massacre.

What has already happened proves that no other considerations will delay it.

"Of Germany’s 200,000 Jews in 1939 all but 40,000 have been deported or have

perished; of Austria’s 75,000 all but 15, 000 at the most; of the 80,000 in Bohemia

and Moravia all but 15,000. In Poland more than 600,000 have idled. In the

Netherlands 60,000 remain out of 180,000; in Yugo Slavia 96,000 out of 100,000 are

dead, deported or imprisoned; in Greece all between the ages of 18 and 45 have been

enslaved, and an unknown number are dead; in France 35,000 out of 300,000 have been

deported; of Rumania’s 900,000 all but 270,000 are imprisoned, enslaved, deported or

dead; Bulgaria has enslaved 8,500 out of 50,000; Slovakia has deported 70,000 out of

90,000; of Lavia’s 100,000 one fourth are reported massacred, the others enslaved or

starving in Ghettos.

"To sum up this horrible story it is believed that 2,000,000 European Jews have

perished and that 5,000,000 are in danger of extermination. This is the work of

Adolf Hitler and his new order.

"Why has this unrealis able crime been committed? The Jew was a tiny minority

in Germany, a small minority in every European country. The key to his martyrdom

lies in this word minority. Nazism needed a scapegoat. It found one in the least

numerous, the most widely dispersed, the most nearly helpless group.

"Nazism, as we know, never planned to stop at this point. The persecution of

tho Jew was the beginning of an insane attempt to reduce all mankind to servitude

and to exterminate all who resisted. The Jew was the first number on a list which

has since included people of other faiths and of many races - Czechs, Poles, Norwegians,

Netherlanders, Belgians, French - and which, should Hitler win would take in our own

mongrel nation.

"Nazi anti-Semitism in short culminates in the cry that there is no God but

Hitler, and that there shall be no masters on this earth but the Germans. What the

Jew has suffered is a prediction of the suffering that would be reserved for all who

dare to stand against Hitlerism or dare to be different from Hitler’s Herrenvolk.

"It is the Herrenvolk themselves who today are on the defensive. The day of

Justice draws perceptibily nearer. It is fitting for the United Nations to say

that they know neither Jew nor Gentile
,

but that they mean to strike down the Nasi

tyranny wherever it has blasted any human life; and that these Jewish lives taken

by our enemies shall be accounted for at the time of reckoning".
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The New York Herald Tribune states; "By no means the least interesting part
of Mr. Churchil l 's speech on Sunday lay in the final paragraphs, in which he

promised that if the war should end first in Europe the whole of Britain’s force

would be transferred to the Ear East to help settle accounts with Japan.

"It is impossible to deny the cogency of the suggestion. For many indeed

it has long seemed that one of the most helpful aspects of thewar lies in the

probability that it will end gradually, thus permitting the foundations of practical
settlement to be laid in one area before the common effort has been abandoned and

demobilized elsewhere. But it is also impossible not to detect in this passage

Mr. Churchill’s polite reply to those enthusiastic Americans who have been writing
idealistic open letters to the British or otherwise advising them how they should

reform the wicked conduct of their own affairs.

"The Briton entertains a deep hereditary distrust of crossing bridges, before

they are reached, of doctrinaire solutions or of theoritical approaches to

salvation. The American is apt to have a passion for large visions caressed in

systematic schemes for a better world. He does not always realise how irritating

these can be to his British Allies; but Mr. Churchill’s gentle reminder that once

before America was full of idealistic programmes for the regeneration of humanity,
that she brought them to Europe in Mr. Wilson’s person and then the war over

promptly abandoned them leaving Europe to struggle with the consequences while

America retreated into a splendid isolation offers some food for thought to all

those interested in international unity. It is true that some of Mr. Churchill’s

brusquer remarks about Britain ’holding on to her own' evoke unpleasant memories in

America of the past sins of British imperialism; but it is also true that our own

more starry-eyed exhortations evoke just as unpleasant memories in Britain of the

past sins of American sentimentality.

"The temperamental differences of the two peoples can be and should be

regarded as temperamental differences. They are trivial by comparison with the

deep sense of purpose, the deep and generous desire to erect this time a tolerable

world which equally animate both countries. It is important, however, that this

common purpose should be maintained through the peace-making as through the war,

that there should not again be the foolish quarrels among Allies, the exaggerations
of minor differences, the flights into isolation which marred and largely lost the

victory of 1918. And the likelihood that the war this time really will end in stages

is, as the prime Minister suggests, a strong insurance against a repetition of that

tragedy".

PLANNING FOR PEACE

The New York newspaper P.M. devotes several columns to the Beveridge plan,
including an editorial, a biographical sketch of Sir William, and a dispatch from

Washington by P.M. correspondent, Gordon H. Cole, who states: "A United States

counterpart to the Beveridge Report for vastly expanding Britian’s social security
system will be forthcoming from President Roosevelt when the

new Congress meets

in January."

The P.M. editorial on the Beveridge plan says;- "Remember the last war? It was

Mr. Thomas Atkins then, as now. And when Tommy was burrowing in the mud of Ypres,
or charging into machine-gun fire at Passchendaele, the folks at home promised him

to make Britain 'a land fit for heroes’. This was the catch phrase then, remember?

"Aid remember the U.S.A.? The boys were going to a war to end war, to make

the world safe for democracy. It was the new freedom then.

"Well, it is the four freedoms now. Somehow it never happened. We all were too

busy fighting the war and some people said ’Well, let’s win this war before we start

talking abour peace'. And that sounded pretty reasonable because there were

liberty Bonds to buy and war material to produce, and socks to knit, and parades to

watch and cheer. And suddenly the war ended sooner than anyone had expected, and

there were cries to ’bring the boys home’. We had put off planning the peace until

tomorrow.
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Now Tomorrow was hero and we still were too busy. The boys were too busy hunting

jobs. So Tomorrow became the day after tomorrow, and then Hitler marched into

Poland and we were fighting again.

Rest assured: we 'll soon hear the soviet old stall: 'let’s win the war first, then

we can plan the peace'. The time to plan is always now. The time to plan for

peace is when you are at war. Otherwise peace never will come as peace didn't

come in 1918 - merely an armistice, revolution, civil war, depression, and then

war all over again.

"We don't know enough about financial and economic conditions in Britain to judge
the details of the Beveridge plan; we'll let the British people judge. But this

is certain: Britain needs some plan like that and so does the U.S.A. And we

need it now - not tomorrow, when the boys come home to find 'no help wanted' signs

everywhere. Otherwise we'll have 1918-1939 all over again. Remember?"

A HEARTENING DOCUMENT The New York newspaper P.M. also says in a special article

"The Beveridge Report is one of the most heartening documents to come out of

wartime England. If what it proposes comes to pass in postwar Britain then this

war will not have been in vain for our British brethren.

"The Report offers no panacea. Even if adopted in full it would not turn

England into an island Utopia. It solves no fundamental economic problems such

as the cyclical mass unemployment that swept the industrial world in 1929 as

Beveridge himself is careful to point out.

"what it does offer is a basic floor of security beneath which no Englishman

or his family need fall. It brings closer to realisation the old dream of a 'national

minimum' which far-sighted social explorers like Beatrice and Sidney Webb have

passionately propounded for decades.

"The Beveridge plan provides a basis of decency and dignity in its social

security pattern. It is soundly democratic, covering every man, woman and child

in England regardless of economic or Social rank.

"We have in the National Resources planning Board a worthy analogue to the

Beveridge Commission. Let it plan soundly, and lot us put men at the controls who

can carry through. Now is the time for bold plans and bold execution".

In a biographical sketch of Sir WilliamBeveridge, P.M. says "No with the

same prescience that enabled him to forecast the demands of all-out war in the

days when eveyone was talking peace Sir William is predicting the problems of

peace while the war is still going on. More people should have listened to

him in 1937. Perhaps they will listen now".

P.M. also prints two photographs bearing the caption "Beveridge's plan would

end this". The photographs show police leading away unemployed following a

demonstration before the Houses of parliament in 1939; and unemployed staging a

lie-down strike in London.

U.S.O.W.I.
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