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Following is a speech by Mr, Dingle Foot,

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic

Warfare, at Welshpool, tonight

Anyone who studies German broadcasts must have been struck in recent

months by the emphasis on the Ukraine, The German people have constantly
been told to look forward to the Ukrainian harvest of 1943, and that this

new source of foodstuffs will render them immune against blockade. But

this is a very different picture from the one drawn by the Nazi leaders in

1940 and 1941* In 1940 the German wireless proudly proclaimed that there

need be no anxiety for food production in Europe and that except for about

3% Europe was self-supporting in food supplies*

In November 1941, Ribbentrop went even further" when he proclaimed that

"The whole of Europe has become independent of the overseas world, Europe
is proof against blockade". Those claims sound rather hollow today in view

of the failure of the Nazis to increase or even to maintain the food pro-

duction of the occupied countries. The exportable surplus of South-Eastern

Europe is only one-fifth of normal. Exports to Germany from both Denmark

and Holland have fallen well below those of 1940* So once again German hopes

are fastened on the Ukraine., Here at least there is a strange similarity be-

tween developments in this war and in the last. The Germans spread over the

Ukraine in 1918 not so much to acquire territory as to feed their people,
Ludendorff wrote of this advance;-

"If I pushed on towards the East it was because our

immediate military situation drove me to it. In the

desperate struggle I had to wage there was no longer room

for dreams of conquest. Not There was no longer any

question of conquering the Caucasus, but only of laying
hands on the necessary resources simply in order to be

able to hold out."

But in 1918 the move was-a failure. Paced with the stubborn resistance

of the Ukrainian peasants the Germans were unable to obtain anything like the

quantity of bread grains on which they had counted. Now in 1942 they are

again making feverish efforts to plough up an area which will be sufficient

to relieve their anxieties about next year’s food supplies.

It is not yet passible to gauge how far they will be successful. But

they had certainly reckoned upon using the oil of the Caucasus to drive the

tractors. So far none of it has been available and it is reasonably certain

that even Maikop will not yield any appreciable supply for a considerable

time to come,

I am making no prophecies. But this determined attempt to exploit the

Ukraine and the emphasis which is laid upon it in German home propaganda marks

the failure of the Germans to transform the areas which they had previously
over-run into a self-supporting entity.
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