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SCIENTISTS EXPLORE YOUR SALVAGE

Mr. Charles Peat, M. C., M.
P.,

Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of

Supply, opening the Salvage Exhibition at Charing Cross Underground Station today
(17th December), disclosed that the Government are employing scientists to explore
all possible ways in which waste materials can be put to use for the war effort.

Mr. Peat said that the exhibition, in an enlarged form, will shortly be touring
the country, and that it will take its part, during 1943, in the greatest salvage
drive this nation has ever known.

"The need for salvage and yet more salvage will be urged in every town and

village in our land", said Mr. Peat. "As you all know, the demand for raw materials

is increasing as the war effort of the United Nations approaches its climax and we

begin to take the defensive. It cannot be repeated too often that victory depends

on shipping and raw materials. For many years we, as a nation have been careless

of our salvage. Our cities hove been littered with waste paper and our countryside

disfigured with old iron, tins and rubber tyres. It is difficult to change this

habit of thought and this Exhibition is intended to demonstrate the vitally necessary

things which are being made from salvage which is collected, I feel sure that, when

you have seen it, you will become salvage-minded as never before. Here you have the

answer to what becomes of your paper, metal, rags, bones and rubber, after the salvage

collector has got them from you.

"You will be particularly interested to see what happens to the bones which are

salvaged. They produce explosives, lubricating grease, glue, fertilisers and food

for pigs and poultry.

"Let me tell you that the Government are using the brains of our first-class

scientists to find out how every scrap of waste material can be put to the highest

use; but we must have the materials and in this respect it is my duty to refer to

two items of salvage of which we are falling short - paper and bones. The figures
for the collection of paper are falling. This may be due to a certain amount of

staleness and lack of interest in certain directions. To speak plainly, anyone

who wastes paper is definitely sabotaging the national war effort; I need not say

any more*

"With regard to bones, we ore losing 50,000 tons that leave the butchers* shops

in this country every year. This means the use of the same amount of shipping from

India and the Argentine, I need not tell you what that means to cur war effort,

I appeal to you to do all you can to put these two matters right.

"We in the Ministry of Supply are most grateful for the work which is being done

by all those responsible for the collection of salvage* The Local Authorities are

doing splendid work and have collected over throe million tons of salvage since the

beginning of the war, Tho waste and scrap merchants are putting their organisation,
with their trained and expert staffs, at our disposal and let me say here that the

collection of salvage is not the end of the matter. It requires skilful sorting and

breaking up before it can be used to the greatest efficiency.

"I wish to pay my tribute to those men, women and children who are giving their

services voluntarily to help the salvage effort. We have 120,500 salvage stewards who

are helping tho Local Authorities, in addition to the hundreds of thousands of other

voluntary workers."

Mr. Ernest Thurtle, M.P., Parliamentary Secretory to the Ministry of Information,
which has staged the exhibition, and the mayor of Westminister, Councillor H.V. Day,
were present at the opening, Mr. Thurtle said that the idea in presenting salvage to

the British in this way is to show exactly what war materials are made from -

household waste, so that people may realise the vast potential resources their homes

can provide to help to achieve materials for our collossal war effort.

Councillor H.V. Day said that Westminster, like other boroughs, had organised

itself for the maximum salvage effort, and that during the ten months of this year the

Borough of Westminster’s collection of waste paper had increased by 33% as against

the same period last year. Altogether the Westminster Council has collected 7,187 tons

of waste paper since the beginning of the war. Kitchen waste collected had risen by

114%.
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The exhibition is an all-salvage exhibition - paper, metal, rubber, bones,

rags and kitchen waste. It is the answer to the householders' question. ".How

does my salvage help the war effort?"

The exhibition will be on view until 6th January, admission free.
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