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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ON LEND-LEASE REPORT

Washington,

December ll

President Roosevelt today sent the following letter of transmittal

with his seventh quarterly lend-lease report to Congress;

"Since my last report the war has entered a new phase. United Nations

forces attacking from Egypt and North Africa arc contesting with the Axis

for control cf the African coastline of the Mediterranean, The Soviet army,

having held with stubborn bravery at Stalingrad, has now assumed the offensive.

The Japanese have been recklessly expending ships and men in the Solomons,
a battleground of our own choosing.

"The Axis powers have temporarily at least lost the initiative. We

must do all we can to keep them from regaining it. We must bring the full

strength of all the United Nations to bear directly against the enemy; wo

must bring together our joint'productive capacity and our material resources,

our finished munitions and fighting manpower; and wc must do this in

accordance with a single world strategy. That wc arc making good progress in

this direction I think is shorn by recent developments and by this report on

the -part played by lend-lease.

"Wo also have another task which mil grow in magnitude as our striking

power grows and as new territories are liberated from the enemy's crushing

grip,- That task is to supply medicines, food, clothing and other dire needs

of those peoples who have been plundered, despoiled and starved.

"The Nazis and the Japanese have butchered innocent men and women in

a campaign of organized terror. They have stripped the lands they hold of

food and other resources. They have used hunger as an instrument of the

slavery they seek to impose.

"Our policy is the direct opposite. United Nations' forces will bring

food for the starving and medicine for the sick. Every aid possible will be

given to restore each of the liberated countries to soundness and strength
so that each may make its full contribution to the United Nations' victory
and to the peace which follows,"

U.S.O.W.I.


