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NOTE TO THE PRESS

The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced in

a written answer to a Parliamentary question

todayThursday December 10) the total sum

which has been paid out'*hy the' Damage

Commission in respect of damage to land and

buildings. The Commission issues the

foll owing details, which give the

position with regard to the payment of claims,

in amplification of the statement

WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION'S PAYMENTS

The Minister of Health recently announced that at least 2,750,000 houses

had been damaged by enemy action, 250,000 of them being destroyed or rendered

unoccupiable. Other classes of property, including shops, offices, factories, farms,

churches, licensed premises, commercial buildings, schools and hospitals, bring this

total up to approximately 3,000,000 properties.

The War Damage Commission is concerned in one way or another in making war

damage payments in respect of all these properties,' ex rept where the amount of damage

is below the payable minimum of £5* The principal task of the Commission at the

moment is to repay moneys already expended, on temporary or permanent repairs carried

out either by the owners or occupiers of properties or by local authorities.

Up to' this week the Commission has received claims for repayment in respect of

repairs already carried cut to about 1,100,000 properties by their owners or occupiers.

Claims in respect of 1,000,000 cf these properties have so fan been paid (excluding
payments cn account) and the payments made now total over 36 million pounds. The

Commission has to be satisfied in each case that the amount claimed is reasonable for

the work done, and many claims involve, in addition to the checking of the builders

account, technical examination of the repaired building. The offices of the Commission

have now been open for eighteen months. During recent months the weekly average

of new claims received, on which payment is now due, subject to proper investigation,

has equalled 10,000 properties per week. Unsettled claims represent 7 weeks output.

In addition to these claims by individuals, repairs (first-aid or extended)
have, as stated by the Minister of Health, been carried cut by local authorities to

2 1/2 million houses. The Commission repays to these local authorities the cost of

this work, and these sums, together with certain payments on account to public

utilities, make up the total of £86,500,000 given by the Chancellor, In the great

majority of cases dealt with by the local authorities further work remained to be done

to restore the premises to their pre-damage condition. Such further work has

formed, or will form, the subject of a claim, or claims, on the Commission, Where

work has been done and a claim made, the claim is included in the 1,100,000 mentioned

above.
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