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FIRST OF THE M.O.I's NEW FILMS

Anti-Fascists in the British Army

The distribution of the Ministry of Information short film, which has been

seen weekly in the cinemas for the past 18 months, has ceased. Its place will be

taken by a film running for fifteen minutes, which will be released to the cinemas

once a month. This method of release will save over 6 million feetof film per

annum, These films will be known as the ’’into Battle" Series.

The first of this new series, entitled "Lift Your Head Comrade", will be

released on December 21, It was written by Arthur Koester, and tells the story
of one of the companies in the Pioneer Corps, which consists almost entirely of

German or Austrian anti-Pascists
-

All the men seen in the film have been subjected to political or racial

persecution in their own countries. They have been through the hardest trials

man can endure for his convictions, and their loyalty to our cause is absolute.

The non in the company, with which the film is concerned, have served a total

of 125 years and 7 months in gaols and behind barbed wire. They are from several

countries, and all walks of life* One was a stockbroker in Prague; another was

a student of chemistry in Munich; two brothers were members of the Schutzbund,
the .Austrian workers anti-fascist defence organization. Others, a watchmaker,

professional boxer and professional soldiers - all have had experience of the

concentration camp*

Timeso men originally served in France and later did forestry work in South

Wales, They were transferred to demolition work in London during tho Blitz and

recently have been doing construction work in now camps.

They went to France merely as a labour company to unload - and later, when

France fell, to reload equipment. After Dunkirk, when weapons were scarce, they

were armed with ironbars. Then came the great day when they were given arms, -and

military training began, when volunteers were asked for overseas service, over

80% signed this declaration:-

"I hereby certify that I understand the risks, which have been fully explained

to me, to which I, and my relatives, may be exposed by my employment in tho British

Army outside the United Kingdom, Notwithstending this I certify that lam willing

to be employed in any theatre of war,"

To-day they sing with fresh heart the song, written at the concentration

camp at Dachau, by a young Austrian poet, afterwards killed by the S,S,

"Pitiless the barbed wire

all around us, charged with death.

Keep your step, Comrade,
Lift your head, Comrade,
and always think of the clay, Comrade,
When the bells of freedom will ring."

"Lift Your Head Comrade" will be released throughout the country the week

commencing December 21,
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