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Following is the talk by M. Andre Philip, who has

escaped iron France to join General de Gaulle, broadcast

after the 9 o’clock news tonight:-

Because you are weak, that does not change a lie into a truth. This is

why after the first shock of the defeat - or betrayal - of France, the French

people soon realised that even if they were defeated, the values for which they
had fought were still worth fighting for.

So during the first twelve months, resistance in France grew steadily,
centred around the B.B.C. broadcasts in French.

Gradually, underground resistance groups were formed throughout the whole

of France, occupied end unoccupied - or differently occupied - as I would say.

At first, these resistance groups were working independently, but little

by little, they began to co-ordinate their work until now they have become a

predominant element in forming French public opinion.

I should like to tell you how these groups are organised, but there are

other people listening who would very much like to know. However, I can tell

you this. For instance, one of our papers - the one which I edited - had a

circulation of 90,000. Each copy was read by 10 or 15 different people at

least. We estimated that we had 500,000 readers, far- more than any Vichy

paper, and. there were five other underground papers in the district. There

are many others with equally large circulations, published in different parts

of Prance, In these papers, we give the French people news of the resistance

movements, stories of the sabotage which is organised in different parts of

the country; we also - organise manifestations and demonstrations, you have

probably heard of the demonstrationsof May the 1st and July the 14th this yean.

Let me give you another example; Towards the end of the musical season

the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra suddenly cane to Lyons to give a concert,
lie promptly circulated information about that, and arranged to book all the

scats so that the hall would be empty but the Gomans got wind of that, and

divided the seats between about one-third for Gormans and Italians, one-third

for the police, and what was left went to people who were prepared to show their

identity cards so that the Germans knew exactly who was sitting In every scat in

case there was on uproar. When the concert took place, the real crowd gathered
outside the concert-hall singing the MARSEILLAISE and demonstrating through the

town afterwands under the eyes of the local police. Two days later, at the

last concert of the musical season, a local orchestra., under the famous French

conductor Paul Paret, gave a performance of French music in the same concert-hall

to an enthusiastic audience of 5,000 people. The conductor soon realised that

this was really a counter-manifestation to the visit of the German orchestra, and

ended the concert by conducting the MARSEILLAISE, sung by the whole audience, with

a tricolor bouquet as a baton.

Until the last few weeks, I have been carrying on with my lectures on

economics at the Lyons University, In my course in agriculture I have been

careful to explain to my students that there is really no agricultural shortage

but for the German plundering and that the first agricultural policy is to liberate

our territories. My colleagues and I, in the whole educational system, have not

been afraid to speak openly to our pupils. On November 11, one of my friends said

to his class: "This is tie day on which we remember the men of France and. Britain

who died in the last war." He was not afraid to say that. He knew that nobody
would betray him, and nobody did.
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The old divisions and political differenceaof Prance are ended.. The

leader of one of my groups is the man who was my political opponent in pre-war

days. Indeed, we know full roll that we shall have to build anew and we are

preparing new. When the time cones, we shall "be able to call a national assembly

and the French people will decide.

The strongest groups of underground resistance movements ,in France are

formed among working-class people. The middle-classes at first were attracted

by Petain. Now that Petain has taken Laval back, they are losing confidence

in him and they are steadily coming over to our side. The real traitors are

some big industrialists and financiers. The return of Laval has given the

"coup de grace" to the Vichy Government, which is completely ignored in

Occupied France. The real difference between Occupied France and Unoccupied

France is this: in Occupied France, Germany is enery No. 1
,

and Vichy is enemy

No.2. In Unoccupied France, Vichy is enemy No. 1 and Germany is enemy No.2.

The resistance movement in France has now reached this stage; the mass

of the people is united against German and against Vichy, They are looking

to General de Gaulle for leadership.

The aim of our movement is to have France taking her part in the war again
as soon as possible.

We don’t want to receive freedom from the Allies, but to regain it, through

our own struggles.

That is why I have come to London.
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