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FUEL EFFICIENCY IN INDUSTRY

Drive by Iron and Steel Federation

At the request of the Fuel Efficiency Committee of tho Ministry of

Fuel and Power, the Iron and Steel Federation is engaged in making an

an exhaustive examination into tho possibilities of effecting savings
in fuel consumption in their industry. A comprehensive report on tho

matter was recently presented to the Ministry®

( It will ho recalled that tho outstanding recommendations

made were that;«

1* Each firm should appoint a member of its staff to ho

Fuel Officer responsible for fuel control. The adoption
of this suggestion, it was stated, would result in considerable

economies amounting in most oases to at least 10% while it is

probable that increased output would also follow.

2*. Individual works and industries should exchange experience
and information.)

The report referred mainly to the iron and stool industry in the

Sheffield area, but proposals are now being considered to extend tho fuel

economy movement to works in other areas. The industry consumed before

the war between 8 or 9 million tons of coal a year in steel production*

Here are some examples of waste to which attention is drawn;-

30% - and sometimes 50% of the steam generated is wasted after leaving
the boiler; for example, a large forging plant consuming 80,000 lbs of steam

an hour was found to have steam leakages totalling between 25,000 and

28,000 lbs an hour.

Half those losses were due to worn or faulty valves.

After a faulty 10 cwt hammer had been repaired, a fuel saving of 37 1/2%
was recorded* The value of these savings over a year was four times the

cost of repair*

Scale on the water tubes of boilers is another source of waste; l/l6th
of an inch of scale can lead to a loss of boiler efficiency

Tho present coal situation demands that every industry should make

an effort to economise still further, Tho efforts of the Iron and Steel

Industry in this direction should serve as an example to other trades by

showing that additional savings can be effected even in firms noted for

their advanced ideas.

MINISTRY OF FUEL AND POWER.


