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TRAPPED IN TYPHOON ON SEA-BED

Unconscious, and strapped inside the cockpit of a Typhoon as it lay on the

■bottom .of the English Channel was the experience recently of Flight-Lieutenant
Charles Ellis Brayshaw, of Shottery, Stratford-on-Avon*

Brayshaw had. just cleared the- English coast, flying low, when his engine cut.

Baling out was an impossibility, and "ditching" was the only alternative#

Brayshaw handled the situation admirably, He got rid of his cockpit doors

and "ditched” at approximately 140 m.p.h. The Typhoon skidded momentarily on

the surface, then went down like a rock. The impact pitched Troy sheer forward,
the bump on the head knocksed him unconscious, and when he recovered he found

himself strapped in his cockpit, completely submerged.

”A most unhealthy spot to be in” Brayshaw jovially told his squadron

colleagues afterwards. That moment, however, was no time for joking. He quickly

undid his straps, and the buoyancy of his uninflated "Mac West" was enough to

draw him to the surface as he endeavoured to release the gas 'supply which inflated

the jacket.

Brayshaw's spot for "ditching" was amongst a small fishing fleet operating

close to shore.

"We thought he had gone for good when his aircraft -.■vent down," said one of

the fishermen who had a close-up view of the incident, "The aircraft disappeared!

and the water around the spot had subsided. All of a sudden a head bobbed up in

the centre of the pool."

The fishermen immediately become rescuers. They cut their nets, headed for

Brayshaw, and quickly pulled him out of the water.

A cut between the eyes, and the feeling that he had' "just about swallowed

the English Channel" -were the only after-effects on the young flight commander.

He was rushed to hospital for a 24-hours ' period of observation, and then released

on short leave, little the worse for the- experience of being nearly imprisoned

in his Typhoon 16 feet below the surface of the English Channel.


