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CONCENTRATION OF THE CLOTHING INDUSTRY.

Sir Thomas Barlow, Director-General of Civilian Clothing, today met

representatives of the Employers Associations in the clothing (making up)
industry and of the National Union of Tailors and Garment workers to inform

them that the Board of Trade were about to begin the concentration of the

clothing industry in London* This had already been applied to all the other main

centres of clothing production and its extension to London was necessitated by
the continuing demand for labour and factory space for the war effort.

It was explained that concentration 'would begin at once in the North West

Division, makers up in 'which would he asked to arrange for all or part of their

production to be undertaken by firms in Central London, continuing themselves only

with such labour as was not required for more urgent -purposes by the Ministry of

Labour and National Service* Firms in the North East Division wore advised that

it would be in their interest to consider arrangements with manufacturers in

Central London, in preference to self concentration schemes.

All firms in these North Nest and North East Divisions would be notified of

their position directly by the Board of Trade, Central London was defined as

consisting of the following Ministry of Labour Employment Exchange areas

Westminster, Edgware Road, Gt.Marlborough Street, Camden Town, Holloway, Kings Cross,

City, Stepney, Shoreditch and Hackney.

The North West and North East Divisions include all London north of the Thames

outside the Exchange areas* South London, including the whole of London south

of the river, would he concentrated separately at a later date,

and

The Director-General paid a tribute to the employers'/workers’ organisations

for the help they had already given the Board of Trade in facilitating the course

of concentration in other parts of the country and said that the Government looked

to them for their continued close co-operation.
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