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ITALIANS SAY SPECIAL MASS FOR R.A.F.

Italians celebrated a special mass for the R.A.P. who were the first allied

troops to arrive at a pretty little town on the Italian west coast.

The local squire arranged for the mass, which was the first to be held in

the tiny, 900-year-old family chapel of Maria a.d
•
Nives (’’Mary of the Snows")

The priest from the nearest parish, some six miles, rode across the hills

on a donkey and when he arrived the little church was filledwith pious peasants,

men and women from the neighbouring farms. The little church bell had been

ringing for some time, and some of the peasants walked several miles to attend

the service.

The candles on the altar were surrounded by the flowers freshly plucked by
the children, who came in their Sunday frocks. The British visiters had to.supply
the matches to light the candles, "flammifers" being one of the scarcest

commodities in the country.

The. R,A.F. were given, the seats of honour on chairs that had been carried half

a mile from the manor House,

"The simplicity and sincerity of the ceremony and genuine gratitude of the

peasants kneeling on the stone floor praying for the deliverance of their country

from the Germans and for the safety of the allied troops was a most touching

experience”, said a R.A.F, officer who attended the service.

when Allied aircraft roared past overhead the priest blessed them on the way.

The climax of the scene came when an old woman shuffled forward on her knees

praying aloud. She offered a beautiful candle, two feet long, to the altar in

gratitude to the Madonna, carved in the stone 900 years ago, for the good news

she had received that morning that her two nephews (Italian soldiers) had been

released by the allies and were on their way home.


