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SPITFIRE SQUADRON’S SUCCESS IN ITALY

How the R.A.F. is foiling enemy attacks on Allied shipping taking men and

supplies to the Italian mainland is illustrated by a recent engagement between a

Spitfire squadron operating from an advanced fighter base in Italy and a formation of

F.W.190s.

Part of the Hyderabad Squadron of the R.A.F. was on a shipping patrol when five

F.W.190s were sighted. A section of the Spitfires was warned of the approach of the

FWs - the top cover pilots - and as the enemy approached the shipping they were dived

on by the Spitfires,

Without releasing their bombs the F,W.190s fled inland.

The Commanding Officer of the Spitfire Squadron, 20-years-old S/Ldr, Bruce Ingram,
of Dunedin, New Zealand, attacked the leading F.W., and after he had delivered a burst

of fire the enemy machine dived straight down and crashed into the hills.

S/Ldr, Ingram has now brought his total of enemy aircraft destroyed up to nine,

the rest of his bag having been obtained in Malta and the Western Desert, The son of

Mr, Charles Ingram, Brigade Officer of the Dunedin Fire Brigade, he has been in

command of the squadron for six weeks. He was awarded the D.F.C. last autumn.

On the day before S/Ldr, Ingram bagged his F.W., two more 190s preparing to

attack shipping were destroyed by the squadron. One of the successful pilots was

Flying Officer Norman G.Jones, D.F.C., of Mold, North Wales, and the other F/Sgt.
Leonard Smith of Romford, Essex.

F/O, Jones has now destroyed six enemy aircraft and shared in the destruction

of a seventh within two months. All these victims were claimed in three engagements.

Anile operating from Sicily prior to going to the Italian mainland, the squadron
had a "day out" when its pilots shot down ten Ju.52s and two Me.109s on one sortie.

This feat evoked a telegram of congratulation from the Nizam of Hyderabad, who has

always followed with the closest 1 attention the fortunes of the squadron which bears

the name of his state. The squadron has now destroyed 107 enemy aircraft*


