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YOUNGER JUVENILE COURT JUSTICES

Mr-, Herbert Morrison, the Home Secretary, has issued a circular

letter to Clerks to the Justices calling attention to the need in

Juvenile Courts for the assistance of younger members of the Bench.

The text of the letter is as follows:

The life of the existing panels of Justices appointed to sit

in the Juvenile Courts will expire on the fist October next and it

will be necessary for the Justices to select a new panel to act for

a period of three years on and from the 1st November, 1943.

• Having regard to the great importance of the work of Juvenile

Courts, especially at the present time, Mr, Morrison would point out

that the Justices are required by statute to appoint to the Juvenile

Court Panel those men and women from among their number who are

specially qualified for dealing with juvenile cases, and in view

or this statutory requirement great care should'‘be"'exercised in

making the selection.

As regards the interpretation to be placed on these words, the

Secretary of State ventures to repeat the advice which was given in

a circular issued by the Home Office soon after the passing of the

Children and Young Persons Act, 1933? that the Justices most suited

for the work of the Juvenile Court are those who have ’’knowledge
and sympathetic understanding cf young people" and who "have had

experience of dealing with them in various forms of social work or

otherwise".

While the rules made under the statute do not fix any limit of

age it is apparent that the Juvenile Court "needs the assistance of

the younger members of the Bench who are normally in closer touch

with young people and therefore better able to understand their point
of view and sympathise with their interests".

In making new appointments to the Commission of the Peace the Lord

Chancellor has recently given special attention to the needs of the

Juvenile Courts and it is understood that in many divisions younger

men and women are now available. In any division, however, where the

Justices find difficulty in selecting a really suitable “panel the

Secretary cf State recommends that representations should be made to

the Lord Chancellor, and that in the meantime the size of the panel

should be restricted to the minimum requirements. It is always

possible to add suitable members at a later date.

Mr. Morrison would also like to take this opportunity of

emphasising again the advantage of appointing one of the Justices

to act regularly asr Chairman of the Juvenile Court, Such a system

tends to secure continuity of method' and treatment and experience

shows beyond boubt that where a good Chairman can be found the work

of the Juvenile Court gains greatly in efficiency.

HOME OFFICE


