
20/9/43 - No* 13

ARCHBISHOPS' GREETING TO RUSSIAN PATRIARCH

Below is the text of the greeting from the Archbishops of Canterbury

and York taken to Russia by the Archbishop of York for presentation to

the Metropolitan of Moscow. Since it was drawn up the Metropolitan has

become Patriarch of all the 'Russian.

To His Beatitude Sergei,

Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna,
Guardian of the Holy Patriarchal Russian Throne;

BELOVED BROTHER IN CHRIST,

It is with singular joy that we put our hands to this message of greeting,

which one of us will have the profound happiness to present to Your Beatitude*

We have watched with deep sympathy the sufferings of the peoples of the Soviet

Union in these last two years, and-have been inspired by the patriotism and constancy

of the Russian Church in faithfulness to the One Lord, our Saviour Jesus Christ. We

share with all our countrymen the admiration aroused by the heroic resistance of the

Russian people and the Red Army to the attacks of a treacherous aggressor. And we

look forward to the time when, the evil forces of Fascism being destroyed, a true

peace may be established, rendering possible the fuller realisation of true brother-

hood among all nations, and of fellowship in the work of Christ our God among all

Christian people.

We are deeply grateful for the loving message from Your Beatitude, in response

to which one of us has now come to Moscow to assure the Russian Church and Russian.

Nation of our unity of heart with them. We are moved to make known to Your Beatitude

our great desire to welcome here in London at an early date a. delegation of the Holy
Russian Church, which we ensure you will be welcomed with joy and eagerness, if as we

trust it can be arranged*

Finally asking your prayers and the prayers of your people both for ourselves

and for our Church of England, we pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest

upon Your Beatitude and upon the Church committed to Your care.

We are Your Beatitude's most faithful and loving Brothers in Christ*

(Signed) William, Cantuar:

Cyril Ebor:
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