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MUSSOLINI’S ARREST

By BASIL GINGELL representing the Combined British-Press

Salerno,

September 15*

A young Italian diplomat,, now co-operating with the Allied forces in

Salerno told me today the full history of Mussolini’s deposition and arrest.

He could not explain, however, howw the former dictator had been liberated

from his prison, which few people knew and put at 'the head of a puppet

government. There had been a general drift from Mussolini since Italy

entered the war, said my informant, who wore the uniform of Lieutenant in the

Italian navy. After the North African campaign, matters became very difficult

for the Fascist party and there was a stormy meeting of the Fascist Council

the day before Mussolini was deposed which began on Saturday afternoon and

lasted until two o’clock the next morning. At this meeting, there was a

proposal that the Southern half of Italy should be abandoned to the Allies

and that Italian troops should Join with the Germans in making a united line

in the North, This suggestion was but poorly received by the Council, which

eventually broke up agreeing with the proposition of Grandi, that the whole

position should.be put before the King and left in his hands, Mussolini must

have felt badly this blow to his personal pride and he drove away from the

conference dejected. Next morning, he was summoned to the royal villa Just

outside Rome, As he drove through the main entrance gates, they clanged behind

him and were locked. He ascended the stairs to enter the villa and while in

audience, his chauffeur was arrested* Mussolini’s car was then driven away and,

as he came back from seeing the King, he asked where it was, "I think you would

be better in this,” said the guard on duty in the drive, indicating another car,

Mussolini, drawing himself up and thrusting cut his chin replied, ”1 want my

own car,” With* emphasis, the guard reiterated ”we think you will be better

in this car,” Mussolini, with a dramatic gesture flung out his arms and

entered the vehicle. Four guards got in with him and he was driven to prison,

because it was thought that some attempt might be made to release him, he was

constantly moved around a number of prisons in the Rome area and his whereabouts

were known only to a few,' "That is the last' I knew of Mussolini” said my

informant, "and from what prison he was brought to take the lead of the puppet

government which I hear has been set up, I do not know, I do know, however,

that, except for a certain class who have supported Mussolini for their own

ends, he has little support throughout Italy, Those who were at one time

inclined to do so have gradually drifted away."
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