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MR.* OSBERT PEAKE'S SPEECH ON APPROVED SCHOOL

Mr, Osbert Peake, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State,
Home Office, speaking at the. formal opening of Bryn Estyn
Approved School near Wrexham, on Friday, 17th September, 1943

said: -

"Bryn Estyn is one of 30 new schools opened since the outbreak of war* It

is an intermediate school, i.e, the age of admission, is 1315» There are now 126

schools under Home Office inspection and supervision* Of these approximately
one-half are old voluntary foundations, one-quarter are provided by local authorities

under the Act of 1933 and the remaining quarter were initiated by the Home Office
since the war.

In view of the recent statement on educational reconstruction issued by the

Board of Education on the authority of H.M, Government, there is much of interest

to he learned by a. visit to a school like Bryn Estyn* The new educational

developments provide for three kinds of Secondary School, namely, the Grammar

School, the Technical School and the Modern School* The latter kind, of school is

intended to provide on an increasing scale for the needs of those whose interests

and abilities lie mainly in a-practical direction. They are to cater for the

type of pupil defined as one ’who can deal more easily with concrete things than

with ideas’* This is a large class, probably comprising a majority of the school

population* Many of their pupils will desire to acquire seme preliminary training

in craftsmanship, or in agriculture * This is exactly what the intermediate schools,
under Home Office supervision, are engaged upon* It would be interesting and

profitable to describe in detail, if time permitted, some of the experiments being
carried on in intermediate schools by enterprising Headmasters, and I am convinced

that these schools have a real contribution to make to the general educational

practice of the country* Already far-seeing directors of- education are turning their

attention to the experiments which are being made in them, ■ These are among the few

schools in the country which had no tradition to guide them,but had to work things

out for themselves*

'’Moreover, you will have observed in the Board of Education’s proposals for

secondary education that it is intended that more pupils should be given the

opportunity of going to boarding or; residential establishments* It will thus be

seen that the experience gained in conducting intermediate schools such as this

where the pupils are separated from their homes and reside in the schools may be
of great value in the working out of the developments projected by the Board of

Education*

"We attach much importance to the system of after-care, that is to say, of

keeping in touch with the boys after they have left school* An elaborate system

exists for this purpose, and its operation has hitherto fallen upon the school staffs*

A new development in this respect since the war, and brought about by war-time

has been the appointment of Welfare Officers, an experiment which was

begun in the North-West of England early in the war and which is at present developing

more widely day-by-day* The purpose of this experiment was to make it easier under

war-time conditions for touch to be maintained between schools and their ex-pupils*

I am glad to say that the system shows every sign of having proved its value*"
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