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WAR REUNITED THEM

Twenty years ago there were five young airmen photogrAphers attached to

the Middle East Command* They met frequently, and “became close friends* All

were doing the same job - air photography from Vickers Vimy or Bristol fighter
aircraft.

One of the five left the service in 1926 and went to Canada, where he joined
the Royal Canadian Air Force as airman photographer.

A year later, a second member of the party left the R.A.F, He went to

Australia as a civilian survey photographer.

The remaining three stayed on in the R*A,F, In course of time, they

came to England, were posted to various stations, and lost touch with each

other.

War broke out. The airman photographer who had gone to Australia

returned to the colours, and reached England in 1943. Almost at the same

time, the airman photographer who had joined the R.C.A.F, found himself in

this country.

All five now held commissions. Of the three who had stayed on in the

R»A,F, two were recently having a before-lunch drink in the mess' of a Technical

Training Command photographic station. They awaited the third man. He turned

up and then, to the amazement of all three, the officer from Canada and the one

from Australia walked in. They were on a visit to the station. There was

naturally a very enthusiastic reunion.

All five are still on the same work - three are with he Royal Air Force,

the other two are photographic liaison officers with the R.C,A»,F, and the

R.A.A.F, Their combined service with the R.A.F,, R,C.A,F. and R.A.A.F, is

over a hundred years.

The names of the officers are:

S/Ldr, David Stirling, R.A.F,, of Stirling, Scotland,

F/Lt, Arthur George Hales, R.A.F., of Gillingham, Kent,

F/Lt. William Henry Saxby, R.A.F., of HAstings, Sussex

f/Lt. Thomas Henry Bell, R.C.A .F.,
of Ottawa, and London, England.

F/Lt, Alexander-Bain, R.A.A.F., of Lybster, Scotland, and Perth,

Australia.

Note; Photograph available from B.I.P,P,A,


