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SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AIR,
SIR ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR, TO THE CITY OF LONDON

SQUADRON, OF THE AIR TRAINING CORPS, AT THE

AT THE BALTIC EXCHANGE THIS EVENING.

Our experience in the early months of the war was that although there were plenty

of volunteers for the Royal Air Force, many of them had to be rejected because they

were unfit physically or educationally. It was to meet this difficulty that the Air

Training Corps was started. Its primary task was to fit young men, by training both

their minds and their bodies, for service with the Royal Air Force and to prepare

them to absorb and master the highly technical requirements of their chosen profession,■

Like the Royal Air Force in 1918, the Air Training Corps was born in war. Boys

and young men came forward to join it in their tens of thousands. To-day the Corps

is in the neighbourhood of a quarter of a million strong, last year over a hundred

thousand cadets attended the summer training camps, and it was expected that this

year the figure would- reach 130 thousand.

In times gone by, the City of London produced a renowned and formidable fighting

force - the Trained Bands of the City - young apprentices for the most part and, as

is natural in young men born and bred within the sound of Bow Bells, they were famous

for their liveliness and pugnacity.

A little training in handling the rough and ready weapons of those days, a little

discipline - and they were ready to take the field, A great deal more training than

that is needed to make an efficient and reliable member of an air-crew to-day, but the
,

same spirit of liveliness, pugnacity and service to a great cause which made the Trained

Bands famous is as much required to-day, and is reflected in the City of London Squadron

of the Air Training Corps*

This is no moment to relax* The need for young men in the Royal Air Force with

the training provided by the Air Training Corps is every bit as urgent as. ever it was -

even in the darkest days of the war.

We do well to rejoice in the achievements of the Royal Navy and of Coastal Command

in the attack upon the U-boat; we 'are right to acclaim the splendid fighting qualities

and applaud the sweeping advances of the Soviet armies in Russia, The glorious victories

of the Allied armies, strongly supported by the Allied navies and air forces, in the

Mediterranean theatre of war fill us with pride and thankfulness.

The mighty prowess of Bomber Command in the Battle of the Ruhr, the Battle of

Hamburg and the Battle of Berlin,
a
and the brilliant exploits of the United States air

forces operating from this country/Soaking the very foundations of German military

power. But make no mistake about this - the war is far from won*

All the industrial resources of Europe are at the disposal of Germany, Millions

of the enslaved people of the conquered territories are working for Germany* Bands of

brilliant German scientists are devoting all their energies and skill to the develop-

ment of old and ,the invention of new weapons of war. War is full of surprises - many

of them unpleasant*

The war in Europe will not be won until the Allied armies are marching through

Berlin, and the road to Berlin is a long one! Then we shall have to redouble our

efforts to help China and to settle with the war lords of Japan* So it is pure folly

to talk as though it was not worth while joining the Air Training Corps because the

war is nearly over,

When the enemy is reeling under your blows, never give him a chance to recover -

have at him with all your resources, energy and skill. Now is the chance for us to

redouble cur efforts and to ensure that the Royal Air Force will be constantly strength-

ened by a flow of air-crews and mechanics with the same careful training which won the

victory for Fighter Command in the Battle of Britain, and which is even now winning

the victory for Bomber Command in the Battle of Germany,

Nor will the uses of the Air Training Corps cease when at last the war is won.

We can lock forward to the time when aircraft are used not for destruction out for

construction - not for dividing nations but for uniting them.

There will be great developments in air transport and air communication both at

home and throughout the world. The British Commonwealth of Nations will have a tre-

mendous part to play in the development of world-wide air transport routes.

This development after the war will offer a challenge to the youth of Great

Britain hardly less urgent than the challenge of war. There will be opportunities for

young men not only in the operation of aircraft as captains, navigators and engineers,

but in all the ancillary trades and industry connected with air transport - at the

airports, at radio stations and transit depots.

We stand to-day on the threshold of the air age.

In war the Air Training Corps has unlocked the door of service with the Royal

Air Force to the youth of Britain - in peace it will hold the key for many of you to

a career of high adventure in the service of mankind.

AIR MINISTRY


