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FIGHTER COMMAND'S RECORD DAY

After this morning's intense activity in the amphibious exercise in the

Channel, Fighter Command aircraft returned in the afternoon to the pounding
of German airfields in Northern France and the sweeping of the skies over

enemy territory.

The day's total of sorties flown by Fighter Command alone was more than

1500 - a record day for the Command. But the Luftwaffe did not give battle.

Only one enemy aircraft was destroyed by our fighters in these widespread

operations.

Today’s record activity followed a week in which more than 5,000 sorties were

flown by the Command.

On two of these seven days of intensive operations more than 1,000 sorties

per day were flown. Besides the battering of enemy airfields there have been

heavy attacks on railway transport and coastal defences.

This afternoon's airfield attack took Bostons to Monchy-Breton, near

Bethune, Venturas to Merville, Mitchells to Bryas-Sud, and Typhoon fighter-
bombers to Coxyde. Many squadrons of Spitfires escorted the medium bombers

and Typhoons covered the Typhoon-bombers,

The Bostons dropped half their load on dispersals at Monchy-Breton and

the other half on the landing ground. Returning crews reported a large oil

fire as well as fires in the dispersals.

The Venturas' leader said that in the raid on Merville all bombs burst

in the target area.

Combats between fighters were very few. In one of then a London flying

officer closed to 30 yards and sent a F.W.190 spinning down. The action

occurred during the bombing of Bryas-Sud airfield.

"I dived 6,000 feet" said the pilot "and then I saw a F.W. 190 with his

legs down. He was taking very violent evasive action, skidding, turning and

closing his throttle, so I overshot him, I almost rained him a couple of

times, in fact. I didn't see my strikes on him but there was an explosion and whei

I last saw him he was spinning straight down".


