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Foilowing is text of speech by the Lord

Chancellor at the Dominions Cinema, Edinburgh,
tonight.

Speaking at a demonstration organised by the Ministry of Information
in Edinburgh (Sunday, Sept. 29) , the Lord Chancellor said:

"We have heard something lately from Italian sources about a

proposal to declare Rome an ’open town 1 with a view, apparently, to insure

it from the risk of any further air attack, I will take the opportunity of

making two general observations on this subject from the point of view of a

student of international law.

"In the first place, I am not aware that there is any rule of inter-

national law which confers immunity from attack upon a town which makes

such a declaration. Some people seem disposed to attribute to it as magical
an effect as the incantation of * Open Sesame* in die Arabian Nights.

"The question whether a town can be legitimately bombarded from the

air depends not on whether it calls itself *open ? or ’undefended’, but on

whether it contains any military objectives.

"Civilians who are taking no part and are rendering no assistance in

carrying on the war should not be made the object of deliberate and direct

attack - that is plain enough, though it certainly does not lie in the

mouths of those who direct Axis bombing to say so.

"But merely •’declaring* a town to be an open town makes no difference

whatever. It would be rather like raising the white flag while continuing

the fight. It is not what the enemy declares, but what he is doing, which

matters.

"Secondly, it 'would in any case seem next door to impossible to

transform a great capital city, the nucleus of government and of war-

direction, a scat of 'war-manufacture, the nerve centre of administration

and the junction for military transport, into a purely non-belligerent

area. Why, the lines of railway by means of which whole divisions of the

German Army move up and down the length of Italy are concentrated in and

around Romo.

"Ne may confidently leave the practical decision in this matter to

the Allied Commanders, but for the benefit of commentators, these simple

reflections may perhaps not seem entirely out of place,"
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