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NEW SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS RULES

Widows with children now eligible

The new regulations, on supplementary pensions approved by Parliament last

month will come into force on Monday (30 thAugust)* Widows under 60 years of age

who have children and are receiving a pension and children’s allowance under the

contributory pensions scheme will then be eligible to apply for Supplementary

Pensions,

Until now, only widow pensioners age 60 or over have been eligible for

Supplementary Pensions, Widows under 60 who were unable to keep themselves and

their children on their National Health and Pensions Scheme allowances have been

able to get help only from the local Public Assistance authority.

Supplementary Pensions are paid by the Assistance Board through the Post

Office, in the same way as widow's pensions under the contributory scheme.

They are subject to a test of means, and the weekly allowance paid depends

upon the amount of other resources rent, and the number and age of the children, in

accordance with the scales approved by Parliament.

The Assistance Board asks that any widow with one or more children who has a

National . Health and Pensions Scheme contributory pension
and is in need of further help should apply at once for a Supplementary Pension,

All she. has to do is to get a form at the Post Office, fill it in and send it

to the local office of the Assistance Board (the address can also be obtained at

the Post Office), an officer of the Board will then call bn her, and the decision

will be given within a few days.

Old Age Pensioners

Supplementary Pensions are at present being paid in respect of nearly

1,400,000 old age pensioners andwidow pensioners of 60 or over, at a cost of about

£43*000,000 a year. In addition to bringing wide?/ pensioners under 60 with children

into the scheme, the new regulations also make a number of changes which will benefit

old age pensioners. These include the following; -

The amount of capital - apart from "new money" invested in War Savings -

which a pensioner may have without being disqualified from getting a Supplementary

Pension is now increased from 5300 to £4oo* This means that a pensioner who has

been unable to get further assistance through having between £3OO and £4OO capital

can now apply, Forms can be had from the Post Office,, This £4OO limit does not

include money invested in War Savings since war began, provided it is "new money"

and not simply a transfer.

The amount which; is reckoned as weekly income f rom each £23 of capital (after
the first 523) is reduced from one shilling to sixpenc. This will mean an increase

in the Supplementary Pensions for a large number of people already receiving

allowances. There is no need for them to make any application to the assistance

Board* The allowances will be adjusted and the pensioners will be told in due

course what the new payment will- be.

(NOTE; These regulations apply to England, Scotland and Wales,

Similar regulations will come into force on the same

day in Northern Ireland, )
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