
26/8/43 No. 30.

Air Ministry News service Air Ministry Bulletin No.11308

TROUSSEAU MONEY BUYS RUBBER DINGHY

The sift of a rather dinghy to the Royal Canadian Air Force in

this country by a London girl is the indirect sequel to a pre-war

short-wave- radio friendship between two young radio enthusiasts, an

Englishman and a Canadian.,

The Englishman, Reginald Auckland, of Hornsey, used to talk over

the ether to jimmy Newman, of New Toronto, Ontario, and often told

him of his sister, Eileen Auckland.

When war came, Newman joined the Royal Canadian Air Force as a

pilot, and eventually came to England to fly bombers. He visited

Hornsey to see Reginald. He also met Eileen, and they fell in love

immediately, and soon afterwards were engaged.

But two days later, 22-years-old Flight-sergeant James Newman,

R.C.A.F. was reported missing after 16 operational trips on Wellingtons

and stirlings. He had taken part in one of the 1,000-bomber raids in

the spring of 1942.

Eileen, wait ing in Hornsey, was convinced that he would be

reported a prisoner, so she c ontinued to save money towards the

trousseau she hoped one day to buy. But some months later he was

reported "missing, believed killed,"

. one day recently, the day on which they were to have been married,

Miss Eileen Auckland walked into the London headquarters of the

Royal Canadian Air Force with her trousseau money, She wanted she

said, to buy something with it that might save the life of another

airman.

There was enough money to buy a rubber dinghy of the type
which has saved many hundreds of valuable lives, and yesterday she

presented it to the R.C.A.F. It was received by pilot-officer pat

Finnerty, D.F.M. of Rosetown, Sask, another Canadian who flies with

Newman's squadron. "I hope some pilot will be glad of it one day,"

she said.


