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AIR MARSHAL INSPECTS W.A.A.Cs

The first "passing-out” parade of American W.A.A.Cs was taken

yesterday (Tuesday) by Air Marshal Sir Arthur S. Barratt, A.O.C-in-C.

R.A.F., Technical Training Command.

Fifty W.A.A.Cs of an entire squadron had completed their training

course as teleprinter operators, end one now "being posted to on-

controlled airfields in Britain to take the place of personnel

who have been carrying out these important duties since the U.S. 8th

Air Force have been in this country.

These are the first W.A.A.A.Cs to be trained in Britain for special
duties. They arrived from the United States about three months one,

and have been at on R.A.F. school for a month. There they have been

given tuition in English methods of teleprinting, by W.A.A.A.F. non-

commissioned officers who one instructors at the school*

In due course, as the girls complete their training, the remainder

of the squadron will be posted to other airfields of the 8th Air Force,

They were led on parade by Second Lieut. Alice Holm, who was formerly a

book-keeper in Los Angeles. With the Air Marshal, at the saluting base,

were Col. C.H. Welch, from Nebraska, who commands a section of the 8th

Air Force in which the W.A.A.Cs will serve, and Capt. Mary Hallaran,
Battalion Commander of the W.A.A.C., whose home is in Boston (Mass.)

High-ranking officers of the R.A.F. who accompanied the Air Marshal

were Air Commodore H.M. Probyn, A.O.C. the school, Air Commodore J.R.

Cassidy, Group Officer E.M. McLeod, Senior W.A.A.F. officer of Technical

Training Command

Lt, Holm said the W.A.A.Cs found it difficult at first to accustom

themselves to English ways, and particularly to English speech, but they
had adjusted their views pretty well in the part three months.

English food, too, must have troubled them at first, for in an

address to the girls. Sir Arthur Barratt sard he had heard that the

more English coffee they drank, the more they liked English tea.

Sir Arthur Barratt congratulated them on the way they had worked

while at the school, and reminded them that the signals service was as

vital to an Air Force as were the flying personnel.

Supporting the American squadron on parade wore four squadrons of

W.A.A.F. officers and N.C.Os, which the Air Marshal afterwards addressed.

He also visited the W.A.A.C, quarters and inspected their kit and equipment,
and later paid visits to the cookhouse, A.T.C. cadets in their classrooms,
and the teleprinter school.
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