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N.F.S. BENEVOLENT FUND

The Home Secretary, speaking today at the inaugural luncheon to the national

Fire service Benevolent Fund, of which he is joint president with Mr. T. Johnston,

Secretary of State for Scotland, said that it was decided to set up a separate

N.F.S. Benevolent Fund in March, 1942.

Bailie Murray, Mr. Sharples, Mr. Varley, Mr. Howard Roberts and Mr. Green,

were to be heartily congratulated on the draft constitution, which has now been

submitted and to which final approval has been given, it has been the Horne

Secretary’s desire and the desire of the Department throughout the discussions

which have taken place, to have the scheme run by the service on its own account.

They settle the procedure and the policy, but there is the qualification which

must be made that the organisation is part of the N.F.S. set up, and bears its

name.

He emphasised very strongly that the Home office view has been all along, and

still is, that the administration of the fund could not be done satisfactorily by
a Government department but must be in the hands of the service itself, it is the

National Fire service’s own show. The firemen and forewomen will raise money for

the Fund by their own efforts, and can be left to dispese of the money in on

equitable and proper way, The first Rational council will last for only six months,

when it will be replaced by an elected council*

The Joint benefit of having a Rational
" id is that it has the national

organisation of the service at its disposal end can cater equitably for all parts
of the country, one more example of the opportunities which nationalisation has

provided for us to improve the lot of the rank and file members of the service.
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