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A MISSING HALIFAX TURNS UP

A Halifax bomber, reported missing from the attack on Milan on the

night of August 12, arrived back at its station in the north of England

early this morning.

The members of the crew left this country In their ordinary flying
kit. They returned wearing khaki shorts and khaki shirts: unshaven, and

loaded with bananas, grapes, lemons, and melons.

After bombing war factories in Milan they had gone on to North Africa,
and returned to England.

It was after crossing the Alps, on the way to Milan, that the oxygen

supply began to fail. Bombs were successfully dropped on the target, but

the lack of oxygen was beginning to make the men feel exhausted and it was

obvious that they could not survive the great height at which the bomber

would have to fly to re-cross the Alps,

The captain - a Norwegian - decided to fly on to North Africa, reducing

height to below ten thousand, feet, so that his crew could, breathe freely.
The navigator (Sgt, C.M. Murfitt, of Fishpool, near Mansfield) quickly
worked out a course, and the 700-mile journey to a Tunisian airfield, was

covered without trouble.

The men were given a great welcome by their astonished comrades in

Tunisia, and they were at once presented with tropical kit.

The discomfort of the African sun in normal flying clothes is

unbearable. The next day they prepared to leave, and then flew their air-

craft back to base in the north of England,

They wore eagerly awaited at the airfield. Telegrams had been sent

out informing the next-of-kin that the men were missing.

Sgt. Murfitt's father was already at the airfield to see if the

Squadron Adjutant could give him any further details, and to collect his

sons property.

He was shown a signal, which had just arrived, to say that the aircraft

was on its way back and he was present when his son landed this morning.

Enthusiastic tribute was paid by the crew to Sgt. Murfitt's expert navigation.


