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MOSQUITO CROSSES THE ATLANTIC

A Mosquite was the first Canadian-built aircraft to be ferried

across the Atlantic for operational use in Britain. It was named by a

Royal Canadian Air force crew - Flying Officer J.G. Uren, the 22-years-old

pilot, and Flying Officer R.C. Bevington, the 23-years-old navigator. They

brought the world's fastest aircraft in a series of hops to Greenland

and Iceland and finally to Britain - a distance of approximately three

and a quarter thousand miles ~in 14 hours 44 minutes. Both are members

of the ferry service of Transport Command.

The Mosquito was named "Action, Ont" by reason of the high place
of the town in the fourth Victory War Loan drive, and it was followed

to Britain by the Mosquito named after New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, flown

by an American civilian pilot of R.A.F. Transport Command,

F/O Uren has made five Atlantic ferry trips, three with Hudsons,
one with a B.26 and, now the Mosquito, and he votes the latter his best

trip.

"It was a very nice kite to fly", he said, "although my colleague

and I were a little cramped for such a long trip, as the Mosquito is not

a transport aircraft. There was good weather all the way across and

only for two hours did we have to fly with instruments, Arriving in

Britain though, someone pointed out that all the figures on the Mosquito
added up to thirteen, I 'm glad that fact escaped my notice before we

set out"

"On the take-off from Canada", said Flying Officer Bevington, "We

looked pretty small beside the line-up of giant four-engined liberators

waiting to be ferried across. But although we were little cramped it

was a good trip in a good aircraft".

The two officers sent a cable of congratulation to the workers of

the De Havilland factory where the Mosquito was built.


