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As a result of the bomber offensive the rulers of Germany are faced with a series

of problems for which there is no parallel in the history of modern warfare*

He are apt to forget how much our urban, civilisation depends on specialised .and

mechanical services* The existence of main water supplies, of gas and electricity

services and of abundant transport make it possible for an increasing proportion of

industrial workers to concentrate on forms of production other than the mere provi-

sion of elementary needs like food and shelter.

When these services are destroyed by aerial bombardment men again become hewers

of wood and drawers of water, and must concentrate on the provision of food and fuel

and clothing and a roof over their heads.

The two shortages which are most marked in Germany today are clothing and housing.

In the matter of clothing we in this country have just had a reprieve, since we are

told that the present number of clothing coupons will continue for five months longer.

But on 31st July it was announced by the German wireless that the Reich Handi-

craft Group had prohibited the making of clothes and underwear from 1st August until

30th September, except clothing for air raid victims, uniforms, mourning, and maternity

clothes*

On the following day it was announced that the clothes ration card was for the

time being completely suspended, and that articles of clothing could not be purchased
at the moment by adults of either sex.

Of course it is always possible in any district to evacuate some of those who

have been bombed out and to crowd essential workers into the houses that remain.

But these expedients can only be effective for a time and recent evidence shows that

saturation point has undoubtedly boon reached in many cities of Western Germany.

This means that the authorities must decide either to abandon local industry al-

together in the cities concerned or to divert priceless labour and material for the

'provision or repair of housing accommodation.

We all know that the successful conduct of war depends upon the planning ahead

not only of military operations but of all production behind the line. The bomber

offensive must have added enormously to the difficulties of the German planners.

They know that many heavy Blows are going to Be inflicted But they cannot toll
where and in what order they will fall. Plans which they make today may Be rendered

quite valueless tonight* In these circumstances they must find it increasingly
difficult to give the General Staff any indication of the scale of supplies which they
will Be able to provide in the coming months*

These are some of the consequences But the development of the pre-

cision raid such as the raids on the Mohne Dam, Huls or Ploc sti opens up entirely new

possibilities. Ever since the Beginning of the war the lay-out of German industry
•and sources of supply have Been studied in the greatest detail. Be have always known
where the most vulnerable points in the enemy's economy were to Be found. But it

was not until very recently that the development of bombing technique made it possible
to strike at them.

I am not going to enter in the controversy as to whether there are two Germanys ,-

the ordinary German - and the Nazis, But in a purely geographical sense there arc

certainly two Germany's today* A few days ago it was stated in the German press
that "During the past few months a new frontier has been drawn through tho Reich,
It cannot be found on a map, it is not fixed and it may be changed any day ......"
This frontier lies between districts which have been raided and those which have not.

lam not going to venture on any prophecy. The, Germans are a tough and resolute

people. But it is likely that the price of continued resistance will grow steadily
as the year goes on, and as the nights lengthen. Therefore it would not be

surprising if the people in raided Germany were to say, as the German industrial
workers are reported to have said in October 1918: "Better an end with horror than
horror without end,"
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