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Preface  
 
How does one go about telling the story of the war that engulfed the whole world?  

In school we are taught the narratives of the “big movers,” as my Professor Judith Coffin 

likes to call them. We know that the war was much more than that. It is a human experience 

unique to each, but shared amongst us all. Who among us does not have a story of how their 

relatives’ lives were changed forever by things that happened during that tumultuous period?  

Today will forever be a product of yesterday; this principle has remained true since long 

before World War II. In this sense, it is quite obvious that the geopolitical problems we face 

today are the unsolved problems of yesterday. The partitions of Palestine and India, leftover Cold 

War tensions, the realities of mutually assured destruction…  these are issues that our 

grandparents could not solve and will likely not be solved by my generation, either. These are 

also issues which can be talked about exclusively in terms of “big movers.”  

One must dig deeper to find the issues that deeply affect and alter the lives of individual 

human beings.  

When Bernie Sanders’ supporters filed a class action lawsuit against the Democratic 

National Committee, they accused Debbie Wasserman Schultz of committing the very same 

crime that Hannegan had committed in 1944 to secure Truman’s Vice Presidential Nomination.  

In the wake of the Stoneman Douglas High School shooting in Parkland, Florida, Emma 

Gonzalez and her fellow classmates spoke out against what they perceived as the wrongdoing of 

their government, just as Sophia Scholl and the White Rose did 76 years beforehand. 
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We still idolize those who have proven themselves morally unfit, like Coco Chanel. We 

still portray those who fight against us as terrorists with little discussion of how it is that they see 

themselves, just as we did Subhas Chandra Bose.  

This album presents just a small collection of stories, hand-picked according to my own 

personal understanding of the war. 

Martyrs & Meists begins with a foreshadowing speech delivered by Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt on December 29, 1940. The album then covers the occupation of France and the rise 

and fall of Germany, each song progressing chronologically (although with some overlap). The 

album then explores the events of the second half of the war, including the decision to drop the 

nuclear bombs on Japan. The album concludes with two songs that celebrate, albeit mournfully, 

our memory of the war.  

In addition to this chronological organization, Martyrs & Meists adheres to a general 

pattern of each song memorializing a more obscure character than the last, progressing from 

Roosevelt, the “biggest mover” of them all, and his direct references to Adolf Hitler as his foe, 

until the last two songs which are about mere students (one from yesterday, and one from today).  

A third form of organization brings the album together geographically. The first song 

starts out all the way west in America, but steadily the album progresses further east, through 

Europe, Eurasia, Asia, until we come full circle, all the way back to my kitchen and my Japanese 

housemate and friend in Austin, Texas.  

Enjoy. 
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1. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 
“‘There are two worlds that stand opposed to each other. Others are correct when they say, with 
this world we cannot ever reconcile ourselves. I can beat any other power in the world.’ So said 
the leader of the Nazis.  
 
And they will be in a position to bring enormous military and naval resources against this 
hemisphere. It is no exaggeration to say that all of us, in all of the Americas, would be living at 
the point of a gun - a gun loaded with explosive bullets, economic as well as military. 
 
We should enter upon a new and terrible era in which the whole world, our hemisphere included, 
would be run by threats of brute force, and to survive in such a world, we would have to convert 
ourselves permanently into a militaristic power on the basis of war economy.  
 
Let us no longer blind ourselves to the undeniable fact that the evil forces which have crushed 
and undermined and corrupted so many others are already within our own gates. Your 
government knows much about them. These people not only believe that we can save our own 
skins by shutting our eyes to the fate of other nations, some of them go much further than that. 
They say that we can and should become the friends, and even the partners of the Axis powers. 
Some of them even suggest that we should imitate the methods of the dictatorships, but 
Americans never can and never will do that. 
 
No man can tame a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There can be no appeasement with 
ruthlessness. There can be no reasoning with an incendiary bomb.”  1

 
In this fireside chat on December 29, 1940, Franklin Delano Roosevelt spoke plainly 

about the brewing war in Europe. Roosevelt, having again secured his presidential office, no 

longer had any need to make campaign promises that, “your boys aren’t going to be sent into any 

foreign wars.”  In October of the previous year, physicist Leo Szilard, with the help of Albert 2

1 Roosevelt, Franklin D., Fireside Chat 154, (December 29, 1940).  
2 Roosevelt, Franklin D., Campaign Address at Boston, MA. (October 30, 1940). 
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Einstein, had made Roosevelt privy to the possibility of the Nazis developing nuclear weaponry.  3

Since that date, Roosevelt watched in horror as Germany successfully invaded Czechoslovakia, 

Poland, Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, and France. This period at the end of 1940 was 

the largest military lead for the Axis, as well as the apex of Hitler’s popularity. 

Roosevelt employed Hitler’s dichotomous description of “two worlds” not only to 

present the Axis powers as an outward military threat, but also as a means of pointing out the 

internal sociopolitical struggle between freedom-loving Americans and those who would 

“suggest that we should imitate the methods of the dictatorships.” Roosevelt recognized the 

threat to democracy in the significant American Nazi presence, including the over 20,000 

American Nazis who attended a rally at Madison Square Garden in New York City on February 

20, 1939.  Feeling as though the free world was in peril both within and without, Roosevelt 4

called upon America to become “the great arsenal of democracy” in this same speech.  

It is within this tumultuous climate of politically fueled armament that Roosevelt’s 

speech sets the anxious tone of Martyrs and Meists. The dichotomy of “two [irreconcilable] 

worlds” to which Roosevelt refers not only had clear implications for world leaders navigating 

the new realm of total war, but also symbolized the polarizing forces tugging at communities of 

individuals worldwide. Questions of appeasement vs. action, of collaboration vs. resistance, of 

violence vs. nonviolence tore down the old fences of indecision upon which ambivalent 

populations sat and erected new fences with boundaries that defined the life and death 

implications of us vs. them. The big and small individuals who had to make these life and death 

decisions, and the beliefs that motivated them, are the central concern of this album. 

3Einstein-Szilard Letter to Roosevelt, (August 2, 1939).  
4Curry, Marshall, When 20,000 American Nazis Descended Upon New York City (Oct 10, 2017). The 
Atlantic.  
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2. Simone Weil  
 
If God is good, why does this evil manifest? 
These mass arrests, these dispossessed?  5

If God is good, why is man so war 
obsessed? 
Evil permitted; evil pervaded 
Caesar, Napoleon, now Hitler’s invaded 
 
Simone once sought to solve this problem of 
theodicy 
Weil’s cosmogony’s an apophatic theology 
We are what God is not; the opposite of holy 
She was devout as can be 
 
“The greatest spirit of our time”  6

She never was baptized 
She found meaning and life in the beauty 
around her 
Despite all of the sins of the world that she 
found herself in 
 
Simone once read the epic poem, The 
Odyssey 
And found that bloodshed was no historical 
anomaly 
Men transformed to things was no mere case 
of cacology 
The protagonist was force itself compelling 
men to commit atrocities 

5 Weil, Simone, The Need for Roots, 
“Uprootedness,” pg 48.  
6 Albert Camus once referred to Simone as “the 
only great spirit of our time” in a letter to Weil’s 
mother in 1951  

So what is it then, a problem with our 
biology? 
 
Our psychology? Philosophy? A bad case of 
mortal despondency? 
 
We’re the top he once set spinning  
The game he keeps from winning 
My God he won’t stop, not even to talk to me 
 
We’re the top he once set spinning 
The game he keeps from winning 
My God he won’t stop, not even to talk to me 
 
 
If each of our truths must have a martyr  7

And the sane view of the world is truth 
Truth is balance, but unbalance is no lie 
God’s the silent truth for whom we all die 
 
In ‘43, Simone received a sad prognosis 
At 34, she succumbed to tuberculosis 
De Gaulle called her insane 
But read her Gravity and Grace 
And when he prayed 
He too heard the pearl of silence 

7 Sontag, Susan, review “Simone Weil” New 
York Review of Books, (February 1, 1963).  
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“The cause of wars: there is in every man and in every group of men a feeling that 
they have a just and legitimate claim to be the masters of the universe - to possess it. But 
this possession is not rightly understood because they do not know that each one has 
access to it (in so far as this is possible for man on this earth) through his own body.”   8

- Simone Weil 
 
When Adolf Hitler rose to power in 1933, Simone Weil believed that the Marxist 

presence in Germany (the most influential Marxist community in Western Europe) was doomed. 

She assisted her German communist friends in fleeing the Nazi regime, and redoubled her 

commitment to the plight of the working class. When the Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936, 

Weil eagerly traveled to Spain with rifle in hand to join the anarchist columns of Buenaventura 

Durruti. Despite lifelong illness and her obviously non-Spanish blood, Weil insisted to the 

anti-fascist leader Julián Gorkin that she be selected as a covert agent to rescue the imprisoned 

Catalonian Marxist Joaquín Maurín. When he refused, saying that she would be recognized as a 

foreigner and die for nothing, Simone replied that she had “every right”  to sacrifice herself if 9

she chose.  

This stubborn commitment to austerity and sacrifice, coupled with her unquestionable 

genius, marks Simone Weil’s short life as exceptional. At just six years old, a young Simone had 

refused sugar in solidarity for the troops fighting on the Western Front. When, 25 years later, 

Nazi Germany successfully invaded France in just six weeks, she was eager to risk her life to 

join the French Resistance.  However, in order to persuade her Jewish parents to flee occupied 10

France, she agreed to instead join them on the voyage to the United States. Simone then traveled 

8Simone Weil, Gravity and Grace, “Violence” (2002) 85. 
9 Simone Pétrement, Simone Weil: A Life (1988) 271. 
10 Simone Pétrement, Simone Weil: A Life (1988) 462-463. 
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to London, working again for the French Resistance, where she began writing plans for France’s 

post-liberation future.  Though she intended to complete her Special Operations Executive 11

training, her plans to resist were thwarted when she was diagnosed with tuberculosis.  

Although she had the resolution and fearlessness of a freedom fighter, Simone Weil was 

not able to participate as boots on the ground; perhaps God’s plan for her was that of an 

intellectual, to witness and contemplate the global war erupting around her. Why was human 

history filled with war? She churned over this question in a variety of contexts, comparing the 

Axis powers and their methods to those of Ancient Rome, revisiting even the wars described in 

the ancient texts of the Bhagavad Gita, from which she had taught herself Sanskrit as a teenager. 

However it was the Homeric Iliad that most struck Simone Weil as an accurate depiction of war. 

She thought she saw in the Iliad a relevant description of God’s role in the universe, in 

the lives of men, and in war. Long before Jesus had declared, “He that taketh the sword, will 

perish by the sword,” the Iliad (18.309) had pronounced, “Ares is just, and kills those who kill.”

 She discerned in the Iliad the foreshadowing of Jesus’ conception of a God who did not favor 12

the strong over the weak or the victors over the defeated by exempting any class from suffering. 

Achilles, Agamemnon, Hector all suffered.  Even the sweet Patroclus, and the Thersites, who 

Weil describes as “reasonable in the highest degree”  suffered.  13

Despite these individuals who engaged in battle, Simone Weil understood the “true 

subject” of the Iliad and of war to be force itself. Force, as she described it, was that which 

turned men into things, whether by reducing them to inanimate corpses or otherwise by 

depriving them of their own volition. When she wrote that, “the human spirit is modified by its 

11 Weil, Simone, The Need For Roots, (2002) 57.  
12  Weil, Simone, Iliad, or the Poem of Force, (2003) 5. 
13  Weil, Simone, Iliad, or the Poem of Force, (2003) 9. 
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relations with force, as swept away, blinded by the very force it imagined it could handle, as 

deformed by the weight of the force it submits to,”  she pointed to the central role of force as the 14

protagonist. The men and which side they fought for remained largely insignificant, with one 

“barely aware that the poet is a Greek and not a Trojan.”  Because of the equitable treatment of 15

all men, Weil postulated that those that carried on the oral tradition,  

 
“saw their own image both in the conquerors, who had been their fathers, and in 

the conquered, whose misery was like their own… they could look at it as the conquered 
and as conquerors simultaneously, and so perceive what neither conqueror nor conquered 
ever saw, for both were blinded.”  16

 
The ancient poets thus conveyed that same central truth that Weil saw in the bible: that by its 

very blindness, destiny establishes a kind of justice that enlightens but does not intervene.  17

Weil’s unique theology assimilated this conception of a God that enlightens but does not 

intervene. When she wrote that “evil is the form which God’s mercy takes in this world,”  she 18

struck down the idea of divine benevolence. Creation, as she understood it, took place when an 

omnipotent God partially withdrew, letting things run their own imperfect course. In this oblique 

way, she understood the silence of God towards man’s suffering as a merciful deliverance.  

14 Weil, Simone, Iliad, or the Poem of Force, (2003) 1. 
15 Weil, Simone, Iliad, or the Poem of Force, (2003) 26. 
16 Weil, Simone, Iliad, or the Poem of Force, (2003) 27. 
17 Weil, Simone, Iliad, or the Poem of Force, (2003) 27. 
18 Weil, Simone, Gravity and Grace, “Metaxu”, (2005) 132. 
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 3. Der Erlkönig 
Poem by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, 1782 
Performed by Alexander Moissi, 1922 
 
Springtime for Hitler and Germany  19

Rhineland’s a fine land, once more….  
 
Wer reitet so spät durch Nacht und Wind? 
Es ist der Vater mit seinem Kind; 
Er hat den Knaben wohl in dem Arm,  
Er faßt ihn sicher, er hält ihn warm. 
 
“Mein Sohn, was birgst du so bang dein Gesicht?”  
“Siehst, Vater, du den Erlkönig nicht? 
Den Erlenkönig mit Kron’ und Schweif?”  
“Mein Sohn, es ist ein Nebelstreif.” 
 
“Du liebes Kind, komm, geh mit mir!  
Gar schöne Spiele spiel’ ich mit dir; 
Manch’ bunte Blumen sind an dem Strand, 
Meine Mutter hat manch gülden Gewand.”  
 
“Mein Vater, mein Vater, und hörest du nicht,  
Was Erlenkönig mir leise verspricht?”  
“Sei ruhig, bleibe ruhig, mein Kind; 
In dürren Blättern säuselt der Wind.”  
 
“Will, feiner Knabe, du mit mir gehn? 
Meine Töchter sollen dich warten schön; 
Meine Töchter führen den nächtlichen Reihn. 
Und wiegen und tanzen und singen dich ein.”  
 
“Mein Vater, mein Vater, und siehst du nict dort 
Erlkönigs Töchter am düstern Ort?”  
“Mein Sohn, mein Sohn, ich seh’ es genau: 
Es scheinen die alten Weiden so grau.” 
 

19 The Producers, Mel Brooks. (2005).  

14 



Ich liebe dich, mich reizt deine schöne Gestalt; 
Und bist du nicht willig, so brauch’ ich Gewalt.” 
“Mein Vater, mein Vater, jetzt faßt er mich an! 
Erlkönig hat mir ein Leids getan!” 
 
Dem Vater grauset’s; er reitet geschwind, 
Er hält in Armen das ächzende Kind, 
Erreicht den Hof mit Mühe und Not; 
In seinem Armen das Kind war tot. 
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English Translation by Edgar Alfred Bowling 
 
Who rides there so late through the dark and drear? 
The father it is, with his infant so dear; 
He holdeth the boy tightly clasp’d in his arm, 
He holdeth him safely, he keepeth him warm. 
 
“My son, wherefore seek’st thou thy face thus to hide?” 
“Look, father, the Erl-King is close by our side! 
Dost see not the Erl-King, with crown and with train?” 
“My son, ‘tis the mist rising over the plain.” 
 
“Oh come, thou dear infant! Oh come thou with me!  
For many a game I will play there with thee; 
On my strand, lovely flowers their blossoms unfold, 
My mother shall grace thee with garments of gold.” 
 
“My father, my father, and dost thou not hear  
The words that the Erl-King now breathes in mine ear? 
Be calm, dearest child, ‘tis thy fancy deceives; 
‘Tis the sad wind that sighs through the withering leaves.” 
 
“Wilt go, the dear infant, wilt go with me there? 
My daughters shall tend thee with sisterly care; 
My daughters by night their glad festival keep, 
They’ll dance thee, and rock thee, and sing thee to sleep.” 
 
“My father, my father, and dost thou not see, 
How the Erl-King his daughters has brought here for me” 
“My darling, my darling, I see it alright, 
‘Tis the aged crey willows deceiving thy sight.” 
 
“I love thee, I’m charm’d by thy beauty, dear boy! 
And if thou’rt unwilling, then force I’ll employ.” 
“My father, my father, he seizes me fast, 
For sorely the Erl-King has hurt me at last.” 
 
The father now gallops, with terror half wild, 
He grasps in his arms the poor shuddering child; 
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He reaches his courtyard with toil and with dread, 
The child in his arms finds him motionless, dead. 
 
 

Two and half millennia after the ancient Greeks first recited the Iliad, the great works of 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe inspired new generations of conquerors and conquered. A witness 

to the rise and fall of Napoleon’s empire in Germany, but never to a unified German state, 

Goethe achieved personal fame through his writing and served as a statesman during the origins 

of German nationalism. Decades before unification in 1871, the poet already emerged as a 

national hero for Bavarians, Badeners, Saxoners and Prussianers alike. Despite this shared taste 

for Goethe, as one German wrote in a 1983 issue of Die Zeit weekly, “There is no such thing as a 

German consciousness that is both binding and unifying.”  For a country with as fragmented a 20

history as Germany’s, perhaps there is no better way to understand a national identity than 

through its literary heroes.  

It is a difficult task (and one that we shall not undertake here) to connect the German 

nationalism that began with Goethe to the nationalistic fervor that eventually gave Hitler the 

chancellorship. Yet Goethe’s stories so often depict the degree of tragedy appropriate for a tale 

of the rise and fall of Germany.  

His most famous poem, “Erlkönig,” depicts a father riding home with his sick son dying 

in his arms. As the boy’s life fades, he is tempted to come join the “Elf King,” lured by promises 

of games, wealth, and daughters. His father dismisses his sons account of these events, instead 

suggesting natural explanations of the ethereal phenomena. After the Elf King threatens to use 

20 German History in Documents and Images (GHDI) Volume 9. Two Germanies, 1961-1989, A 
Liberal Intellectual Reflects on “the Burden of Being German” (September 2, 1983) 
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force, the boy’s father approaches his residence, whereupon he finds that his son has passed 

away. 

The song seems to me an appropriate way to memorialize a population of perpetrators 

and victims. Although the Elf King does not include Lebensraum in his appeals to the boy, his 

threatening promises convey a similar sort of temptation flavored with despotism as those of the 

Führer. The increasing urgency and menace of each new stanza brilliantly paints that spectrum of 

collaboration that became all too important after the war. How many Germans could reasonably 

argue that their participation in Nazi activities had been due to the implicit threat of force, rather 

than buying into Hitler’s racialism? What promise could be worth trading away one’s life? 

The tragedy of the Erlkönig, like that of Nazism, is patrilineal. This cross-generational 

tragedy presents itself initially as an issue of communication. The worlds that the child and his 

father describe are not the same; they speak past one another. The tragedy ultimately culminates 

in the boy’s death. Although memories of Nazi crimes were largely suppressed in the immediate 

aftermath of the war, Germans were able to publicly commiserate with those soldiers who died 

by the hundreds of thousands for Germany in the frozen dystopia of Russia. The popular image 

of German youth, freezing and defeated in Joseph Vilsmaier’s Stalingrad echoes that of the boy 

in Goethe’s Erlkönig, betrayed by false promises.  
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4. Subhas Chandra Bose 
 
If good and evil, life and death are both dichotomies 
Well let me tell you about a man who shattered both 
White folk can’t even pronounce his name  
Subhas Chandra Bose 
 
Oh Netaji 
Did you really think you could win? 
Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind 
Oh Netaji 
Was martyrdom in your plan for freedom?  
 
What God said to Gabriel, I don’t know 
It’s not my story to tell but here I go 
If the price is blood well you can have it all 
Your sons and daughters yes I’ll take them all 
When my plane will crash 
I will transcend the fall 
God alone is my judge 
We’ll make Goliath fall 
 
In the west they call him terrorist 
How dare you resist the British Empire? 
While the war is on and the world’s unstable 
Try and take a seat at the big boy table 
 
But slow down, woah now, what would Gandhi say? 
Try for independence the non-violent way 
And when you fall down, way down, what will Gabriel say? 
Netaji, my friend, you’ve got quite the resumé 
 
Oh Netaji 
Did you really think you could win? 
Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind 
Oh Netaji 
Was martyrdom in your plan for freedom?  
Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind  
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If Goethe’s most famous poem, Erlkönig, might be used as a metaphor for German 

nationalism, perhaps his most famous play, Faust, is more ripe for comparison to the rise and fall 

of the Indian nationalist Subhas Chandra Bose. Bose, sometimes called the “George 

Washington” of India, remains unanimously a hero in that subcontinent. A freedom fighter, Bose 

proved to the British that Indians were capable and willing to fight and die for their right to 

independence. Many believe that Bose and his men’s bravery, rather than the peaceful 

demonstrations of Mahatma Gandhi, most contributed to the independence of India from the 

British Empire. The story of Bose, much like Goethe’s Faust, is the story of a by-all-accounts 

good man who shook hands with the devil. 

The former president of the Indian National Congress’s alliance with Hitler can best be 

understood, as with Faust’s deal with Mephistopheles, as a decision framed in terms of 

opportunity rather than good versus evil. His creation of the Nazi-funded Free India Radio, as 

well as the Free Indian Legion (which consisted of British Indian prisoners of war who had been 

captured by Erwin Rommel’s Afrika Korps), revealed Subhas Chandra Bose’s uncanny ability to 

seize whatever opportunity presented itself.  Bose had in fact sought other opportunities for 21

independence, but when the Bolsheviks had given him the cold shoulder, Bose had no choice but 

to turn to the Axis powers for support. Bose did not himself subscribe to Nazism, but rather saw 

in Hitler someone with a common enemy in the British Empire.  

Operation Barbarossa signaled to Bose that Hitler did not plan to invade India in the near 

future.  Bose thus turned his efforts to the east, where he was able to reconstitute the Indian 22

21 Getz, Marshall J. Subhas Chandra Bose: A Biography (2002).  
22Thomson, Mike. Hitler’s secret Indian Army. (2004). BBC News 
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National Army (out of British Indian prisoners of war who had been captured by the Japanese at 

the Battle of Singapore), and start the invasion himself with a force of 60,000.  

Although unsuccessful in his Burmese campaign, Bose is celebrated as a military leader 

largely because of his ability to unite disparate populations under a single cause. A devout 

Muslim, the “Netaji” was respected as a spiritual leader by Christians, Hindus, Muslims and 

Sikhs alike spanning vast regions of south and southeast Asia. Bose’s slogan “Jai Hind,” 

meaning “long live India,” laid bare the cause under which he united so many. He empowered 

the women in his army, including the revolutionary captain Lakshmi Sahgal and her Rani of 

Jhansi Regiment.  As for Bose’s military failures, one could easily point to the Indian National 23

Army’s crippling dependence on the Japanese Imperial Army for supplies.  

In light of the overwhelming odds against which Bose fought, one might understand his 

actions as motivated by a willingness to sacrifice himself for his cause, which he believed was 

righteous. Although Bose hoped that upon entering India with his troops, his fellow countrymen 

would throw off the shackles of imperialism and fight alongside him, he understood that he 

would have to fight through much of the Malay Peninsula and Burma before any small chance of 

those reinforcements. He made no false promises to his troops; a free India would be paid for 

with blood. 

Subhas Chandra Bose did not want to die; he had optimistically prepared more extensive 

plans for what a post-imperial India would look like than any of his contemporaries. But Bose 

believed rightly that by resisting, whether he lived or died, he would ensure an end to 

imperialism by proving that Indians were willing to fight and die for their freedom.  

23 Lebra, Joyce. Women Against the Raj: The Rani of Jhansi Regiment (2008). 
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Shortly after hearing about the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the subsequent 

Japanese surrender, Bose prepared to flee north, seeking asylum in Russia. His plane exploded 

outside of Taihoku (modern day Taipei), and after eight hours of treatment of his third degree 

burns, Subhas Chandra Bose passed away.   24

The end of the story for India’s last great unifier marks the beginning of the story of 

partition. If anyone had the ability to unite the Indian peoples and question the world as the 

British conceived it, it was Bose. Whether Subhas Chandra Bose could have helped lead a free 

India without partition, or at least through a peaceful partition, will forever remain a curious 

what if. Perhaps his mastery of propaganda and his uncanny ability to get disparate peoples to 

work together would have allowed his beloved countrymen to unite under their similarities, 

rather than fracture under their differences.  

 

 

 

  

24 Getz, Marshall J. Subhas Chandra Bose: A Biography (2002).  
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5. Gabrielle Bonheur “Coco” Chanel 
 
Marilyn Monroe only wore No.5 to bed 
And Jackie wore a Chanel suit when John lost his head 
I wonder if they knew that Coco Chanel was a nazi? 
 
In Vichy France 
Chanel’s Romance 
Not that Boy Capel , but the German Hans 25

 
Nazi headquarters but they made a bed for her, oh well 
Chumming it up with the nazis in the Ritz Hotel 
Nazi headquarters but they made a bed for her, oh well 
Thirty years later spent her deathday in that same hotel 
 
Well you’re so proud to wear those interlocking Cs 
But did you know that Coco Chanel was a nazi? 
 
She’d see the Sparrow  right through the night 26

She’d collaborate in broad daylight 
Lombardi in disguise as her lesbian vice warned Churchill with advice 
That Coco Chanel was a nazi spy 
 
You say you see both sides like Chanel 
But now you can shine by yourself 
No we don’t need no Chanel  
 
 
 

 

 

25 Captain Arthur Edward ‘Boy’ Capel, the designer of the bottle design for Chanel No. 5 and financier of 
Chanel’s first shops, was one of her lovers from 1908 until his death in 1919 (The Times, 24 December 
1919, p. 10: "Captain Arthur Capel, who was killed in an automobile crash on Monday, is being buried today") 
26 Hans Günther von Dincklage went by Spaz, the German word for “sparrow”, Hal, Vaughan, Sleeping 
with the Enemy: Coco Chanel’s Secret War (2011) dust jacket.  
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Coco Chanel is perhaps best known for her billion-dollar brand, her signature “No. 5” 

scent, and for her tremendous influence on fashion. Her image and persona became that of a 

cultural icon, one so pervasive that even today the owners of the Chanel brand choose to keep the 

public conception of the company “about Coco Chanel.”  Her name is associated with more 27

than design and business success, but synonymous with a sort of sex appeal that challenges 

conservative norms. To this day, artists such as Frank Ocean  celebrate her nonconformity to 28

traditional sexuality, including her open relationships, promiscuity, and homosexual experiences.  

Those who celebrate Chanel are subject to a particularly viral strain of selective memory. 

Too often we remember her solely as a business mogul, rather than as a staunch opponent of 

organized labor. We discuss her sexual freedom without mentioning how she used her sexuality 

to disguise her meetings with fellow Abwehr informants. We altogether fail to acknowledge her 

deeply anti-Semitic, homophobic, and racially motivated ideologies. 

In the early 1920s, Chanel spent much of her time fraternizing with the British 

aristocracy, including her lover the Duke of Westminster, and his friends Winston Churchill and 

Edward, the Prince of Wales. The Duke of Westminster, Hugh Richard Arthur Grosvenor, had 

been an outspoken anti-Semite and homophobe and was well known for his pro-German 

sentiments.  His outspoken views emboldened Chanel, who was known to make homophobic 

comments.  During the war, Chanel took advantage of Nazi racial laws in an attempt to seize 

complete control of her brand from the Jewish Wertheimer family. The Duke played an 

instrumental role in influencing Coco Chanel to participate in an Abwehr mission codenamed 

“Operation Modellhut,” in which she intended to use her friendships with both Churchill and the 

27 Thomas, Dana. “The Power Behind The Cologne.” The New York Times. (Feb. 24, 2002). 
28 Ocean, Frank. “Chanel.” Blonded Radio, 2017.  
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Nazis to broker a bilateral peace deal between the British and Germans.  The plot was foiled 29

when her one-time friend and business partner, Vera Bate Lombardi, refused to act as convoy to 

Churchill but instead denounced Chanel and her Abwehr agent Hans Günther von Dincklage as 

Nazi spies.   30

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

29 Hal, Vaughan, Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel’s Secret War (2011) 161. 
30 Hal, Vaughan, Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel’s Secret War (2011) 174-175. 
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6. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn  
 
Aleksandr 
What have you found within this ice? 
Your smile reveals you think it’s nice 
To you just meat 
But you know it’s prehistoric life 
 
Oh Aleksandr 
Just like the fish, or was it salamander? 
Are you just meat? 
Where is your soul? 
Where do you think you’re going to go? 
You know your home 
This Gulag Archipelago 
 
Oh Aleksandr 
They’ll find you trapped within the ice 
Tomorrow’s prehistoric life  31

They’ll find you neat, but never really know your strife 
 
Oh Aleksandr 
Just like the fish, or was it salamander? 
Are you just meat? 
Where is your soul? 
Where do you think you’re going to go? 
You know your home - this Gulag Archipelago 
This Gulag Archipelago  
 
Oh Aleksandr...  

31 Zhang, Sarah. “An Ice-Age Squirrel Found by Gulag Prisoners Gets Its Scientific Due.” The Atlantic, 
(March 2, 2017). 
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“There is nothing that so assists the awakening of omniscience within us as 

insistent thoughts about one’s own transgressions, errors, mistakes. After the difficult 
cycles of such ponderings over many years, whenever I mentioned the heartlessness of 
our highest-ranking bureaucrats, the cruelty of our executioners, I remember myself in 
my Captain’s shoulder boards and the forward march of my battery through East Prussia, 
enshrouded in fire, and I say: ‘So were we any better?”   32

-Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
 

A decorated  commander of a sound-ranging battery in the Red Army, Aleksandr 33

Solzhenitsyn had helped drive back the Nazi invaders and taken part in the USSR’s greatest 

moment of glory. He had also witnessed his fellow Soviet military compatriots rob and 

gang-rape German and Polish noncombatants to death in East Prussia.  His tour of duty abruptly 34

came to a halt when, a month before German capitulation, Solzhenitsyn was arrested for 

criticizing how Joseph Stalin was conducting the war in a private letter to his friend Nikolai 

Vitkevich.  When the NKVD sentenced him to eight years in the Gulag, a once-loyal socialist 35

Solzhenitsyn lost what little faith he had left in the USSR.  

The story that this song explores comes from the foreword of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s 

book, The Gulag Archipelago.  Solzhenitsyn wrote the book as a conglomerate of different 36

32 Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr. The Gulag Archipelago. (1974) 266. 
33 Award document : Solzhenitsyn Aleksandr Isayevich, Order of the Red Star.  pamyat-naroda.ru (in Russian) (2016)  
34 Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr, trans. Conquest, Robert. Prussian Nights (1974).  
“The little daughter’s on the mattress, 
Dead. How many have been on it 
A platoon, a company perhaps? 
A girl’s been turned into a woman, 
A woman turned into a corpse. 
It's all come down to simple phrases: 
Do not forget! Do not forgive! 
Blood for blood! A tooth for a tooth!” 
35 Ericson, Edward E. Jr.; Klimof, Alexis The Soul and Barbed Wire: An Introduction to Solzhenitsyn  
(2008). 
36Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr. The Gulag Archipelago. (1974) xi. 
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experiences from the zeks he encountered during his prison sentence in the Gulag. The story of 

those prisoners who stumbled across the ancient frozen remains of some salamandrine creature 

contains many of the motifs, in my view, of the Russian experience during World War II. 

In this frozen wasteland, the preserving effects of the cold laid bare the remnants of a 

series of parallel histories of war and natural selection. Despite all that territory conquered and 

lost by Hitler and Napoleon before him, neither the Grande Armée nor the Wehrmacht ever 

touched this treacherous landscape of Siberia. Men did not need to kill one another here, for they 

froze or starved without assistance. For the ten million Soviets imprisoned in the Gulag and the 

one million civilians that died in the Siege of Leningrad alike, the war was a non-stop struggle 

for survival where food and warmth were scarce.  One cannot outwardly comprehend the slow 37

horrors of starvation and widespread cannibalism that the Soviet populations experienced in this 

period.  38

Rather than dwell on the ghastly details of any one particular experience, this song is 

meant to draw the listener’s attention to those stories that have been forgotten. One might study 

the behavior of the sufferer and better understand how these stories become lost, neglected, or 

silenced.  Just as it was difficult for many Leningraders to find paper to record their final 

moments on, preferring to burn what flammable material they had for warmth, so might we 

understand the behavior of those zeks that found a unique relic of ancient history and saw only a 

meal. Survival instincts trumped what sentimental value they had for a fading memory.  

 

  

37 Snyder, Timothy, Bloodlands. (2010). 411-412. 
38 Colley, Rupert. Only Tanya is left - the short life of Tanya Savicheva (2010).  
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7. Tadayoshi Koga 
 
Tadayoshi Koga turned the tide of the war but  
Not for his own side 
Though that wasn’t cause he tried 
Shot down by small arms fire turned his plane into a glider 
And on impact well he died 
But his airplane it survived 
His wingmen, they had orders to destroy any downed plane 
But they didn’t want to risk it lest Tadayoshi still remained 
Unaware that dangling there by seatbelt still restrained 
‘Til weeks had past and then at last his Zero had been claimed 
 
Oh Tadayoshi Koga turned the tide like Saratoga 
But not for his own side 
Though that wasn’t cause he tried 
Shot down by small arms fire turned his plane into a glider 
And on impact well he died 
But his airplane it survived 
 
Before Koga, they downed a dozen Allied planes per Zero  39

Someone check that math - it’s undefined 
If Koga evened those odds, should we call him a hero 
Even if we’re not for whom he died 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

39 Thompson, J. Steve, Peter C. Smith. Air Combat Manoeuvres: The Technique and History of Air Fighting for 
Flight Simulation. (2008) 231.  
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“Man is a slave in so far as between action and its effect, between effort and the 
finished work, there is the interference of alien wills… Never can man deal directly with 
the conditions of his own action.”  -Simone Weil 40

 
 

Tadayoshi Koga lived and died for the Japanese Empire. A 19-year old flight petty 

officer first class, Koga participated in a fatal air raid on Dutch Harbor, Alaska in June 1942. 

During an engagement with American defenses, Koga and his two wingmen shot down the 

American PBY-5A Catalina piloted by Bud Mitchell and strafed the surviving crew.  Amid the 41

chaos, Koga’s Mitsubishi A6M Zero was struck by small arms fire, piercing its fuselage with .50 

caliber bullets.  

Leaking fuel, Tadayoshi Koga had no option but to make an emergency landing. He 

deployed his landing gear without realizing that the island on which he attempted to touch down 

was composed of wet mud and marsh. The plane flipped upside down, breaking the nineteen 

year old Koga’s neck, killing him instantly. Koga’s two wingmen circled the downed plane, 

knowing that they had orders to strafe any plane left behind. However, believing that Koga might 

have survived the crash, the wingmen could not bring themselves to destroy Tadayoshi Koga’s 

Zero.  42

Koga hung, suspended by his seatbelt for a full month, until American personnel 

salvaged his plane on July 11. In September 1942, Lieutenant Commander Eddie R. Sanders was 

able to fly Koga’s refurbished Zero, whereupon he discovered weaknesses of the plane that 

turned the tide of aerial battles in favor of the U.S. Army Air Forces. His findings are as follows: 

 

40 Simone Weil, Gravity and Grace, “The Social Imprint” (2002) 155. 
41 Rearden, Jim. Koga’s Zero: The Fighter That Changed World War II. (1995) 54.  
42 Rearden, Jim. Koga’s Zero: The Fighter That Changed World War II, (1995) 58.  
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“The very first flight exposed weaknesses of the Zero which our pilots could exploit with 
proper tactics … immediately apparent was the fact that the ailerons froze up at speeds above 
200 knots so that rolling maneuvers at those speeds were slow and required much force on the 
control stick. It rolled to the left much easier than to the right. Also, its engine cut out under 
negative acceleration due to its float-type carburetor. We now had the answer for our pilots who 
were being outmaneuvered and unable to escape a pursuing Zero: Go into a vertical power dive, 
using negative acceleration if possible to open the range while the Zero’s engine was stopped by 
the acceleration. At about 200 knots, roll hard right before the Zero pilot could get his sights 
lined up.”  43

 
The astonishing kill-death ratio of the Mitsubishi Zero, which had peaked at around 12:1, 

fell down to about 1:1 after Sanders’ discoveries.   4445

These numbers give credence to that satirical notion that Tadayoshi was a hero to the 

American people. After all, what other individual can claim to have had such an impact on the 

war as this petty officer - to have saved so many American lives? One might point to any of the 

factors that contributed to the deliverance of Koga’s Zero to American hands. Are the wingmen 

not heroes for thinking of their friends safety? Or what about the lucky marksman who hit the 

fuselage in the first place, shouldn’t he - an actual American - be the American hero? These 

twists of fate are never the product of just one individual acting alone, but rather the convergence 

of many factors including most importantly, chance.  The Zero itself played a significant role in 

the war - this we can prove. It is quite another thing to ask ourselves, “why?”   

43 Rearden, Jim. Koga’s Zero: The Fighter That Changed World War II, (1995) 73.  
44  Thompson, J. Steve, Peter C. Smith. Air Combat Manoeuvres: The Technique and History of Air Fighting for 
Flight Simulation. (2008) 231.  
45 Mersky, Peter B. Time of the Aces: Marine Pilots in the Solomons, 1942-1944. (1993).  
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8. Robert Emmet Hannegan 
 
In 1944 the other men went out and fought 
They hadn’t had a clue when their democracy was bought 
They never saw the postwar world that FDR had sought 
No the twice incumbent VP and the common man had lost 
 
The senator from Pendergast had just a couple votes 
But the DNC ensured the nomination was a hoax 
And the chairman in the end had the nerve to go and joke, 
“Please write on my tombstone, on the day I turned and croak, well  
‘Here lies the man the man who kept that socialist Henry Wallace from leading these United 
States’”  46

So come on down and try to understand the man who claims to have twisted fate 
 
My name is Robert Emmet Hannegan and no I won’t be back again 
Already done what common man just dreams they can you see 
That as chairman of the DNC chose Truman for the candidacy and Frank’s so weak 
That soon he’ll have the presidency 
 
Truman didn’t have a clue, what would Roosevelt do? 
They shared the same advisors but they hardly knew 
They said, “Hey we’ve got this bomb  
And we can drop it fast 
Before the Soviets get a chance to get in on the cake 
Or all the East, they’ll surely take 
We can’t leave this one up to fate 
We can’t wait 
We can’t wait” 
 
“There can be no appeasement with ruthlessness 
There can be no reasoning with an incendiary bomb” 
 
FDR’s old Uncle Joe, once friend but now so jaded 
He feared “True Man” and rightly so, for he had been elated 
When the bombs had dropped, over 100,000 hearts had stopped 

46 Chace, James What If? The Presidency of Henry Wallace. (2002) 394. 
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Truman couldn’t contain the joy in his walk 
For the Kremlin had surely heard the message 
A smoldering threat left in nuclear wreckage 
 

Although Harry S. Truman did not actively seek the vice presidential nomination, 

Chairman of the DNC Robert Emmet Hannegan was not about to let Henry Wallace “succeed to 

the throne.” Together with Edwin Pauley, the treasurer of the DNC; Frank Walker, the 

Postmaster General; George Allen, the Democratic party secretary; and Edward Flynn, a 

politician from New York, Hannegan and his allies formed a faction to ensure that Henry 

Wallace would not be re-elected to the vice presidency and thus could not be in a position to 

inherit the presidency.  47

Harry Truman did not want to run, repeatedly saying that he was not in the race nor did 

he want to be vice president. Truman even attended the DNC convention with a folded speech in 

his pocket nominating his friend Jimmy Byrnes.  However, labor leader Sidney Hillman 48

opposed the nomination of Byrnes, and it became clear to Hannegan that his best bet to defeat 

Wallace would be Truman, “the Missouri Compromise.” According to Truman biographer David 

McCullough, Hannegan’s faction “had been working through the night, talking to delegates and 

applying ‘a good deal of pressure’ to help them see the sense in selecting Harry Truman. No one 

knows how many deals were cut, how many ambassadorships or postmaster jobs promised, but 

reportedly, by the time morning came, Postmaster General Frank Walker had telephoned every 

chairman of every delegation. While police locked swathes of Wallace supporters outside of the 

venue, members of Hannegan’s faction promised members of the Convention that Roosevelt 

47 McCullough; Ferrell, Choosing Truman, (2000) 74-75, 82. 
48Hatfield, Mark O. Vice Presidents of the United States, 1789-1993. (1997) 411-418.  
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wanted Truman as his vice presidential choice. Elected by the boss system, Truman was sworn in 

as Vice President of the United States on January 20, 1945.  

 Franklin D. Roosevelt passed away just 82 days later on April 12, 1945, leaving Harry S. 

Truman as his successor to the presidency. Having only met Roosevelt a couple of times between 

his Vice Presidential nomination and Roosevelt’s untimely death, Truman spent the first few 

months of his presidency trying to replicate Roosevelt’s policies by deferring to his inherited 

advisors. In these crucial final months of World War II, Truman relied heavily on these advisors 

in developing nuclear policy. In August 1945, the United States dropped two different atomic 

bombs on the Japanese cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki in order to induce their “unconditional 

surrender.” Although the Americans justified the use of these bombs primarily in order to avoid 

the necessity of invading the Japanese mainland, which would inevitably cost American lives, 

the bomb was also dropped for other reasons. American decision-makers, including Secretary of 

War Henry Stimson and “Assistant-President” Jimmy Byrnes, most notably considered the 

diplomatic advantages use of such bombs would provide when dealing with Russia.  

Truman learned of the atomic bomb “S-1” project on April 25, 1945, when General 

Leslie Groves and Secretary of War Henry Stimson met with the president in the White House to 

discuss the bomb and its political ramifications. Upon introduction to the bomb, Truman was 

immediately confronted with some difficult decisions. Should the US share its secret weapon 

with its allies? Stimson’s memorandum that he discussed with the president referenced “a certain 

moral responsibility upon us which we cannot shirk without very serious responsibility for any 

disaster to civilization which it would further.”  Although Stimson brought up this “moral 49

49NSArchive Document 6B Stimson Diary, Memorandum discussed with the President (April 25, 1945). 
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responsibility” as well as the idea of possibly informing the Russians, Stimson also cautioned 

Truman against the development of nuclear arms by non-Americans. He warned that a nuclear 

weapon could be “used suddenly and effectively” by a nation “against an unsuspecting nation of 

much greater size and material power… although probably the only nation which could enter 

into production within the next few years is Russia.” From the very first moment that Truman 

was introduced to the bomb as a geopolitical force, the Soviet Union was his only potential 

nuclear threat, a consideration reflected by the decision-making process to drop the bombs on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Stimson and members of his Interim Committee, which was created in May 1945 to 

advise Truman on matters of nuclear policy, met on Thursday, May 31, 1945 and discussed the 

rising Soviet threat. Secretary of State Jimmy Byrnes, who somewhat took charge of the 

committee, expressed that “the most desirable program would be to push ahead as fast as 

possible in production and research to make certain that we stay ahead and at the same time 

make every effort to better our political relations with Russia.”  In this way, Byrnes wanted to 50

proceed cautiously with the Russians. He convinced the Interim Committee that it would be 

disadvantageous to the United States for them to share their nuclear secrets with the Russians for 

fear of losing their head start. At the same time, he foresaw a possible Soviet threat looming on 

the horizon, and cautioned for better political relations with the eastern ally.  

Exactly how this conversation turned from being about the possibility of a Russian 

nuclear threat to the effects of dropping a bomb on the Japanese and their will to fight, one may 

only guess, because the meeting minutes omit an hour long lunch break from 1:15 to 2:15 pm. 

50NSArchive Document 18, Interim Committee, (May 31, 1945). 
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However, promptly after this luncheon adjournment, the committee agreed with Byrnes not to 

give the Japanese any warning about the nuclear blast; that they “could not concentrate on a 

civilian area; but that [they] should seek to make a profound psychological impression on as 

many of the inhabitants as possible.”  Although the interim committee would end up having an 51

insignificant role in determining the actual targeting of the atomic bombing campaign, these men 

had Truman’s confidence such that Truman, who was an expert in domestic affairs, largely 

deferred to their judgement in making foreign policy. Had the Interim Committee recommended 

a non-military use of the bomb or some other diplomatic method of ending the war, Truman 

might have deliberated more seriously over alternatives to dropping the bombs on Japanese 

cities. However, top advisors such as Byrnes and Stimson instead presented the nuclear attacks 

as an opportunity to gain a diplomatic edge over the Soviet Union, and so that is how they were 

treated. 

In a memorandum for the president which was also addressed to Jimmy Byrnes, Stimson 

described the state of the war in the Pacific and some paths to peace. By summer of 1945, the 

war in the Pacific had reached unprecedented levels of barbarism. This barbarism contributed to 

both the American desire to end the war early and the willingness by certain military personnel 

to do so by any means necessary without moral hang ups. Although Japanese military leaders 

understood as early as the previous summer that they faced inevitable defeat, Japanese soldiers 

showed no less resolve in their willpower to fight. Stimson described the Japanese soldier who, 

“has proved himself capable of a suicidal, last ditch defense, and will no doubt continue to 

display such a defense on his homeland.”  Stimson was far from the only one who held this 52

51 NSArchive Document 18, Interim Committee, (May 31, 1945) 14. 
52 NSArchive Document 37 Letter from Stimson to Byrnes (July 16, 1945). 
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view; American leaders understood a Japanese invasion would be a bloody affair, and sought 

other methods of bringing about Japanese capitulation. Where Stimson and other top 

decision-makers including Byrnes disagreed, importantly, is the remaining content of that 

memorandum. Stimson believed that dropping the bomb might in fact be unnecessary; that a 

warning of nuclear destruction or Russia joining the war might be enough to induce surrender 

before the planned bombing date. As such, Stimson advocated for issuing this warning to Japan. 

However, the majority of the memorandum does not concern itself with Japan at all but 

with the possibility of Russian post-war occupation of Asia. Stimson attempts to appeal to what 

Roosevelt would have done, and thus refers to the Yalta agreement at several points. 

Accordingly, Russia would receive a naval base in Manchuria, and (unofficially) would share 

joint trusteeship of Korea with the US. If Russia sought joint occupation of the Japanese 

mainland, “after creditable participation in the conquest of Japan,” as per the Yalta Agreement, 

Stimson wrote that, “I do not see how we could refuse at least a token occupation.” He continues, 

“I would approve their occupation of the Kuriles or indeed their cession to Russia, but I do not 

relish Russian occupation further south.” Here Stimson lays out an explicit geopolitical objective 

for the United States with an implicit time limit. Understanding that Russia would declare war by 

mid-August and that however far south they reached would become the extent of their post-war 

occupation zone, Stimson wanted the war to end before the Russian army could advance all the 

way to Japan.  

In a memorandum of a conference between Truman and Stimson on June 6, 1945, 

Stimson even suggested to Truman that they consider telling the Russians that, “as yet we were 

not quite ready to take them in as partners” until “the first bomb had been successfully laid on 
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Japan.”  He describes the future of the American-Soviet relationship as one of “quid pro quos” 53

in establishing geopolitical boundaries, with a nuclear question left largely unanswered. Stimson 

suggested “that each country should promise to make public” all nuclear research; that this was 

an “imperfect” solution but that “in any case we were far enough ahead of the game to be able to 

accumulate enough material to serve as insurance against being caught helpless.” Stimson 

foresaw a nuclear arms race between the USSR and the US. He understood that Japan remained 

the US’s only enemy, but the USSR remained the only threat. 

In this conference, Stimson recommended not revealing any of the US nuclear secrets to 

the Russians until the first bomb was successfully dropped on Japan. Stimson, who played poker 

and liked to refer to the bomb as a “royal straight flush,”  liked to keep his cards close to his 54

chest. When Truman offered him news of diplomatic successes with the Russians by Harry 

Hopkins, Stimson expressed doubt that the Chinese would be able to retain “actual power” in 

Manchuria despite Russian promises. Evidently, Stimson was not sure that the US would be able 

to trust Russia once the Soviets no longer needed their alliance. Although Stimson clearly 

believed that a bomb should be used on the Japanese if they refuse to surrender, in this 

conference he briefly worried about the United States getting “the reputation of outdoing Hitler 

in atrocities.” However, this apparent hang-up had more to do with American reputation than any 

real moral objection, as evidenced by his “fear” that “before we could get ready the Air Force 

might have Japan so thoroughly bombed out that the new weapon would not have a fair 

background to show its strength,” to which Truman laughed and said he understood. Stimson’s 

last point raises the question, to whom is he attempting to show this weapon? With the Japanese 

53 NSArchive Document 21 Memorandum of Conference with the President, (June 6, 1945). 
54 NSArchive Document 12 Stimson Diary Entries (May 14-15, 1945). 
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military all but defeated, Stimson sought to intimidate the only threat to American power whom 

he could foresee - Stalin.  

Although it was Stimson who spelled out why it would be geopolitically advantageous 

regarding Russia to drop the bomb, in fact he had very little to do with the actual logistics of 

choosing the nuclear detonation sites. While the Interim Committee in DC later recommended 

use of the bomb to have a “profound psychological impression on as many of the inhabitants as 

possible,” it was always up to a military Target Committee headed by Major General Leslie 

Groves to determine how best to achieve that goal. In a series of meetings held in J. Robert 

Oppenheimer’s office in Los Alamos, New Mexico from May 10-12, the Target Committee 

drafted a priority ordered list of proposed targets. The top priority cities (Kyoto, Hiroshima, 

Yokohama, and Kokura Arsenal, respectively) each included “a large urban area of more than 

three miles diameter;” Groves and his Committee sought to maximize casualties without 55

discriminating between soldier and civilian. After a series of objections, Stimson, who had spent 

some time in Japan, eventually succeeded in convincing the Target Committee to remove Kyoto 

from the list of potential targets. He reasoned that the needless destruction of the Japanese 

cultural capital would potentially be a source of contention in a postwar relationship with Japan 

for years to come. However, nobody with the authority to alter the list of target cities made much 

of an effort to protect the other Japanese cities. 

General Groves led the way in selecting targets for the nuclear bombs. Groves had a 

personal stake in the project, and wanted to feel as though he had contributed to Allied victory. 

He wanted the bomb to have as profound a psychological impact as possible, which ultimately 

55 NSArchive Document 11 Memorandum from Major Derry to Groves (May 12, 1945). 
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meant killing as many Japanese as possible. In the Target Committee minutes, Groves singled 

out Hiroshima as an ideal target on the grounds that because it was the “largest untouched target 

not on the 21st Bomber Command priority list, consideration should be given to this city.”  56

Groves desired for the bomb to be used in a way that might end the war, and justify both his rank 

and the sheer magnitude of the Manhattan Project, which had employed nearly half a million 

people (or nearly one in every 250 people in the country at the time!).  

The final list of targets, verified by the Target Committee, General Groves, and Chief of 

Staff George Marshall, along with detailed instructions for the bombing raids were sent by 

Colonel John Stone to General Hap Arnold and his B29 base on Tinian on July 24, 1945. The list 

included four cities prioritized in order of their population sizes, Hiroshima (population 

350,000), Nagasaki (population 210,000), Kokura (population 178,000), and Niigata (population 

150,000).  The very next day, Acting Chief of Staff General Thomas T. Handy issued an order 57

to General Carl Spaatz, the Commanding General of the US Strategic Air Forces. The orders 

were very clear: the bombs would be delivered “as soon as weather will permit visual bombing 

after 3 August 1945”  on one of the four targets selected by the Target Committee. The order 58

continued, “Additional bombs will be delivered on the above targets as soon as made ready by 

the project staff.” The nuclear bombing campaign had been given the green light and would be 

treated by planners almost as if it were a regular bombing raid. Weather and weather alone 

would determine which of the four cities would burn and which inhabitants would be spared 

from the nuclear hellfire.  

56 NSArchive Document 9 Initial Meeting of the Target Committee, (May 2, 1945). 
57 NSArchive Document 60b Memorandum from Col. John Stone to Gen. Hap Arnold “Groves Project” 
(July 24, 1945). 
58 NSArchive Document 60e General Thomas T Handy to General Carl Spaatz, (July 26, 1945). 
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The 509th Composite Group, 20th Air Force received their orders to deliver the nuclear 

payload before Japanese leaders had the opportunity to respond to an ultimatum delivered by 

Truman at the Potsdam Conference in Germany on April 26. Japan would later refuse the 

ultimatum, which called for the unconditional surrender of all Japanese armed forces, or face 

“prompt and utter destruction.”  Although the four cities lacked any sort of defensive 59

capabilities against the B-29 bomber, the raids were carried out without too much moral concern 

due in part to the increasing intensity of the American fire-bombing strategy. The bombing of 

mainland Japan had steadily increased throughout the war until General Curtis LeMay became 

commander of the XXI Bomber Command in January and began leading 64 incendiary attacks 

on Japanese cities, including “Operation Meetinghouse” on Tokyo. “The most destructive air 

raid in history” burned down over 16 square miles of the city, killing as many as 100,000 

civilians). Although the plan for the attack explicitly mentioned “not to bomb indiscriminately 

civilian populations,” in fact the Air Force did not discriminate between civilian and military 

targets. In light of these facts, one might classify the incendiary and nuclear raids on Japan as 

some of the first and most dramatic instances of American terror bombing.  

The purpose of this essay is not to burden any particular individual with the guilt of the 

crimes of a nation, but to point out how seemingly minor transgressions of power can translate to 

annihilation. Though it is my personal opinion that Henry Wallace would not have sanctioned 

the terror bombings of Japan, whether with uranium, plutonium, or napalm, I am not one to 

speak for dead men. Though his advisors would have been the same as both Roosevelt and 

59 Potsdam Declaration Defining Terms for Japanese Surrender, (July 26, 1945). 
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Truman’s, history shows us again and again how a single individual in the right place at the right 

time can make all of the difference.  
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9. Sophia Magdalena Scholl  
 
Resist passively 
Be the bad conscience 
Sometimes it’s right to will your own country’s defeat 
That’s all she wrote and they sent her to the guillotine 
 
Sophia  
Magdalena Scholl 
Sophia 
Only 21 years old 
 
That’s all she wrote 
That’s all she wrote 
 
Sophia 
Magdalena Scholl 
Sophia 
Only 21 years old 
 
Well that’s all she wrote 
That’s all she wrote 
 
Somebody after all had to make a start...  60

60“Somebody, after all, had to make a start. What we wrote and said is also believed by many others. 
They just don’t dare express themselves as we did,” Sophia Scholl, statement to the Volksgerichtshof of 
Judge Roland Fresiler, (February 21, 1943). 
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“How can we expect righteousness to prevail when there is hardly anyone willing to give 

himself up individually to a righteous cause? Such a fine, sunny day, and I have to go, but what 
does my death matter, if through us, thousands of people are awakened and stirred to action?”   61

-Sophia Magdalena Scholl, last words 
 

Sophia Scholl and her siblings had come a long way from their leadership days in the 

Hitler Youth when they formed the White Rose to resist the Nazi party. There had been a time 

when a twelve-year-old Sophia was confused why her father did not seem to share her 

excitement for her successes in the Hitler Youth.  By the time her brothers were arrested for 62

participation in the German Youth Movement, and her father was arrested for criticizing Hitler, 

she understood that behind the intoxicating Zusammengehörigkeitsgefühl of the populist party 

lurked a suppressive bully state.  

The six core members of the White Rose, including five students and one professor, 

distributed six different pamphlets through the University of Munich in 1942. In addition to the 

pamphlets, their graffiti campaign called for “freedom from Hitler the Mass Murderer,” on 

streets and buildings across Munich.  The pamphlets were far from extreme. Sophia’s first 63

leaflet was a reprinting of the Catholic Bishop August von Galen’s condemnation of the Nazi T4 

euthanasia campaign.  Other pamphlets described the horrors committed by SS on the Eastern 64

front, including mass graves and shootings.  The second pamphlet specifically condemned the 

mass murder of Jews, reflecting that, “300,000 Jews have been killed in [Poland] in the most 

bestial way… The German… cannot be exonerated; he is guilty, guilty, guilty!” The fourth 

leaflet mournfully reads, “Neither Hitler nor Goebbels can have counted the dead… It is the time 

61 Indictment of Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, and Christoph Probst (February 21, 1943). 
62 Inge Scholl, The White Rose: 1942-1943 (1983). 5-6. 
63 Inge Scholl, The White Rose: 1942-1943 (1983) 60. 
64 Cox, Thomas J. Leaflefts of the White Rose, (1991). Fourth leaflet 
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of the harvest, and the reaper cuts into the ripe grain with wide strokes.” The White Rose did not 

advocate violent resistance; these simple statements of truth (in fact an underestimation of the 

extent of the Nazi brutality in 1942) were their only resistance. 

Sophia, her brother Hans, and Christoph Probst were each found guilty of treason and 

sentenced to death by guillotine by the Volksgerichtshof. The members of the White Rose were 

fully aware of the risks that they took by printing criticisms of the regime. At his interrogation, 

Sophia’s brother Hans is quoted as saying, “I knew what I took upon myself and I was prepared 

to lose my life by so doing.”  By valuing moral truth above their own lives, they hoped to spark 65

the redemption of a country that had sinned.  When they assumed the role of “bad conscience,” 

they took it upon themselves to, “try to achieve a renewal from within of the severely wounded 

German spirit.”  Knowing that Hitler’s defeat was inevitable, the members of the White Rose 66

did not need to risk their lives. However, Sophia Scholl and her friends chose to die for truth 

rather than live full of silent guilt.  

 
  

65 Indictment of Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, and Christoph Probst (February 21, 1943). 
66  Cox, Thomas J. Leaflefts of the White Rose, (1991). Fourth leaflet 
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10. Takahiro Shimada 
Story and English translation by Takahiro Shimada 
 
えー、この話は、うちのおばあちゃんが

もう20年位前にこっそり聞かせてくれた

話で。 
昔おばあちゃんがうちのおじいちゃんと

結婚する前に、大二次大戦中なんだけど

も、好きな人が居たらしくて。 
二人は逢ったりしていたらしいんだけ

ど、その人はパイロットで、戦争末期

だったらしいんだ 
けど、 
その人が突然、「俺は特攻隊に志願した

んだ」って言い始めたらしくて。 
もう、うちのばあちゃんもその人の家族

もびっくりして必死に止めたらしいんだ

けど、もう本 
人は全く聞かなくて「俺は国のために命

を捧げるんだ」と言って、遂に出撃する

日が来てしまっ 
て。 
うちのおばあちゃんはその人が駅から盛

大に送られるのを、遠くから泣きながら

見ていたらし 
くて、それがおばあちゃんが見たその人

の最期の姿だったそうです。 
その人はそのまま敵艦に特攻して死んで

しまって。そしておばあちゃんはその後

うちのおじい 
ちゃんと結婚して、その話はその後はも

うずっとおじいちゃんが亡くなるまで全

く話すことは 
なかったそうです。 
 

Well, it’s a story which my grandma told me 
secretly about 20 years ago… it’s a story 
during WW2. Before grandma married my 
grandpa, she had a boyfriend and they 
sometimes had 
a time together. At that time it was near the 
end of WW2 and he was a pilot. But one day, 
suddenly he told her “I volunteered for a 
special attack unit (which is known as 
Kamikaze)”.  
 
She and his family were stunned and they 
tried to stop him. But his will was so strong 
and refused to quit. 
 
He said “I will offer my life for this 
country”. 
 
And finally the day had come. He was 
leaving his town to join the unit and lots of 
the 
people came to see him off at the station. My 
grandma was crying and watching that 
scenery 
away from the crowd. That was the last 
moment she saw him.  
 
He dove into American vessels and died 
later. After the war, grandma married my 
grandpa. She didn’t talk about that story 
until my grandpa died. 
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The smell of sizzling pork fills the kitchen at Eden House co-op on a lazy Saturday 

morning.  

“That smells good,” I say enviously as Taka nods. I open the refrigerator doors and begin 

collecting breakfast taco ingredients. Taka skewers his pork chops one at a time and places them 

gently on a plate. I wonder if he’s going to eat all of them in one sitting.  

“I can’t get over how cheap the meat is in this country,” he says with a grin. For a brief 

moment I consider cooking some meat as well.  

Takahiro Shimada is 37 years old, 14 years older than the next oldest member of our 16 

member housing cooperative. Obsessed with Stevie Ray Vaughan, Taka traveled to the states to 

live out his dream of jamming just like his hero.  

He disappears into the dining room to eat while I crack eggs and prepare a bed of spinach 

on each tortilla. I think to myself how impressive of a guitar player Taka is; how brave he is to 

travel across the world to chase his aspirations. I think of how different his music is than mine, 

how different even the shape of his hands are from mine. We should jam. 

I walk into the dining room, tacos in hand, to find Taka still there waiting for me. 

“Marie told me that you were writing an album about World War II. I have a story to 
tell.”  
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roots when he began teaching himself the guitar. Drawing influence from his favorite guitarist, 

Antoine Dufour, George practiced his own fingerpicking style by exploring alternate tunings.  

As a non-music major, George chose to write Martyrs & Meists as a means to continue 

his creative pursuits without abandoning his academic ones. Practicing guitar, getting back into 

the piano, and jamming with friends all became productive uses of limited time with a looming 

thesis deadline. Discussions in classes, with professors, and even with random strangers became 

goldmines for song and lyric inspirations. Seemingly everyone has a connection to World War II.  

George has no idea what is coming next.  
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