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Vector readers,

Welcome back! It is time for another great semester here at The University of  
Texas. This spring, Vector staff  avidly looks forward to providing to you with 
the highest quality content possible, and we are proud to present our first issue 
of  2015.

As students, we are all familiar with the academic rigor of  an engineering 
degree plan. We know the grind of  waking up early for class, staying up late 
doing homework, and pulling all-nighters to study for exams all too well. 
However, when we sell our souls to the pursuit of  higher knowledge, it is easy 
to forget that there is more to college than just our studies.

Within the vibrant Longhorn community, there is a multitude of  organizations 
and opportunities to enhance our quality of  life and round us out as students. 
In this issue, Vectorstaff  has compiled the activities of  several student 
organizations to aid you in your efforts to get more involved. 

Of  course, we had some fun with other engineering topics as well: an 
exploration of  our university’s new 3-D printing station, advice and 
information on studying abroad, and a great deal of  other 
mind-ticklingcontent.

Remember- what starts here changes the world.

Regards,

Henry Merschat & Zach Chow
Editors-in-Chief

Note:
We welcome submissions from all students, faculty, and staff  and are always 
looking to add new members to Vector. The more the merrier! If  you are 
interested in joining or submitting an article, please contact us at vector@sec.
engr.utexas.edu

A World of Opportunity

Vector is the student engineering 
magazine on campus. Published by 
the Student Engineering Council, 
Vector is completely written, man-
aged, and designed by students for 
students. With issues dating back 
to 1971, the magazine has a long-
standing tradition of serving as the 
voice for engineering students at 
the University of Texas at Austin. 
The Vector staff publishes two 
issues per semester. 

For more information regard-
ing the Vector magazine, please 
contact us at vector@sec.engr.
utexas.edu.



 The Student Engineering 
Council at the University of  
Texas, commonly known as SEC, 
acts as the governing student 
body for the Cockrell School of  
Engineering.  SEC represents the 
concerns of  engineering students 
and professional societies to 
the college administration and 
university as a whole.  The 
mission of  the SEC targets 
four main areas; it strives to be 
the representative voice of  all 
engineering students; it works to 
increase engineering awareness 
through its programs and 
events; it fosters the professional 
advancement of  all engineering 
students within the College of  
Engineering; and it promotes 
leadership experience to its 
members. 
 The Council holds general 
meetings every Monday evening, 
during which issues facing the 
College and the University 
are discussed, corporate 
representatives speak, and 
Council business is conducted. 
The Council consists of  around 
70 internal members, all 
belonging to one of  the Council’s 
seven committees. These 
committees, led by one or two 
committee chairs, each work to 
fulfill a certain part of  the SEC 
mission.

Academic Affairs: Academic 
Affairs aims to improve the 
academic experience for all 
students in The Cockrell School 
of  Engineering. They do so by 
connecting students with other 
students, faculty, and the industry. 
Academic Affairs promotes 

STUDENT
ENGINEERING

COUNCIL
Written by Zach Chow
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undergraduate research through 
Poster Exhibition and Research 
Week, recognizing the best and 
brightest in the college, have 
Lunch n’ Learns with professors 
and companies, put on their 
semesterly Book Bazaar, and 
more to fulfill the goals of  
Academic Affairs at UT.
academic.af fa ir s@sec.engr.
utexas.edu

Engineering Activities: The 
purpose of  Engineering Activities 
Committee is to build community 
among engineering students 
through fun and social activities. 
The committee does so through 
numerous large events and 
celebrations such as Engineers 
Week, Rivals Week: Engineering 
vs. Business, and Dr. Ramshorn 
Beauty Pageant.
activities@sec.engr.utexas.edu
EXPO: The EXPO committee 
is in charge of  planning, 
publicizing, and putting on 
the Fall Engineering Career 
EXPO, as well as other events 
associated with it such as the 
Golf  Tournament and Senior 
Reception, which all are held 
every year in late September. This 
career fair, which attracts more 
than 300 engineering companies 
to the UT campus, is the second 
largest student-run career fair in 
the nation.
expo@sec.engr.utexas.edu

First Year Engineering (FEC): 
The First-Year Engineering 
Committee (FEC) is dedicated to 
building a tight-knit community 
of  rising student leaders in 
the school of  engineering by 

providing both social and service 
opportunities to new students. 
Open to all first-years in the school 
of  engineering, FEC provides 
opportunities for new students 
to learn about the resources and 
possibilities available through 
Cockrell.
fec@sec.engr.utexas.edu

Publicity: The goal of  the 
publicity committee is to market 
and advertise SEC events to the 
engineering community through 
creating posters and fliers and 
by maintaining SEC website and 
social media.
publicity@sec.engr.utexas.edu

Service: Service plans events 
that involve members of  the 
Cockrell School of  Engineering, 
the University, and the local 
community. The service 
committee also encourages and 
facilitates active participation in 
volunteer activities and projects. 
service@sec.engr.utexas.edu
Vector: Vector (that’s us!) is the 
quarterly student engineering 
magazine published by the 

Student Engineering Council. 
In the past, it has served as the 
voice of  engineering students at 
UT to the rest of  the Cockrell 
School of  Engineering faculty 
and students, as well as to the 
rest of  UT. Currently, Vector is 
regaining its audience around 
the UT campus and strives to 
become an essential part of  the 
average engineering student’s 
monthly reading material.
vector@sec.engr.utexas.edu
One fundamental aspect of  the 
Council’s representative duties 
is the communication and 
involvement with engineering 
societies. Many engineering 
societies within the College of  
Engineering designate a Society 
Representative who attends all 
SEC meetings and serves as the 
liaison between the SEC and the 
engineering society. The Council 
consists of  around 40 Society 
Representatives.  Through these 
representatives, the SEC is able 
to disseminate information to 
many engineering students and 
learn of  issues faced by students 
within the College.



 Our college years are one of  the times when 
we grow and develop the most, and when it comes 
to development, environment is one of  the most 
important, if  not the most important, factors. We all 
need a community of  peers who share our interests 
and our struggles (especially with registration for 
the same classes! I hope everyone got through 
safely!). To this end, the engineering community 
has a number of  organizations devoted primarily 
to developing professionally in our chosen fields 
and forging connections with the people that we’ll 
be sharing our experiences with for years to come.

 As a chemical engineer, I am more or less 
required to start off with this university’s dedicated 
Chem E community. The American Institute of  
Chemical Engineers (AIChE) has a chapter at 
UT Austin, led by president James Conger. This 
organization, in addition to hosting a number of  
tailgates, also invites company representatives to 
speak about their organizations and backgrounds 
with us, an experience that can often lead 
undergraduates to develop interests in a variety of  
different fields. They also participate in the ChemE 
Car competition, a competition that uses small-
scale chemical reactions to power a small car to the 
finish line. AIChE’s meetings are held on Fridays at 
3pm.

 Also taking part in the exciting world of  
engineering competition is ASCE, the American 
Society of  Civil Engineers. They compete in two 
primary projects: Steel Bridge and Concrete Canoe. 
Concrete Canoe is precisely what it sounds like, 
and the final product must be capable of  carrying 
four paddlers. Led by Emily Tat and Joyee Guin, 
the ASCE Concrete Canoe team is well-placed for 
success, having advanced to nationals in 2011 and 
winning first place in Final Product and second in 
Overall Races at last year’s regional competition. 
While competition success is exciting, the regional 
competition for Steel Bridge 2015 is actually taking 
place at UT Austin! ASCE is proud to be hosting 
over 300 people from the Texas-Mexico Region in 
a competition that compares each team’s bridge 
strength and aesthetic appeal to those of  all other 
teams in attendance. Led by Iana Ivanovna, Kyle 

Kishiyama, and Claudio Lopez, ASCE is looking 
forward to a successful year.

 IEEE (the Institute of  Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers) is the premier electrical 
engineering society at UT. Led by president Josh 
Frazor, IEEE holds all the tailgates and company 
presentations that other organizations do, and also 
introduces EE students to the newest technologies 
and innovations in the field. Recently, IEEE held a 
tech talk with representatives from TI (we all love 
those graphing calculators). Unlike most of  the 
engineering clubs, they have a much greater focus 
on technology and innovation in addition to pure 
professional development and networking. It also 
branches out into a variety of  branches focusing on 
specific parts of  electrical engineering like power, 
robotics, computing, and communications.

 Since this is the University of  Texas, I can 
hardly go without mentioning the Society of  
Petroleum Engineers . Led by Jeremy Lacamu, 
SPE is one of  the most successful organizations 
on campus, with huge amounts of  corporate 
sponsorship and an incredible internship and 
employment rate for those working immediately 
after graduation. Recently, members from the 
organization attended the SPE Annual Technical 
Conference and Exhibition held in Amsterdam, 
one of  the premier events in the petroleum industry. 
With over 300 exhibitors, 400 papers, and dozens 
of  training courses available, this event holds huge 
potential for the development of  engineers of  all 
ages and fields and is definitely something that 
those looking into petroleum should think about 
attending in the future.

 UT has a reputation for turning out engineers 
who are prepared for industry and graduate school, 
and its engineering clubs are a large component of  
what makes the Cockrell School so great. Each of  
these clubs holds dozens of  opportunities for future 
prospects or for simply meeting some really cool 
people. Make sure you join in!

Engineering Organizations 
Written by Aanandh Chandrasekar
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 Pi Sigma Pi Minority Academic Engineering 
Society, founded in 1973, is the fruition of  the dream 
of  Phil Schmidt to create a unified community 
among the minority students at the Cockrell 
School of  Engineering that supports them in their 
academic and professional endeavors. The group 
quickly began to grow over the next few years, 
and by 1994, UT chapters for two organizations 
with the same mission of  uniting specific niches of  
students had been founded under the umbrella of  
Pi Sigma Pi: the Society of  Hispanic Professional 
Engineers (SHPE) and the National Society of  
Black Engineers (NSBE). Today, Pi Sigma Pi and its 
two sister organizations have extended their reach 
beyond minorities to any and all STEM students 
who are interested in the organizations and share 
their ideals.

 Pi Sigma Pi’s vision is to empower its members 
throughout academia to become influential leaders, 
contributors, and innovators. As a means to this 
achieve this, it hosts corporate networking events, 
community outreach events, and socials. Despite 
its large membership of  over 100, it is a tight-knit 
group of  students, almost like a second family to 
members. In addition to networking opportunities, 
access to an online test bank, and tutors for many 
engineering courses from each discipline, Pi Sigma 
Pi offers members the comfort of  knowing that no 
matter how difficult classes are or how competitive 
the job market is, there are people that you can 
always rely on to be rooting for you to be the best 
you can be at what you love doing.

 On December 8th of  this year, Pi Sigma Pi will 
host the Young Engineers and Scientists (YES) Day 
event along with NSBE and SHPE. This event has 
been hosted for several years as a way of  reaching 
out to local middle school students. It starts off by 
giving the students an idea of  what an engineer is 

and what they do and a little bit about the different 
disciplines within the field. There are fun, hands-on 
competitions that get the students to work together 
as a team to solve an engineering problem. Following 
the competition, an engineering professional will 
give a presentation to the students about all the 
rewarding aspects of  being an engineer. Lunch 
will be provided for all who attend, after which 
there will be a tour of  several of  the engineering 
buildings, including a handful of  labs. The goal of  
this event is to convince students by the end of  the 
day that engineering is a fun and very rewarding 
field filled with endless opportunities, and, more 
importantly, to motivate them to unlock their 
potential as individual thinkers and innovators. 

 Pi Sigma Pi always welcomes new members 
with open arms, regardless of  ethnicity, gender, 
background, or major. This ideal is embodied in 
its tagline: PSP-People Serving People. That is 
the basis for what the organization is about—the 
students. Above all, it is a family for students at UT; 
a sturdy foundation of  people who wish the best for 
each other and do everything they can to help each 
other grow as students, as innovators, as leaders, 
and as people. 

Organization Spotlight:      Pi Sigma Pi
Written by Tony    

Photo courtesy of Pi Sigma Pi
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Written by Zach Chow

At The University of  Texas, we pride ourselves in our aptitude to foster 
innovation within our community. Across the campus, students and 
professors work tirelessly to constantly make improvements to the world 
around us. 

“What Starts Here Changes the 

Researchers in the College of  Education are changing the lives of  
families affected by autism and developmental disabilities

Researchers in the College of  Natural Science have introduced a 
new method for the desalination of  seawater that consumes less 
energy and is dramatically simpler than conventional techniques

Researchers in the Kinesiology and Health Education 
department at UT Austin are studying children’s physical 
activity and its effects on cognitive health, brain health, 
behavior and academic performance

makerspace
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Here within the walls

of the Cockrell School of Engineering,
 Our department has created a new 
makerspace studio for students to see their 
ideas come to fruition. In the basement of  the 
Engineering Teaching Center II (ETC 1.222), 
the Longhorn MakerStudio is an environment for 
engineering students to hone their hands-on skills 
by conceptualizing and creating projects using state-
of-the-art tools and machines. All undergraduate 
and graduate students from the Cockrell School of  
Engineering are welcome to use the vast amount of  
equipment such as 3D Printers, laser and plasma 
cutters, and CNCs (Carving Machines) at no cost!
Have no experience? Don’t fret! The Longhorn 
MakerStudio provides training to guide students 

looking to use 

specific equipment, tools, or printing materials.  
The makerspace also supplies raw materials and 
sheet goods that you can purchase at a generous 
cost, or you are more than welcome to bring your 
own material to work with for certain machines. 
The studio is a fantastic place for students who are 
looking for some technological experimentation, 
hardware development, or idea prototyping.  
For more information please visit the official 
website at
http://makerspace.engr.utexas.edu/
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Research is not the only criteria. Industry 
experience and having BIG IDEAS are just as crucial.

TeSPA AN INTERVIEW WITH TeSPA’S JUAN NEVAREZ

What is the goal of TeSPA?
The goal of  TeSPA is, in very basic terms, to establish 

a community amongst students at the University 
of  Texas who share the passion for competitive 

gaming. We want to give our members a 
unique environment where they can thrive 

and get the most out of  their college 
experience. 

What accomplishments have you guys received?
The most notable accomplishments of  the Texas eSports Association 
are the Lone Star Clash Tournaments. The events have included 
both Starcraft II and League of  Legends tournaments, two of  the 
biggest games in the world of  electronic sports. The organization has 
since gained worldwide attention and a reputation for quality and 
professionalism in event hosting. 

Why was TeSPA created and why did you join? 
The organization was originally created in August 2010 to bring 
together the Starcraft II players at the University of  Texas and 
has since grown to include other games such as Dota 2, League 
of  Legends, among others. I joined in the Fall semester of  2012 
because I had just been introduced to League and  was looking 
to meet people who shared the same interest as I did. Little did 
I know that joining TeSPA would be one of  the best decisions I 
would make while at UT. 

How do you balance TeSPA with your school 
work? 
The key to balancing both the organization with my school 
work is time management. I very recently started to make use 
of  a calendar so that I know my due dates for assignments as 
well as tasks that need to be carried out for the organization. 
It is somewhat of  a challenge but seeing the organization 
being successful and the satisfaction in people’s faces makes 
it worthwhile.

89



Research is not the only criteria. Industry 
experience and having BIG IDEAS are just as crucial.

 Your advisor is a big part of 
your journey. Find someone like Obi-
Wan Kenobi who can teach, guide, and 

discipline you (and maybe teach you the art 
of  the Force).

Keep an open mind. Although graduate study is 
typically of  a more narrow focus, it actually opens more 
doors to career advancement in the areas of  teaching, 

entrepreneurship, higher entry pay, and access to really 
smart people who change the world more than fresh 

college graduates.

 It is more individualistic in nature. Unlike 
undergrad, where you are always surrounded by your 

peers and homework partners, grad school requires more 
individual-based learning especially if  you are doing a 

Masters w/Thesis or PhD. TA for a class. Explore what it is like 
to explain concepts to undergraduates, 

because this will help you convey your ideas 
to anyone. (You’ll also get paid a decent 

monthly stipend with tuition covered).Take risks but make sure you follow 
through on commitments. Get involved in 

startups and plug in your ideas wherever you see a good 
opportunity. More people respect you as a MS/PhD 
student, so make use of  your network and expertise. Competition will not 

rule your life as much as 
undergrad. Grad school is about 

finding a niche and exploring it till you 
invent or innovate something. You’ll 
graduate with a MS or PhD quicker 

that way. 

You have to enjoy what you are doing, 
whether it be learning derivations, reading academic 

papers, or playing with lasers.

Graduate school builds confidence. Facing your fears is one of  the most important 
lessons in life. Once you get through grad school, you will have much more confidence in yourself  as 

a person.

You are not one among 
the masses. Unlike in the general 

workforce, where you typically start as a 
nobody, you have a multitude of  mentors 
via professors and staff who respect you. 

10 Things to Know about

Graduate School
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 At the University of  
Texas, the College of  Natural 
Science offers all first-year 
students a chance to experience 
something that most students at 
other universities cannot -- the 
Freshman Research Initiative 
(FRI). 

 In the words of  Zach 
Thomas, a current UGS 
mentor, 

“FRI offers such a unique 
experience by providing 
freshmen students with 
the opportunity to get 
involved with cutting-
edge, hands-on, and 
original publishable 
research.”  

The fields of  research for 
the streams offered are: 
chemistry, biochemistry, 
nanotechnology, molecular 
biology, physics, astronomy 
and computer science. This 
research experience helps 
students establish a foundation 
in experimental techniques, 

lab experience, and provides 
them with a possibility of  
publications to propel them 
to upper-division research. 
In the words of  sophomore 
Sreyas Mahadevan, a current 
researcher in Aptamers, 
FRI has been a fantastic 
experience in learning the 
basic ins and outs of  research 
in transferable techniques and 
modes of  analysis -- skills that 
are ubiquitous in many areas 
of  science. 

          The FRI program course 
sequence is a three-semester 
program. The first semester 
offers students a UGS three 
hour credit that revolves around 
students performing inquiries and 
performing their own scientific 
research ranging in all aspects of  
science. Following this semester, 
students that continue apply 
for and are placed in specific 
research streams in which they 
can complete unique research 
for a year. After completing their 
research stream experience, 
many students continue on 
to upper-division research in 
faculty jobs and even to research-

based industry internships. FRI 
develops students into individuals 
who are ideally suited to find a 
job, get into graduate school, 
and have lifelong careers in the 
sciences.  
         On top of  providing 
invaluable skills in research, FRI 
is able to provide countless other 
necessary skills that are necessary 
for success. Zach outlines that, as 
a mentor, he pushes his students in 
multiple facets such as developing 
great critical thinking skills and 
being able to communicate those 
ideas in a group setting and 
even to the professor. For Sreyas 
Mahadevan, the FRI experience 
has shown him that research 
requires a great deal of  patience 
and personal investment. Many 
things don’t always work out, 
but as a researcher, you must 
continue moving forward for 
the sake of  the big picture.  Any 
further questions on how to apply 
for FRI can be answered by an 
advisor or the FRI website at 
https://cns.utexas.edu/fri.

freshman
RESEARCH INITIATIVE

Written by Nathan Harmon
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 An engineering co-op 
internship is a program to gain 
significant real-world experience 
during the academic year. 
After taking 28 credit hours of 
coursework, any engineering 
student is eligible to apply for 
the program. According to the 
Cockrell School of Engineering, 
the program allows students to 
take on difficult assignments, 
receive mentoring, earn a salary, 
and network with engineers in 
the field. The last point seems to 
be a particularly salient point for 
students; according to “Caelie,” 
a student featured on the 
Engineering website, completing 
the co-op allowed her to 

“negotiate a higher 
starting salary after 
graduation.”

 Beyond the salary, however, 
the main advantage of the 
program is the experience that 
students gain. Former mechanical 
engineering major Hannah 
Bradley selected and designed 
window material for Orion, a 
NASA spacecraft, during her 
co-op internship. As a result of 
her work, NASA offered her a 
full-time job after graduation. 
To recognize her achievements 
during her co-op internship, UT 
Austin nominated her for the 
Cooperative Education Student 
Achievement Award.
 There are also fringe benefits 
such as better grades – associated 
with attending co-ops. “Michael,” 
another student featured on the 

Engineering website, said that he 
earned higher grades and took a 
different, more realistic outlook 
on his career after completing 
three semesters of an engineering 
co-op. Academics and real-world 
experience, he emphasized by 
putting on a graduation robe, go 
hand in hand with an engineering 
degree.
 However, participating in 
a co-op poses some challenges 
that dissuade some students from 
joining the program. For example, 
students may take longer than four 
years to graduate; scholarships 
and financial aid may also be 
adversely affected. Sometimes, 
the co-op -- which often takes 
place away from home and away 
from campus -- may not even 
turn out to be the right fit for the 
student. 

CO
OP
Engineering

Written by Caleb Wong
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 Before going abroad for 
the semester, Benhacine had 
taken French 317C, which 
follows the intermediate 
classes. “I took all my classes in 
French, so I improved a whole 
lot that semester, so I can very 
comfortably be in a classroom 
setting and have conversations in 
French,” Benhacine shared.
 Benhacine said her experience of  
attending a school of  2,500 required 
a little adjustment. “Everything 
there was a little less formal and less 
organized than UT,” Benhacine said. 
“I got really close to my professors 
because of  the smaller class sizes.”
 After spending a semester in 
Toulouse, Benhacine said her view of  
France has changed from her initial 
romanticized image of  the country. “I 
still think it’s an amazing country but it’s 
a place where you and me live and go to 
school and go to work,” Benhacine said. 

S
TU

D
Y

 Hordern ventured to Germany 
this past summer on a faculty-
led Maymester program for an 
engineering design and graphics 
class. “We were learning how to 
draft and how to use a program 
that would transfer to 3-D printing, 
Hordern said. “We were there for 
a month and would attend class 
4 days a week. I’ve been abroad 
before in high school, but what I 
liked about the Maymester is that 
you’re there with a professor, and 
you’re there for a month. You only 
have one class and it’s really chill. 
You have more time to explore the 
area and get immersed in the class.”
Unable to eat some of  Germany’s 
most popular foods, Hordern 
initially faced the challenge of  
discovering alternative menu 
options. “I can’t eat pork and 
Germany is all about bratwurst 

and sausages, but after the initial 
shock of  ‘What am I going to 
eat?’ you realize they have 
options,” Hordern said. 
“They have more options 
than you’re aware of  when 
you get into the country.”

Eric Gonzalez 
in Anakara, 

Turkey
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Lylia 
Benhacine

AEROSPACE, SENIOR
 Before going abroad for 
the semester, Benhacine had 
taken French 317C, which 
follows the intermediate 
classes. “I took all my classes in 
French, so I improved a whole 
lot that semester, so I can very 
comfortably be in a classroom 
setting and have conversations in 
French,” Benhacine shared.
 Benhacine said her experience of  
attending a school of  2,500 required 
a little adjustment. “Everything 
there was a little less formal and less 
organized than UT,” Benhacine said. 
“I got really close to my professors 
because of  the smaller class sizes.”
 After spending a semester in 
Toulouse, Benhacine said her view of  
France has changed from her initial 
romanticized image of  the country. “I 
still think it’s an amazing country but it’s 
a place where you and me live and go to 
school and go to work,” Benhacine said. 
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 Gonzales pursued a 
summer program at Middle 
East Technical University to 
gauge his interests in Energy 
Systems and Renewable 
Energy, a technical core of  
Electrical Engineering. 
 “The class [I took] is based on 
solar energy,” Gonzales said. 
“One of  the tracks of  EE is 
solar power so at that point, 
it was a way for me to see if  I 
liked energy.”
 Before going to abroad, 
Gonzales said he had very little 
experience with the Turkish 
language, but returned to the 
States with a basic working 
proficiency of  the language.
“We also had a Turkish 
language class,” Gonzales 
explained. “After interacting 
with Turkish students as well, 
I’d say I know Turkish at a 
basic level.”
Gonzales said he wanted to 
go abroad since starting at 
UT and began exploring his 
options with the International 
Engineering Education office.
 “Since I got to UT I looked 
into it, talked to Helena 
she helped me out with the 
process,” Gonzales recalled. 
“She started me on planning 
early. My first semester, I had 
already planned to go abroad 
somewhere. When it came 
to my third year, Turkey was 
open.” SH
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 Wong spent this past summer in 
Shanghai, China as a part of  UT’s 
BE Global Intern Abroad Program 
at an alternative energy company. 
“One of  my first job assignments 
was to do some modeling of  the 
photovoltaic systems,” Wong 
said, “They had me forecasting 
throughout the day what the 
system should be doing.”
 Having lived in Texas his 
entire life, Wong said he wanted 
to take advantage of  the abroad 
programs, which he believes 
are essential to the college 
experience. “I think this was 
a good time to go abroad 
specifically to China, because 
my family is from China. I’m 
the first in my family to go to 
the mainland. This was the 
safest and easiest way for me 
to travel.”
 Wong said his 
Chinese speaking abilities 
have improved after 
interning in Shanghai. 
“We spoke English at the 
office, so it was hard for 
me to use Chinese most 
of  the day, but [now] if  
I have to speak Chinese, 
I’m more comfortable 
speaking it,” Wong 
said. “It’s still a foreign 
language, but I’m 
more comfortable 
speaking it.”
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 Rose spent 
a summer in Delft, 
Netherlands after her 
sophomore year of  
college taking Concepts 
in Nuclear and 
Radiation Engineering 
taught by a UT professor 
in the Mechanical 
Engineering Department. 
“I just wanted to go to 
travel somewhere I picked 
a class. I wanted to see 
Europe I wanted to go—
and not go on a family 
vacation.  I wanted to do 
something fun myself.”
 Prior to spending a 
summer abroad, Rose said 
she did not have experience 
with the Dutch language. 
“I didn’t learn Dutch but 
there are a lot of  words and 
phrases you do pick up,” Rose 
said. “Dutch is very similar to 
English. Both are Germanic 
languages.”
For students who are interested 
in going on the program in the 
future, Rose has one piece of  
advice. “When you get there, get 
a bike,” Rose said. “You think a 
month isn’t long, but everyone in 
the Netherlands bikes. So get a 
bike.”
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For most students, coming back for the fall semester meant easing back into UT life while relearning 
how to juggle courses, student orgs, and social lives. For engineers, it meant more: the job hunt 
was upon us. This hunting season was easy for some who simply accepted offers from companies 
with which they’ve already interned. For others, the season meant revamping resumes, ordering 
business cards, and mentally preparing for two grueling days of approaching recruiters at EXPO.
While advice for getting an internship for the summer of 2015 may seem too little too 
late at this point in the year, do not despair! While application opportunities seem to be 
thinning as many students finalize their employment plans, it’s never too late to find work.

DON’T PANIC
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Many companies, both large and small, don’t open applications for 
their internship programs until the spring anyway.
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Even more companies reopen applications in the spring to fill spots 
in their programs that have opened because of increased funding, 
students declining offers, etc.

You still have spring EXPO to talk to all of these companies!

If you find yourself without any internship offers even after the spring 
job hunt, it still isn’t the end of the world. You don’t have to have a 
summer internship at all! 
Moreover: 
Not having an internship can give you time to do other things you’d 
like to get done (and beef up that resume so you can for sure get an 
internship for summer 2016).

Tips for the Internship Hunt and for Making the Most of Your Summer
By Henry Merschat
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So, there you have it. If you want an internship, you still have plenty of opportunities. 
If you don’t want one and/or don’t manage to find one, make sure you still do 
something valuable with your time! There’s nothing worse than wasting your summer 
and having nothing interesting to talk about when you come back to school next fall.

If your next logical step is to ask, “but Henry, what else could I possibly do with my 
summer?” 

Fear not, for I have compiled a list.

Try and find a different job – go work at a summer camp 
or at a restaurant or in a store or something! You’ll make 
money and feel like a real adult.

Go to summer school – get that daunting physics/statics/
whatever class out of the way so your next semester is more 

chill! 

If you’re feeling extra daring, you can take 
a full course load over the summer and get 
your business foundations certificate out 
of the way.

Study abroad! Summer (especially 
the summer after your freshman year, 
because you’ve got the least pressure 
to find an internship) is the best time 
for this! Be sure to apply if you’re even 
considering it – this isn’t the kind of 
thing you want to regret missing out 
on after you graduate.

Drum corps (if you don’t know what it 
is, don’t worry about it).
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DO
INCREDIBLE
THINGS.

Send your articles and ideas to vector@sec.engr.utexas.edu


