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Dear Reader,

VECTOR IS BACK! We hope you’re as excited as we are about the first 
issue of  the year. With some great new additions to the staff, this issue 
is the perfect kickoff  to a great year for all of  us “Engineers in Austin.”
 No matter how much we adore solid mechanics lectures and 
late nights in the lab, being engineering students is not all that we are. 
Living in the heart of  Texas has perks even beyond attending the best 
engineering school around. We have access to the largest music festivals, 
the most eclectic culture, and certainly the most mouth-watering food.  
 In this issue we introduce freshmen and re-acquaint upperclass 
students with Austin’s hot-spots for dining, recreation, shopping, study-
ing, and entertainment. You’ll discover the 24-hour cafe that some stu-
dents call home, the food truck that even The Food Network couldn’t 
resist, and the outlet mall that will singlehandedly fill your closet. What 
more could make you happier to be in Austin?
 Even though we all have Austin pride, some students choose to 
share their pride overseas. You’ll learn about the study abroad experi-
ence and how you can be an engineer across the world. There are so 
many opportunities open to us as engineering students, and we hope 
you’re ready to dive in!
 This issue is the first to be written entirely by only Vector staff; 
we wanted introduce you to our tastes, interests, and perspectives as stu-
dent writers. Next issue, look for student organization updates and cool 
articles submitted by organization representatives and SEC members-
at-large--we always appreciate their contributions! 
 If  you, too, enjoyed this issue and want to join our staff, don’t 
hesitate to contact us at vector@sec.engr.utexas.edu. 
 On behalf  of  the entire staff, we hope you enjoy this issue and 
discover how great it is to be “An Engineer in Austin!”

Hook ‘Em!

Lucy Xie and Arnold Hechanova, Editors-in-Chief
vector@sec.engr.utexas.edu

Austin...
The Home of a Longhorn

Vector is the student engineering 
magazine on campus. Published by 
the Student Engineering Council, 
Vector is completely written, managed, 
and designed by students for students. 
With issues dating back to 1971, 
the magazine has a long-standing 
tradition of  serving as the voice for 
engineering students at the University 
of  Texas at Austin. The Vector 
staff  publishes two issues per semes-
ter. For more information regarding 
the Vector magazine, please contact 
us at vector@sec.engr.utexas.edu.



2

DURING MY CHILDHOOD YEARS, I 
remember looking at pictures of  the Eif-
fel Tower or the Coliseum and daydream-
ing about visiting those places.  As I grew 
older and decided to study engineering, I 
realized going abroad was no longer just a 
dream; it was now a possibility.  During the 
second semester of  my sophomore year I 
decided to attend a study abroad info ses-
sion, and 5 months later I found myself  
studying in Santander, Spain.  I lived in 
Spain for over two months, and without 
a doubt, those months were the greatest 
ones of  my undergraduate career.  While in 
Spain, I attended a Spanish university, but 
my classes were taught by University of  
Texas at Austin (UT) faculty and taken by 
UT students only.  This was a great combi-
nation because it enabled me to meet a lot 
of  new people from both Spain and Texas.  
While the Spanish friends I made were 
very friendly and helpful, the best thing 
was traveling through Europe with fellow 
Longhorns who, like me, were eager to im-
merse themselves in a new culture and a 
great adventure.
 While in Europe, the UT faculty 
took us on a trip to visit three Spanish cit-
ies, and we had tourist guides for each city 
to ensure we learned as much as possible 
about Spain’s history.  After this trip, we 
only had classes Monday-Thursday, leav-
ing us with plenty of  time to travel on the 
weekends.  I wanted to make the most 
out of  my time in Europe, so I traveled 
to Rome, London, Madrid, San Sebastian, 
Amsterdam and Paris.  Each trip was amaz-
ing and unique: the food, the people, the 
sights, the sounds, the streets, the smells. 
Everything was different but still wonder-
ful.  I must admit, though, the city we all 
loved the most was Santander -- by the end 
of  our trip it just felt like home.
 In Santander, I lived with a very 
warm and welcoming host family.  While 
at first the idea of  living in a house full of  
strangers was not too pleasing, I am very 
glad the program was designed that way.  

My host parents taught me a lot about 
Spanish history, their culture, their gastron-
omy and gave me great advice on how to 
travel through Europe safely.  They made 
sure I knew what the best places to visit 
were, what food items I should try, and 
even helped me book the most affordable 
airplane tickets. Santander was a coast city 
with very pleasant weather, delicious sea 
food, efficient city bus service, and friend-
ly people.  I was lucky enough to live in 
a house in front the beach so every day I 
woke up to breathtaking views and a pleas-
ant breeze.
 The Study Abroad office did a 
wonderful job coordinating this engineer-

ing program, having Dr. D’Arcy Randall 
(UT’s ChE 333T professor) teach engi-
neering communications while ensuring 
we  had first-hand experience on contem-
porary Spanish life.  Most of  my classmates 
did lots of  traveling as well. Some traveled 
to as many Spanish cities as possible, oth-
ers to different countries, but there was 
one thing we all did: have the time of  our 
lives and become friends along the way.  All 
Longhorns should know studying abroad 
is a wonderful adventure to embark on, 
and with the ample array of  countries to 
go to, there are no excuses for not doing it.  
During my time away, I learned a lot about 
Europe, but even more about myself. Be-
ing so far away from home definitely made 
me more confident, independent, and of  
course, much more adventurous!

Studies in

Sandra poses in front of  Big Ben in London, 
England

Santander, Spain
Sandra Paredes
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CAN YOU IMAGINE a device that can 
build anything? Believe it. It exists. In fact, 
a UT student in the mechanical engineering 
department designed and patented one of  
the first of  these devices in the mid-1980s. 
The process of  additive manufacturing, 
or 3D printing as it’s more commonly 
known, is a fairly new technology; only in 
the past decade have these devices been 
scaled down to marketable sizes. It’s not 
uncommon now to find these printers on 
employee desktops across the country. Im-
agine having a SolidWorks model for a part 
that requires testing. Instead of  machining 
the part, which can be increasingly difficult 
for miniature or highly detailed features, 
you can simply print it at your desk. This 
rapid prototyping was the initial purpose 
of  additive manufacturing. Engineers can 
now save money and reduce lead time in 
the development process.  
 As all revolutionary technologies 
do, 3D printing has now expanded to oth-
er fields and applications. The versatility of  
this technology is attributed to the fact that 
engineers can customize the material used 
by the printer to suit their needs. For exam-
ple, Dr. Rick Neptune and the Neuromus-
cular Biomechanics Lab in the mechanical 
engineering department developed ankle-
foot prosthetics using the selective laser 
sintering (SLS) process developed here at 
UT. This device utilizes a high power la-
ser to melt and fuse small particles of  a 
special nylon powder. The end result is a 
prosthetic identical to their solid model in 
terms of  shape, size, and most importantly, 
ankle stiffness.
    As with all new technology, there is po-
tential for misuse. Recently, rumors had 
spread through online forums about the 
possibility of  3D printing an assault rifle. 
Sure enough, an amateur gunsmith an-
nounced his plans to build one of  these 
weapons. After downloading the solid 
model of  an AR-15 receiver online, the 
man was able to reproduce the receiver 
with a fused deposit modeling (FDM) 
printer at a cost of  $30 worth of  materi-
als. The receiver is the framework of  the 

gun that contains the barrel and all other 
parts. Also, US law requires that the se-
rial number of  the gun be printed on the 
receiver. Contrary to the disbelief  of  the 
online forums he frequented, the man was 
able to successfully fire 200 rounds with his 
printed rifle. Although a very extreme and 
isolated case, the question of  gun control 
already arises in relation to the freedoms 
of  3D printing.
 Despite the questionable applica-
tions of  3D printing, it’s safe to assume 
that additive manufacturing technologies 
will be used for the greater good more 
often than not. A popular and emotional 
story has developed regarding Emma 
Lavelle, a young girl born with arthro-
gryposis multiplex congenital (AMC). 
When Emma was born, her shoulders 
were internally rotated, she suffered from 
excessive ulnar deviation of  her hands, and 
her legs were pulled up to her ears. Due 
to excessively stiff  joints and underdevel-
oped muscles, Emma developed much 
slower than the average child and spent 
the majority of  her first two years in casts 
undergoing multiple surgeries. Concerned 
that her daughter may never experience a 
normal childhood, Megan Lavelle attended 
a conference in Philadelphia for families 

affected by AMC. It was at this conference 
where Megan came across the Wilmington 
Robotic Exoskeleton (WREX). This up-
per body passive assistance device made of  
cumbersome metal bars and rubber bands 
allowed Emma to play with toys indepen-
dently and feed herself  for the first time 
in her life. The WREX was, however, built 
around a wheelchair too large for two-year-
old Emma and too restricting considering 
her ability to walk freely. So the designers 
of  the device, Tariq Rahman and Whitney 
Sample, commissioned Stratasys, one of  
the leading companies in the field of  3D 
printing. Together they were able to cre-
ate a custom 3D-printed WREX device 
scaled for Emma’s body size. Besides the 
beauty of  seeing Emma independently 
roam around and play with toys, the true 
accomplishment of  this story lies in the 
application of  Stratasys’ FDM printers.  
Because 3D printing is quick and solid 
modeling techniques offer great customiz-
ability, Emma receives a new, custom-built 
WREX exoskeleton whenever she grows 
out of  the previous one. Emma has named 
the device her “magic arms,” and consider-
ing all the possible applications of  additive 
manufacturing, 3D printing is truly a magi-
cal piece of  technology.

Have Engineers Opened 
The Implications of 3D Printing

First customized prototype of  3D-printed Wilmington Robotic Exoskeleton (WREX)

Pandora’s Box?
Arnold Hechanova
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THE BUS TOOK OFF, and I wasn’t on it.
 I cursed my luck, that I had been 
waiting in line for 20 minutes, only to be the 
first person to be cut off  from the next bus 
to due to it’s seat limit. Standing in slacks and 
a button-down shirt in the midday heat of  
late September, I was less than pleased to 
be there. My savior came in the  form of  a 
new bus, arriving only 5 minutes later, and I 
chose the prime seating at the front of  the 
ritzy tour-style bus.
 At last, I was on my way to EXPO.
 Naturally, I was nervous. As a fresh-
man at UT, I still was figuring out where to 
study, what food tends to give a girl the best 
deal, and how long I could put off  my cal-
culus homework without losing too much 
sleep the night before. I had no idea how to 
dress – better yet, I realized that I had for-
gotten any semblance of  nice shoes in my 
rush to move to Austin. So there I was, clad 
in slacks, a nice three-quarter sleeve button-
down, rocking some black tennis shoes.
 Thankfully, though with the ex-
ception of  my classy shoes, I more or less 
matched the majority of  engineering stu-
dents on the bus. There were students who 
were even better dressed, and one guy had 
jeans on, seated in the opposite end of  the 
spectrum. Aside from my sneaky people-
watching, I talked with a girl who had just 
graduated, had returned for a visit at her 
friend’s insistence, and decided to go to 
EXPO to talk to a few different firms while 
she was here. She was impeccably dressed -- a 
gorgeous blouse on with slacks and flats, her 
hair well-groomed and confidence flowing. I 
was suddenly acutely aware of  the fact that I 
had not properly dried or fixed my hair that 
morning in my rush to get to my first class 
on time, and that my shirt was less than per-
fectly ironed. I focused on asking her about 
her experiences with EXPO, her plans, and 
how she found people usually dressed – that 
helped keep my mind off  my shoes, at least.
 Ten minutes later, the bus rolled to 
a stop in front of  the Erwin Special Event 
Center, and I wound my way up the ramp 
to get inside. I had remembered my student 
I.D., required to enter the building, and went 
to the Mechanical Engineering table to get a 

nametag. There were colored dots on every 
nametag, and each student wrote their name 
and year of  graduation on it as well. The 
colored dots corresponded to the major of  
the student wearing the tag – cooler yet, the 
company booths had colored dots as well, 
representing which majors they were looking 
for in their applicants.
 I had come with the intention to ob-
serve – I didn’t have a resume ready yet, and 
I was fine with that. Mostly, I just wanted to 
figure the whole thing out so I could return 
in the spring, confident in knowing what to 
expect. Thus, I began walking, overwhelmed 
at the sheer number of  students and booths. 
Every kind of  company was there – from big 
recognizable names like BP, Conoco Phillips, 
Google, Apple, and even H.E.B., to smaller 
companies that I had never even heard men-
tion of, and every booth had students waiting 
in line. Even the C.I.A. was there – the repre-
sentatives of  the organization standing at the 
booth were definitely the finest dressed out 
of  any other booth.
 That was a relief, for sure – the com-
pany people interviewing and talking at each 
booth were dressed business casual as well. 
Slacks, nice shoes, and button-down shirts, 
often even just polo shirts, were the norm. 
Looking at the students, the vast majority 
were similarly dressed – and those students 
seemed to get the best greetings, the warmer, 
more comfortable introductions with com-
pany representatives.
 Leaning against various walls 
throughout my time at EXPO, I opened up 

the notes section of  my phone, listening 
intently to the interviews going on around 
me. I noticed that the happiest looking stu-
dents and interviewers tended to follow a 
pattern: introductions and hand shaking 
would happen, the student would give a 30-
60 second talk presenting themselves and 
what they’re looking for and what they have 
to offer, the resume would be handed over, 

and the representative would talk and 
ask some questions. Generally he or she 
would explain their company briefly (pro-
vided it wasn’t a well-known one) and what
positions they had to offer for the student, 
and the student would reply appropriately.
 Talking to fellow students, I found 
the best piece of  advice was also the most 
common one – “Prove to the interviewers 

So there I was, 
clad in slacks, 
a nice three-quarter 
sleeve button-down, 
rocking  some black 
tennis shoes. 

Experiencing EXPO
A freshman’s perspective

Hundreds of  employers set up booths in the Frank Erwin Center

Nicole Ourso
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the notes section of  my phone, listening 
intently to the interviews going on around 
me. I noticed that the happiest looking stu-
dents and interviewers tended to follow a 
pattern: introductions and hand shaking 
would happen, the student would give a 30-
60 second talk presenting themselves and 
what they’re looking for and what they have 
to offer, the resume would be handed over, 

and the representative would talk and 
ask some questions. Generally he or she 
would explain their company briefly (pro-
vided it wasn’t a well-known one) and what
positions they had to offer for the student, 
and the student would reply appropriately.
 Talking to fellow students, I found 
the best piece of  advice was also the most 
common one – “Prove to the interviewers 

that, even if  the position isn’t directly relat-
ed to your major, you are the best person for 
the job.”
 While I found the sheer size of  
EXPO daunting – 2 stories surrounding 
the main floor, plus the convention center’s 
main floor itself  – it seemed like a fairly 
straightforward task to tackle. It’s surely an 
excellent opportunity to present yourself  

to possible future employers, whether or 
not you actually get an internship. Mostly, 
I found that confidence in each applicant 
was the best asset – the knowledge of  what 
you can do and the ability to sell yourself  
based off  those traits seemed the most ben-
eficial to applicants. As a freshman, my first 
EXPO was a success just for realizing that, 
even though I didn’t hand out any resumes.

Hundreds of  employers set up booths in the Frank Erwin Center
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Austin

Austin has so many places to eat, study, 
play, and shop that it’s hard to narrow your 
options. The Vector staff joined together on 
the search for the best hangouts in Austin, 
and in the next few pages you’ll discover our 
favorites for each category. It’s always fun 
to explore Austin without a reference, but 

when you’re in desperate need of a place 
to cram or a new jogging trail, we’ve provid-
ed you with some ideal locations that have 
withstood the test of your selective peers. 
From one group of engineering students to 
another, this list is the ultimate guide when 
you’re planning the weekend!
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On a sunny day you can find hundreds of bikini-
clad women and cut-off-wearing men along Barton 
Springs’ banks because people love to swim in 
its comfortable water; however, quite often those 
that visit the springs end up spending their time 
out of the water enjoying the very “Austin” atmos-
phere. Crowds gather around the diving board as 
small children belly flop and locals do acrobat-
ics. Crawl up into the southwestern corner of the 
fenced in spring, and find yourself in a drum circle 
or perhaps learning acro-yoga from a stranger.  On 
full moons, enter the springs at 9:00 pm and you 
might even find yourself joining in the traditional 
late night howl at the moon amongst other night 
swimmers. Remember, parking is always free on 
the south side of the Springs.

Zilker Metropolitan Park is an Austin city park lo-
cated south of Lady Bird Lake and east of  MoPac. 
Spanning 351 acres, Zilker Park offers a variety 
of recreational activities as well as ample space 
for some of Austin’s most widely-known outdoor 
events. The park’s features include plenty of hike 
and bike trails, stand-up paddle boarding, canoe-
ing, a nature center, a sculpture garden, a miniature 
train ride, the spring-fed Barton Springs pool, a disc 
golf course, soccer fields, sand volleyball courts, 
tennis courts, and other athletic fields.  Zilker’s 
calendar of events has many concerts and festivals 
which include: the Austin City Limits Music Festi-
val, the Zilker Park Kite Festival, an annual rugby 
tournament, and the Barton Springs diving champi-
onship.   

Want to escape the university and 
urban life in just a few minutes? If so, 
Lady Bird Lake and Congress Ave. Bridge 
is the place for you which is located right 
down from the university and the State Capitol. 

You could paddle across the lake or just kick back 
and relax near some trees with your friends.  In ad-

dition, Congress Ave. Bridge is currently home to 
the world’s largest urban bat colony.  Right before 

sunset after a hard day of studying, you could 
watch thousands of bats fly out to roam the night 

hunting for food and resources. How awesome is 
that?

RECREATION
Zilker Park
Amy Hooper

Barton Springs Pool
Alex Colella

Lake 
Austin
Peter Vichitbandha
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Kismet
Nathan Houk

Top 10 Food Trucks
Lucy Xie

SoCo
Arnold Hechanova

Chances are if you are eating at a restau-
rant off-campus, you are eating at some 
place on the Drag. You are probably 
looking for some place that is open late 
so you can go there after late–night cram 
sessions or social activities, has a good 
atmosphere, is affordable and has good 
food.  Kismet, a Mediterranean restaurant 
located just off 24th Street and Guadalu-
pe, has the ideal combination of traits.  It 
is open till 1 AM Sunday through Monday 
and till 4 AM Thursday through Saturday.  
The atmosphere is pretty relaxed.  Tasty 
wraps or gyros are mostly under five dol-
lars, and more complete entrées are also 
available.  Recently Kismet introduced 
new items unto their menu, which goes to 
show the restaurant is not getting com-
placent.  If you are looking for a place 
that is more than just boring burgers and 
fries, give Kismet a try!

It’s impossible to make a list of best restaurants 
in Austin and not include Home Slice Pizza. 
An argument can be made it’s the best pie you 
can get in the city, but it’s undeniably the most 
famous and beloved pizza joint in Austin. Right 
across the street is Hopdoddy Burger Bar. This 
place is so popular the line to get in is wrapped 
around the corner every night.  These two res-
taurants belong to the famous neighborhood of 
South Congress (“SoCo”) which is a historical 
district famous for its food, retailers, and culture. 
Further down the eclectic avenue is South Con-
gress Café, an upscale diner that belongs on 
every Austinite’s list. For a cheaper alternative, 
venture over to the lot of Monroe and you’ll find 
the SoCo food trucks. Mighty Cone, Wurst Tex, 
and Crepes Mille are a few of the local favorites.

Street food is a definite contributor to Austin’s eclectic culture. 
During the day, food trucks line the streets downtown attract-
ing crowds of tourists, students, and even business people on 
their lunch break. At night, they serve bar-hopping crowds their 
magical cure for “the munchies.” From hand rolls to gourmet 
crepes to Asian-Mexican fusion, these quick, convenient, and 
wallet-friendly meals are the highlight of any UT student’s busy 
schedule. Due to the large variety and number of food trucks 
that dominate the city, listed below are some of students’ top 
picks to narrow the search.

1. Chi’Lantro  A fusion of Korean barbeque and Mexican cuisne. Their 
 famous kimchi fries are the subject of countless Instagrammers.
2. Gourdough’s  Gourmet donuts. There’s nothing better than a 
 dressed-up donut.
3. Crepes Mille  Who says fancy French food has to be served on a 
 silver platter?
4. The Mighty Cone  Any food you can imagine rolled into a tortilla cone.
5. Kebabalicious  Never tried Turkish food before? There’s nowhere bet-
 ter to start.
6. Austin Daily Press  Their sandwiches were featured on the Food 
 Network’s The Great Food Truck Race.
7. The Halal Guys  New York City’s world-famous halal food truck has 
 migrated to the hungry South.
8. Fresh Off the Truck  Modernized Asian food that doesn’t come in a 
 takeout container.
9. Wurst Tex  Undoubtedly the best of the wurst.
10. Hey Cupcake!  Satisfies the sweet tooth in all of us.

FOOD
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STUDY AREAS
JP’s Java
Arnold Hechanova

Bennu Coffee Shop
Kristen Siegele

Joyne’s Reading Room
Sarwar Khan

Flightpath
Rebecca Chen

It’s another late night study sesh 
on campus and you need a glass 
of something to push you through 
that last bit of homework. Don’t 
fret - JP’s Java is right across the 
street. On the corner of Duval and 
San Jacinto, this coffee shop has 
been a haven to engineering stu-
dents and their professors for the 
past ten years. With an alcove in 
the back and patio tables outside, 
there’s a place for everyone wheth-
er it be for studying or socializing. 
The location and atmosphere are 
great, but don’t forget they serve 
great drinks too. Grab a Texas 
Toddy to fight the summer heat or 
try an Espresso Paladino to keep 
you warm during those late nights. 
So before you drive to that distant 
coffee shop, remember you’ve got 
JP’s right in your backyard.

Do you have an hour or so in between classes that you just don’t know what to 
do with? If so,the Joynes Reading Room might be the answer to your problem. 
It is a mini-library located on the north side of campus in the honors quad, at 
the corner of Dean Keeton and Whitis. It has everything you need to pass the 
time. There are shelves of high quality books and magazines lying around the 
room such as Kurt Vonnegut and The Economist. There are inviting couches 
where you can read those books or just lounge on. If you need to study, there 
are big tables that almost always will have an open seat for you.  If you are in 
need of a printer, they offer up to 10 pages of free printing. If any of this piques 
your interest, then head on over to the Joynes Reading Room!

If there were any coffee shop 
designed for a busy engineer, 
it would have to be Flight-
path. This isn’t your typical 
chain coffee shop, nor is it too 
hipster to be comfortable. The 
music plays softly in the back-
ground, the tables are spacious 
enough to spread out your 
textbooks, and the spaces are 
brightly lit. Everything about 
this place is conducive to 
studying. Their food is brought 
in by local vendors daily. It’s 
practically a library inside, but 
there’s also a patio that is fully 
equiped with outlets outside if 
you’d prefer to chat. The only 
downside is that they close at 
11 pm, but in a place like this 
you will almost certainly get a 
lot done before that time.

Down East Martin Luther King Boulevard, 
on the sleepier side of campus, there 
is a small coffee shop nestled between 
Chestnut Avenue and Manor Road. With 
no flashy embellishments or garish neon 
signs, Bennu is quaint establishment that 
can be easily overlooked. Don’t be fooled 
- this is a hidden gem for those seeking a 
fresh and eclectic place to study, read, or 
to simply escape from the hectic college 
lifestyle.

Comfy chairs, smooth music, and the 
smell of coffee make the perfect environ-
ment to relax and study. Bennu has per-
fected this. There are a wide range of de-
lectable pastries and a variety of espresso 
beverages, as well as plenty of room to lay 
out books and notepads. If you are ever 
looking for an off-beat coffee shop to get 
stuff done, Bennu is the place to go. 
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Domain
Lucy Xie

San Marcos & Round Rock
Khushbu Patel

The Domain is one of Austin’s more sophisticated 
shopping centers. Located north of campus just off 
of Mopac, it provides students with a glimpse of the 
high-end lifestyle and a break from our typical Nike-
shorts-and-oversized-tee ensemble. As the central 
hub of countless restaurants, retail stores, busi-
nesses, and residences, the Domain attracts both 
tourists and Austinites alike to its 71 total stores 
and services. Some of the Domain’s highlights 
include Neiman Marcus, McCormick & Schmick’s, 
Zara, and an Apple store. While the center already 
houses several well-known stores, consumers are 
eagerly anticipating the stores soon to come, from 
Austin’s first H&M to an Off Saks Fifth Avenue to 
a remarkably large Whole Foods grocery store. 
More information about the Domain can be found 
on the Simon Property Group website, but a quick 
trip down Mopac is enough research to know the 
Domain is a prime shopping center for UT students.

What can be more delightful for a shopaholic than 
serious savings on designer items that are available 
throughout the year? At San Marcos and Round 
Rock Premium Outlets, all your wishes can be 
fulfilled with impressive discounts from stores like 
Coach, Gucci, Michael Kors, Prada, Victoria’s Se-
cret and more. And for bargainers out there in San 
Marcos, you can save a fortune scouring the myriad 
of legendary name-brand shops spread between 
the neighboring complexes of Tanger Outlets and 
Prime Outlets! Want even more discounts? Check 
out the website for coupons and special deals! San 
Marcos is located on IH-35 South about 45 minutes 
from campus, and Round Rock is located on IH-35 
North about 30 minutes from campus. Enjoy the 
abundant selection of outlet stores!

SoCo
Alex Colella
If you’re going to South Congress make the 
street vendors your first stop, but then move 
on because there’s so many other shops to 
explore. This street is home to Allen’s Boots, 
one of the most popular and renowned boot 
stores in the Austin area. Head a few stores 
over to the cultural Tresoros or 10,000 Vil-
lages where most products are imported 
from villages around the world. Or with Hal-
loween right around the corner, check out 
Lucy in Disguise with Diamonds, home to 
thousands of items including jewelry , shoes, 
dresses from every era, and costumes rang-
ing from Princess Amidala to Robin Hood. To 
further the strange selection of SoCo, take 
a trip through the Uncommon Objects store 
stocked full of a strange, interesting, and 
rather bizarre array of random objects from 
which anyone can find something to take 
home.

SHOPPING
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Outside Looking In
What non-engineers think of engineers

AS A BUSINESS MAJOR, I can honestly 
say I have no idea what engineering stu-
dents go through. My roommate, however, 
happens to be studying chemical engineer-
ing, and whenever I look over his shoulder 
to see what he’s up to, I feel like a grand-
mother trying to figure out what the Inter-

net is. Because of  this general feeling of  
obliviousness, I decided to go around cam-
pus and ask random students what they 
thought about engineers.  For simplicity’s 
sake, I asked my victims to restrict their 
answers to one sentence: the first sentence 
that came to their minds. 

Richard Fang

“Engineers are the 
ones who make 
everything work.”
Advertising major

“I’m an economics 
major, and what is 
this?”
Economics major, upon showing 

him my roommate’s homework.

“Switch majors 
immediately.”
Computer Science major, upon 

my asking “What would you do if 

you were an engineering major?”

“I wish I could 
make that much 
money when I 
graduate.”
Psychology major

“They’re the ones 
we always beat in 
dodgeball.”
Business major
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From Oregon to Austin

DO YOU REMEMBER the whirlwind of  
thoughts and emotions that were going to 
through your head at the start of  your col-
lege experience here at the University of  
Texas at Austin? If  you were an out-of-
state student, these emotions and thoughts 
might have been in overdrive due to the fact 
that not only was college an entirely differ-
ent experience but you were also living in 
a completely unfamiliar place, many miles 
away from home. As a first-year student 
from Portland, Oregon, I am no stranger 
to both the worries and excitement that ac-
company being an out-of-state student. At 
first, such an experience seems incredibly 
daunting, but there are many benefits to 
being an out-of-state student. 
 Pushing myself  so far out of  my 
comfort zone worked wonders for my in-
terpersonal skills. Barely knowing anyone 
on campus forced me to talk to complete 
strangers.  After starting countless such 
conversations, I found myself  gaining con-
fidence and truly appreciating how much I 
learned from other people. I cannot even 
count on one hand the number of  conver-
sations I’ve had with people whom I have 
never run into again, but they have been 
some of  the most interesting conversa-
tions I have ever had. Becoming a better 
conversationalist also makes it easier to talk 
to professors during office hours and to 
recruiters during career fairs when looking 
for jobs and internships. 
 Being an out-of-state student also 
translates into a higher incentive to get 
involved in extracurricular activities right 
from the beginning. Getting involved is 
often the easiest and quickest way to meet 
people with shared interests and find a 
smaller community to fit into. At the same 
time, I also got to explore interests out-
side of  academics and immediately started 
building up my resume. 
 Because I am living so far away 
from home, I developed the ability to live 
independently. I don’t have the option of  

simply going home over the weekend to 
get something I forgot or having my par-
ents do my laundry. I quickly learned how 

to fend for myself. Living in a new place 
once has made me less hesitant to move to 
a new place again for an exciting job op-
portunity or travel around the world for 
international research if  the opportunity 
arose. 
 However you choose to view it, 
being in a new state is a chance to make 
the most of  a fresh start. Go explore new 
places, meet as many people as you can, try 
activities you would normally never even 
dream of  trying, and enjoy yourself.

Anvita Jain

Barely knowing 
anyone on campus 
forced me to talk to 
complete strangers.
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IT SEEMS THAT for the past few years, 
all we’ve been hearing about is these jobs 
getting cut and these professions being 
singled out for layoffs. Amidst the eco-
nomic chaos and financial hardships expe-
rienced by most all firms in every industry, 
a few careers seem to be resistant to the 
downward trend of  job stability. The three 
standout professions that consistently rank 
among the nation’s most stable careers are 
engineering, healthcare, and accounting/fi-
nance.  Regardless of  the economic climate 
or state of  global and domestic affairs, en-
gineers will always have a solid foothold in 
society. This article builds on the numerous 
future prospects and opportunities that en-
gineering students have to look forward to 
upon entering the working world.
 Now that I’ve gotten the preten-
tious introduction over with, I feel free 
saying that you engineers have got it made. 
A visit to the Cockrell School of  Engineer-
ing’s Salaries and Statistics page reveals that 
every single engineering major, whether it 
be civil or petroleum, can look forward to 
a high salary immediately upon gradua-
tion. In fact, the highest recorded starting 
salary for the 2011-2012 graduation class 
was a whopping $125,000 per year. Let that 
sink in for a second. $125,000 a year af-
ter four years in college and a bachelor’s 
degree. Gee whiz. In my book, that more 
than makes up for the academic hardship 
engineers have to endure throughout their 
college careers. Granted, that is the highest 
recorded salary recorded last year, but the 
average starting salary for all engineering 
majors still hovers around the seventy to 
eighty thousand dollars a year range. That 
is still a lot higher than any graduate from 
another major can realistically look for-
ward to. Much as it pains me to say this, 
engineering majors earn even more than 

business majors upon graduation. 
 Money aside there is always a huge 
demand for engineers in numerous exist-
ing and new fields. I’m sure you are all fa-
miliar with the traditional careers in your 
respective fields, whether it be mechanical, 
chemical, electrical, or petroleum engineer-
ingzowever, with the slow dwindling of  
unsustainable energy resources around the 
world, there is a new increased demand for 
innovative, renewable, and clean sources 
of  alternative energy. This opening field 
has new niches for multiple types of  engi-
neers. Chemical engineers developing new 
fuels; mechanical engineers pioneering 
methods to utilize these fuels in machines; 
electrical engineers innovating techniques 
to run technologies off  of  new sources; 
petroleum engineers putting our remaining 
oil reserves to better, more efficient uses; 
civil engineers putting all these together 
into a functional society; and numerous 
more occupations that my simple business 
mind simply cannot comprehend. Need-
less to say, if  you graduate with an engi-
neering degree, you are almost guaranteed 
a satisfying job that directly influences the 
world around you.
 I don’t pretend that I am an expe-
rienced engineer writing this article; in fact 
I probably know next to nothing about the 
work that you do (and it probably shows.) 
However, from my outside perspective, I 
feel that regarding all possible degrees and 
majors, engineering students have one of  
the brightest futures ahead of  them. No 
matter how you view it, engineers are on 
the front lines of  actually doing something 
for society; they are not pencil pushers 
who crunch numbers for no apparent rea-
son. The work engineers do quite literally 
changes the world, and the paycheck that 
comes along with it isn’t too bad either.

Engineering 
Prospects
(From the viewpoint of a clueless business student)
Richard Fang
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Monkeying Around
A student spontaneously walks into a pet store to look around 
at all the exotic animals. As he peaks at the parrots, he overhears 
a customer say, “I’m here to pick up the CAD monkey I was 
looking at the other day.” The shop owner behind the counter 
smiles, nods, and retrieves the monkey along with his cage from 
the other side of  the store. He places a collar and complimentary 
bag of  food on the counter next to the caged monkey, “That will 
be 3,000 dollars.” The customer quickly dishes out the cash and 
happily exits with her purchase. The student is stunned, $3,000 
for a monkey?! The student walks up to the counter and asks 
the shop owner “I know monkeys can be worth a few hundred 
dollars, but why was THAT monkey so expensive?” The owner 
smiles proudly answering “Well that particular monkey can draw 
CAD all on his own. He draws fast concise, intelligent layouts 
and designs. I’ve never seen him make a mistake. Worth every 
penny!” The student looks around the store for another mon-
key and spots one. “Is that one as skilled or expensive?” “Yes 
of  course, that monkey is three times the price because he is a 
design monkey! He can design systems, mark-up drawings, and 
even do calculations for you. He is a useful one.” The student 
spotted one last monkey hanging high behind the counter with 
a price tag of  $100,000. “What on earth does that one do?!” the 
student exclaims. The owner frowns a little and replies, “Well, I 
haven’t actually seen it do anything, but it says it’s an engineer.”

Funnies
Engineering humor and what-not
Compiled and illustrated by Alex Colella

Embarrassing Moment 
From an Anonymous UT student
Like every other student exiting the Physics test-
ing room, I was in a state of  shock. As I walked 
across the next room I barely noticed what was 
around me or even the student walking behind 
me. I pushed on the metal bar of  the glass door 
to leave but it didn’t move. For another minute 
I pushed not realizing I was going nowhere. I 
looked down. I had been pushing on the glass 
window next to the glass door. I looked at the 
guy behind me raising his eyebrows. “I just took 
a physics test,” I said. He looked even more con-
fused as I manage to find my way out the door. 
Clearly he hadn’t taken physics. 
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