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WENDELL WILLKIE IN THE DESERT

Piloted by a senior officer of the R.A.F. in a communication-flight aircraft,
Mr. Wendell Willkie wont yesterday (Saturday) to visit desert air forces.

Waiting to greet him were not only senior officers of wings and squadrons of

the R.A.F, the S.A.A.F, and the R.A.A.F. who have fought throughout the desert

campaigns, hut also pilots and aircrews of the bomber and fighter squadrons of the

U.S.A.A.F* who have now joined in the battle.

Shortly before Mr. Willkie arrived, there had been enemy aircraft in the

neighbourhood. The aircraft with Mr, Willkie flew ever, however, without incident,
and put down neatly in the middle of a camp. The commanding officer of the

desert fighter force greeted Mr. Willkie as ho climbed cut of the aeroplane, .He

was wearing a khaki drill suit of military cut and an American-style sun helmet.

He walked between the linos of pilots drawn up by the side of. the aircraft in

the manner of amm mooting new friends. He shook hands with each pilot, spoke

a few words, and talked particularly with Amerlcans, asking how they were faring,
and' was obviously impressed by their cheerful demeanour.

Mr* Willkie chatted for a while -with the" officer commanding the American

fighter force, and then turned to speak generally to the whole company. Ho told

thorn that he had been seeing something of the battle area. in the desert, and was

delighted now to meet some of its airmen. HI am too old and too fat to fight”,

he said, ”so all, X Can do is to go running round all over the' 'world, stirring

people up.” He spoke of his future plans and then added, "We are going to got this

damned war over quickly so that wo can get back home and have some fu, Good luck,

to you all. H Mr. Willkie was entertained in one of the R.A.F. officer’s 1
messes

with pilots of all-Allied air forces seated around him.


