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"THE LION HAS DONE THE LION'S SHARE”

WHAT WE ARE FIGHTING FOR

Last Thursday we entered on the third year of the war, It was observed rightly
and properly as a day of prayer, I think that it should also have been for all of

us a day of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving because He have been brought so far in

safety through so many perils - perils by land, by sea and by air. How great those

dangers were I doubt if the majority of our people realised at the time. Years of

immunity from invasion had given us such a sense of confidence and security that

even after Dunkirk, when save for our Air Force and Navy we stood almost naked to

invasion, we, refused to contemplate disaster, Our British grit and perhaps our

British lack of imagination stood us in good stead at that time.

Since then we have had successes and failures, but re have never been free from

danger. Nevertheless we have come through and stand today stronger and more

confident than ever. Let us therefore give thanks that thus far we have been saved

the unspeakable horrors, that have fallen upon so many innocent people in Europe -

people like ourselves peaceful and civilised who sought only to live quiet, decent

lives,

But while giving thanks let-us also have areasonably good conceit of ourselves.

Heaven helps those who help themselves. If We had not as a nation pulled together
and stood firm we would undoubtedly have 1 been brought to ruin.

Self-Depreciation

I think that with our democratic institutions, our free press and Parliament

we are inclined at times to do ourselves less, than justice in the eyes of the world.

We have anational habit cf depreciating our own efforts and praising those of

others. Self-criticism is of course useful, but it may have undesirable consequences.

We British people are today regarded, and rightly regarded, as a rock upon which
other peoples less fortunate can found their hopes of regaining their freedom.

If then we constantly affirm that we are not hard rock, but crumbling sandstone,
there is a depressing effect on our friends who are apt to take us at our own

valuation,

Let me give some examples. Believe, me, this is net an unimportant matter.

Because we have suffered some
: defeats and setbacks it is the habit of many to

depreciate our Amy and our Generals, To do so is both unjust and unwise. It has

been done without a full knowledge of the facts. Circumstances quite beyond the

control of the Government or of a General may cause troops to have to fight at a

grave disadvantage. They may have to retreat, but that does not mean necessarily

that they have fought badly or that there -has been incompetence on the part of the

Commander,

We lost Malaya and Burma, the Dutch lost Java and Sumatra and the United States

lost the Philippines, They were attacked by an enemy who had all the advantage of

surprise of geographical position and the power to bring superior forces into play.

But the occurrence of disaster does not mean that brave men did not do their duty.
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In due course the tables will be turned, The Japanese in their turn will

lose their conquests. That too will not mean that they mil not have fought

bravely and skilfully. There is at the present time a great battle going on in

Libya, I am not going to prophesy what mil be the result. Twice we have pene-

trated to Benghazi and twice we have been obliged to retire. Rommel was driven

back to Agedabbia. He came forward to Alamein, He may be driven back again*

He was not a bad general when he was forced back and a good general when he advanced.

He was just Rommel on each occasion. We have a habit of remembering our failures

and forgetting our successes. People remember Dakar and forget Madagascar. They
remember that we lost Tobruk to Rommel and forget that we took it from him. They

remember that we lost Burma to superior, forces and forget that we took Abyssinia
with inferior forces.

I am saying this to you to-day because I know that this habit of self-deprecia-
tion is resented by many of our friends and allies# I know statesmen and soldiers

from the Dominions, who, while appreciating the well-deserved tributes paid to

Dominion forces’, feel that we tend to do loss than justice to pur own men. Actually

70 per cent of all the casualties suffered by the Armies of the British Empire were

suffered, by troops from the United Kingdom,

The Industrial Front

Let me give another'example. Our industrial effort in this war has been a

great achievement, Our workers, our managers and our technicians have done wonders,
I know that visitors, experienced industrialists from the; other side of the Atlantic,
haverbeen greatly impressed by what we have done. Yet too often we hear nothing
but complaints about things that have gone wrong and charges against workers and

others not having done all that they should. The result is that the great achieve-

ments of the majority are hardly mentioned in comparison with the failing of the few.

In an admirable report just issued on the Women’s Services there is a good
phrase "Virtue has no gossip value". That might be applied to industrial work as

well as to the Women’s Services. I should be the last to belittle the great con-

tributions made to our industrial effort by the Dominions, India and the Colonies

and by, the United States of America, but It is right to say that in the provision
of the materials for making war the old Lion has done the lion’s share of

*

the Work. -

during these critical years, ■ : . ;-w :
..
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We arc rightly grateful for the munitions that , have come from America under

the generous terms of Lend-Lease,. .That •stream is swelling into a flood, but it is

the. fact that up to the spring of this ..year the''war production of this little country

was still greater than that of the mighty United States. Nor has the support given
been, all one way. We have supplied inventions and’special machinery while our ships
and planes have helped the United States to deal with the .submarine menace in the /

Caribbean,

Land Produce

Let-us have a look' at some of the things which we have .done, ’ let us put first

things first and deal with our daily bread. ■ What have our, farmers and 'land-workers
done? Despite the many years of neglect, despite the drain of skilled labour from

the land, despite all the disadvantages of wartime, wo have immensely increased our

supply of home-grown food, end food grown at home saves that vital thing'- shipping

space,

We arc now producing something like two-thirds of our food requirements from

our home production. We have brought under the plough 6 millions of extra acres,

Wc have to-day not only more arable land than at the end of the last var, but more

than wc have had for many decades. Our production of wheal, barley and oats has gone

up by 50 per cent. In the first 6 months of 1942 our milk production, despite the

difficulty of getting imported feeding stuffs, was 10 million gallons more than the

pre-war average. Don’t let us forget cither the great contribution made by the

allotments, which have been doubled in number during the war, and by the produce of

private gardens, the result in the main of the work of men and women already doing
their full share in other fields of activity. When one considers this great effort

at increasing our food supplies and considers the other war work, A.R.P., Home Guards
and the like in which the rural population take their part, wo may well say, "Hats

off tc the men and ’women of the countryside for a. great job."

/Factories



- 3 -

Factories and Shipyards

What about the industrial workers? Two out of every, three Britishers

between the ages of 14 and 65 are doing full time war, work, 22 million men

and women, Are they working well? I could take up the whole time of this

meeting by giving instances. I will only give a few. between January 1941

and June 1942 each worker in the engineering and allied trades on the average
increased his or her output by one-third, In a year the production of guns
has doubled. In August 1942 one ordnance factory had a monthly-output: of

guns equal to three-quarters. of the total production in all the factories

at the end of the lastwar.

I hear criticism of British shipbuilding, but it is worthnoting that

with fewer yards and less labour, and despite the handicap of the, blackout,
we produced more tonnage last year than in the best year of the last war.

Surely, taking one thing with another, we have a right to be proud of our
industria effort.

Unity of the Empire

Let me take another example. We have, I think, got into the habit of

belittling and even apologising for our achievements in building up our

overseas Empire. That there have been black pages in our history no one will

deny. But there is the other side. It is all right to point out

imperfections, but in this world perfection: is seldom obtained. A1l our
accomplishments are only relatively, not absolutely successful.

Our British Commonwealth of Nations is an example to the world of something

entirely new; a union of free peoples, inspired by common ideals, wherein

no single partner is dominant over the rest. Its unity rests on their consent.

Yet when we had to declare war against Nazi Germany, when, the testing time

came, Canada, Australia, New Zealand. and South Africa, moved by no compulsion
but of their own volition, instantly took their places by our side.

Here indeed is a wonderful evolution from the old Imperialist conception
of a ruling country with subordinate colonies subject to its will. Cur

British Commonwealth does show, not in theory only, but in actual practice,
the exact contrast to the Nazi conception of a world order.

Colonial Advancement

We can trace the sane evolution in our Colonies. We are far to-day
from the old conception of Colonies as countries inhabited by subject

races, exploited for the sole advantage of the dominant Power. Everyone

in this country now accepts the principle that those Colonies- must be
.

administered primarily in the interests of their own inhabitants. and

increasingly by their own nationals. That there have been great evils in

the past no one will deny, that even to-day much remains to be done is certain,

but even if- one has not arrived, it is a great thing to be on the right path.

If we have not achieved, all we could wish we have at least- done as much

as many and more than most colonising ;powers to, give an honest and

enlightened administration and to raise the standards of backward people* It

has indeed heeh our better practice that has set the standardly which

we are criticized whenever we have failed to maintain it,
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The Indian Problem

I would say one word here about India* I think that we have made many

mistakes in our treatment of the Indian problem. But two things stand out*

First, that we have given India more than a century of internal peace and good
government - a thing never known in her history, unloss one accepts the

traditions of the rule of King Asoka in the far distant, dim past* And

secondly, that we have during the last five and twenty years made immense

progress towards Indian self-government, and that further advance is held back

not by us, but by disagreements among the Indians themselves and by the intrinsic

difficulties of the problem of introducing democracy into a country of over

3 hundred million people, divided by language,, religion and race, at all stages

of civilisation from the Rolls Royce to the bullock cart.

The practical proposals which the British Government put forward in order

to implement our long-standing policy of giving India complete self-government

were boldly and wisely conceived, We had to make --those proposals because Indian

politicians could not agree among themselves. They were rejected for the same

reason. The vast majority of the Indian people have remained unaffected by the

dangerous and irresponsible campaign which the Congress has supported, and on

every field of battle Indian troops have shown their loyalty, steadfastness and

valour,

Misconceptions about the Far Past

I should like here to contradict a statement that is sometimes made - that

we lost Burma because we 'did not give the Burmese people self-government, and that

the Burmese people wore on the side of Japan, Both statements arc false, When

Japan invaded Burma a Burmese Ministry was in power supported by an elected

legislature. They stood firmly by their duty. Among the Burmese people there

wore but a few, only a few, quislings who helped the enemy.

Similarly in Malaya it is not true that the bulk of the population helped

the Japanese, though at first that impression was created because the Japanese
not infrequently disguised themselves as Malays* Here again there ia a great
deal of ignorance of the facts. It, is often not realisedthat most of Malaya

consists of protected States ruled by native Rajahs,

In East, West and North Africa, African troops are playing a worthy part in

the contest. It is not right to suggest that the great mass of peoples in the

British Empire are not really doing their chare in helping us in these times of

danger.

Our "Way of Life".

There is yet another sphere in which we have no cause to be ashamed of our

record. We have in these islands built up a way of life free, tolerant and

democratic, We have extended that way of life into many lands beyond the sea.

There is much in our civilisation which cries out for reform, but in fact we can

well bear comparison with all other countries. The real point is not so much the

actual position at the moment, but in which direction are we moving?

I have been a Socialist agitator for 35 years, I have sought and shall

continue to seek changes in our social structure and improvements in the conditions

of our people, I have naturally been critical of the things that are, in my

desire to see the things that might be.

But I should be denying the work of all the thousands of men and women who

have laboured in the cause of social progress if I do not pay a tribute to the

great advances that I have seen during my active life, I remember and took part

in the agitation for Old Age Pensions, There was then nothing but the workhouse

for the old people, I remember the first meagre 5/- and I have seen gradual

improvements.

During the two years I have been in the Government I have seen advances made

far beyond anything achieved before in this field. When I first went to East

London I learnt of the tragedy and waste of casual labour at the docks, I have

seen a gradual improvement. I rejoice to have been a member of the Government

in which a great transport worker, Ernest Bevin, has been able to establish the

guaranteed week and the de-casualisation of port labour, / I have
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I have no time to detail to you all the various services which have been built

up in this country, social, educational, industrial and recreational, which have

effected a vast improvement in the lot of the workers, They have cone about gradu-

ally, slowly and piecemeal. Many of then have been bitterly opposed and have had to

be fought for, but once gained they have continued and been extended* That exten-

sion andamplification has gone, on in wartime as well as in peacetime, and, I would

add, with added impetus and increased pace during these past two years, I hope
before long that we nay weave these various provisions into a coherent system of

social security for all.

Social Changes

We hope to establish freedom from want. Mg are awaiting a great Report on

this subject from Sir William Beveridge, I have seen reforms which were bitterly

opposed at the time now accepted and taken for granted, I have seen a change in

the general‘conception of social obligations, Vive and thirty years ago. unemploy-
ment was still regarded as due to individual inefficiency or fault,, There was no

State provision but the Poor Law. There was no idea that it was the duty of the

State not only to provide for those out of work through no fault of their own but

to organise our industrial life so as to prevent unemployment occurring.

What a change today! No one who has any pretence to political intelligence,
to whatever party he belongs, now accepts the easy optimism of 19th Century laisser

faire. This changed outlook has found its expression in our social legislation and

administration. It will find still fuller expression when we cone to deal with the

post-war situation. We arc conducting this great struggle with a Government com-

posed of men and women of different political beliefs. We are able to work together

first of all because we all recognise that everything which we hold dear is menaced

by Hitler and his gangsters. We are all supremely devoted to winning the war, but

we also recognise that we have to win the peace as well.

It is, just here that there comes into: play the great value of our British

system of democracy which prevents the creation of an impassable gulf between the

mentality of men and women of different political parties. We are a common-sense

nation and accept the teaching of events.

Let me give an example. The Foreign Secretary, speaking in Edinburgh in May
of this year said:- "Peace is more than frontiers and peace treaties. There must

he force and will as well. But peace is more than force and you will never have

peace on this earth unless you have an economic system in which men and women who

are willing to work are able to work end find the reward of their labours".

Atlantic Charter Principles

I know that there were some of my friends in the Labour Movement who found it

difficult to accept the need for forces I know there were many Conservatives who

would not have accepted the necessary interdependence of peace and social justice,

gut the logic of events have now led to the acceptance of the statement of the

Foreign Secretary by the majority of thinking men and women in this country; and

hot only' in this country, for he ms in fact only putting into other words part of

the Atlantic Charter which has now been accepted by so many nations.

I have heard some cheap, would-be clever people sneer at the Atlantic Charter

as being too generalised. That usually means that some pet nostrum of their own

or some favourite phrase has not been included. But in fact that Charter in its

own way is as important in its declaration of principles as Magna, Carta or the

American Declaration of Independence. For the first time in history, with the

account of their peoples, Governments of countries comprising a majority of the

inhabitants of this planet have proclaimed as their ideal great social principles.

Ever since that declaration speakers on both sides of the Atlantic have in their

own way been filling out the terms of the Charter, and it is interesting to see

how in. Britain and in the United States the same note is struck.

I rejoice today to read the speeches of distinguished statesmen of the United

States proclaiming principles which have long been dear to me, and making statements

which are being generally accepted, although I am sure that before the days of the

great depression they would have been considered as most unorthodox. Hear Mr.

Sumner Welles, the Under-Secretary of State:-

"The problem which will confront us when the years of the post-war period are

reached is not primarily one of production, for the world can readily produce what

mankind requires. The problem is rather of distribution and purchasing power,"

/He is
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He is echoed on this side by Sir William Jowett, the Minister in charge of

reconstruction:- .

"Thanks to science and machines the world to-day'produces her fruits in due

season and produces sufficient for everyone. There is no reason why any individual

in the world should hot have an adequate standard of living. The problem is a

problem of exchange and distribution,"

Hear again Mr. Eden: -

"Industry has reached a stage in which there is no necessity for anyone in

the world to go short of food, or to lack the means to. build for themselves a better

life. The problem is to organise a full production and an equitable distribution

for all. Only decently fed and healthy people can work effectively for a better

world,”

My friends, it is of supreme importance to the world that in fighting this war

to should keep in mind not only what we are fighting against but what we are

fighting for.

What are we fighting against? I could keep you here a long time if I tried

to detail to you the horrors that are being inflicted today on the peoples of

Europe, I could tell of the broken homes, of the tortured men and women, and of

the crushing of all hope, of the trampling on every human right in the countries

that are under the Nazi yoke. Continental Europe is' a nightmare today, 'Not for

many centuries has there been a power devoted and pledged to evil, a power which

rejects all the sanctities on the dreams of which mankind has risen-from barbarism,

I do not need to dwell on this theme, though there is a danger that reiteration of

cruelties actually dulls our appreciation of their magnitude.

I would rather dwell on what we are fighting for.

First to preserve those, good things which we have got, To preserve, the

heritage, of civil and religious liberty which we have from our forefathers. Here

again there are,those who profess to hold them in little esteem. Distrust those

people. There are those who talk of freedom, but who if they had their way

would destroy it.

Next there is the way of life which is to me the most important thing of al
l,

for it is the outward expression of the national spirit. It belongs to us all

whatever' our calling and our station. It is expressed in the works of our great

poets, in Burns and Shakespeare, and Hilton, It is founded on the precepts of our

religion.

And next there is our country, be it Scotland or England or Wales-, our

beautiful lend which we love, with all its memories, of the past. But we, are fighting

for more than to preserve the good things of old - we, seek to realise the new.

We shall not put forth our full strength in this struggle; if we keep looking

back to the past. We must look forward to the future, Wc must realise that this

war, the fact of this war, has meant that the march of human progress has been

halted. The energies that ought to have been used for construction have been

used for destruction. The wealth of the world is being prodigally wasted. When

this war has been won we must resume that forward march but- we shall find the way

hard and stony. In the days that, follow, victory we shall need all our resolution,

all our self-sacrifice, all our devotion to carry us through the difficult period of

transition,

Post-War Problems

I do not believe in speaking smooth things, to-you, We are an adult nation

and can face facts. The war is not yet won. We may yet; have hard times ahead,

though I am completely confident in victory. After victory we shall find an

impoverished world, a disordered worlds.

/Life



Life will not be too easy. The power of recuperation is, however, immense, I

remember how quickly after the last war the ruined villages of Belgium were

rebuilt and the scarred and pitted fields brought back tc fruitfulness. Be

we must deal with the scarred world after this war provided we have a clear

view of what we want, provided we plan What we want, provided that we have the

will to carry it through. We are at work on those plans already, but I want

you to be thinking and planning also, I want you to be preparing for the work

which will await you when peace comes.

How can you prepare? Well, first you can prepare yourselves. Do not think

that at the end of the war everything will be easy. Do not forget the lessons of

mutual aid and co-operation which we have learnt in the stress of war. Do not

look back to the past but forward to the future. Remember that even to-day in

the midst of war we are shaping the post-war world. We in the Government are

necessarily devoting the greater part of our thoughts and energies to the

immediate tasks that face us. But in dealing with war problems we inevitably

make decisions that Will affect the post-war reconstruction.

War has caused a more equitable, distribution of purchasing power. It has

caused us to establish a more equitable distribution of food, to establish in

fact standards of distribution.

In many ways it has caused the introduction of orderly plans into our

economic life. We face this problem as practical men devoted to winning the war,

That is our supreme task. We are working out plans for the transition from

war to peace. We seek to reach a common measure of agreement.

I have no doubt that after the war we shall revert to a healthy rivalry
between parties. There will be, and should be, differences of political
view which find their appropriate expression in political parties.

But at the present time, when we are still in the midst of great dangers,
we offer to the world an example of how, without sacrifice of principle,
national unity can be achieved. There must inevitably be differences of view

how best to achieve the four freedoms:-

Freedom of speech
Freedom of conscience

Freedom from fear

Freedom from want.

But it is a fact that we accept their attainment as our aim, and that we all

recognise that it is a first consideration for their achievement that we should

utterly destroy Hitlerism and all that it represents.
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