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A. T. C. ENROLMENT AGE LOWERED

Now that the organisation of the .Ar Training Corps has become

fully formed and training capacity developed, the minimum age for

enrolment has been lowered to 15 1/4 years. Uniforms will be issued,

to cadets of 15 1/2 provided they have done three months’ service

in the Corps,

The previous enrolment age was 16, but cadets below 16 wore

allowed to participate in training where squadron facilities existed.

This new enrolment age of 15 1/4* intended primarily to help

bridge the gap between school leaving age and Corps service, was nit

previously possible without over-burdening the growing A, T, C, organisation.

There was also the problem of providing uniforms for the very largo number

who wished to join the Corps, It was therefore decided first to concentrate

on those higher age groups which would soon be reaching R.A.F. entry age.

Experience has shown that a general age limit of 16 was not entirely

satisfactory for many school units, nor for small units in rural and

scattered areas. This lowering of the age for enrolment and wearing

of uniform will overcome some of these difficulties.

The new age for enrolment also gives more time to prepare cadets

to reach the high standards required by the recently introduced

examinations for air-crew and ground trade candidates to qualify for

the Proficiency Certificate Part 2. This is the highest certificate

that can be obtained in the A.T.C. The increased ranges and performances
of modem aircraft demand ever more of their pilots and crews, especially
in navigation and their maintenance.


