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THE "KILL” OF A U-BOAT

A One of the most spectacular U-boat "kills" of the war was effected in

the Bay of Biscay recently By the combined efforts of two aircraft, one from

Coastal Command and the other fron Bomber Command.

The U-boat was crippled by the first aircraft. Later, wallowing

helplessly, it was dispatched by the other. As it went down, the air in-

side its hull erupted from the conning tower, blowing out some of the crew into

the pool of oil in which others who had jumped overboard were already swimming.
The crew were left struggling in the water.

It is not often possible for the air crews engaged inanti-submarine

patrols to see such definite results from their attacks by bombs and depth

changes.

On this occasion there was no doubt about the verdict: "U-boat

destroyed."

Here is the log of its last two hours:-

1213 hrs: Captain of aircraft No.1 (F/Sgt. A.R.A. Hunt, of Oxford, who

has since been commissioned) saw "a little black thing" on the water. A

moment later he identified it as a U-boat, and prepared to bomb.

1215 hrs: Wireless operator looking down the flarechute saw the U-boat 's

conning tower outlined in the bottom of the chute with a bomb splashing into

the sea on each side of it.

1217 hrs: U-boat, disabled, with bows out of the water pointing upwards
at an angle, began to circle slowly.

1219 hrs: Aircraft bombed again.

1221 hrs - 1236 hrs: Aircraft machine-gunned U-boat as it slid slowly
beneath the sea, stern first. This attack disabled the submarine.

/1356 hrs:
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1356 hrs. Aircraft No. 2 (Capt. F/Lt. Peter Casement, D.F.C. of Ballycastle, Co.

Antrim) found the U-Boat on the surface, drifting helplessly on the edge of a pool
of oil bigger than a football pitch, F/Lt. Casement was making his first anti-

submarine patrol and had never seen a U-boat before, although he had with him a

navigator well versed in the art of U-boat hunting. (F/O.D. Wright, of

Edmonton, Alberta).

1357 hrs. The aircraft flow so low over the U-boat that the crew could see men

standing on the deck and conning tower dressed in grey woollen jackets. They
could even distinguish one man in particular, "a great hulking fellow." The

front gunner sprayed the decks, and the bombs plumped into the sea right across

the hull. The U-boat was covered in mountains of spray and foam, and when

this had subsided therewas no one on its deck.

The submarine was forced round to starboard, and lost all way.

1400 hrs. The aircraft cane in to bomb again. The U-boat was now so low in the water

that at times it disappeared beneath the wash left by the bombs. Men hurried

out of the conning tower, bringing a gun into position.

1401 hrs. U-boat opened fire on the aircraft. The aircraft flew through the tracer,
and its gunners again shot up the conning tower, killing the gun crew.

1402 hrs. The aircraft made a third attack with guns. The U-boat did notreply.

1404 hrs. The aircraft ran up to bomb again. A fresh crew had got to the gun, for

the submarine opened fire.

1410 hrs. The U-boat began to sink for the last time. Men scrambled wildly out of

the conning tower. They dived overboard as the U-boat dipped below the

surface. Air belching from the interior turned the sea into a white foam,
bespattered with oil and dotted with members of the submarine’s crew who had

been blown out of the conning tower.

1 413 hrs. The sea settled down. Some forty of the U-boat’s crew were in the water

and oil.

1414 hrs. The conning tower disappeared for the last time. The aircraft flew low

over the survivors and draped a sea-marker in case rescue was possible.

Back at the Coastal Command base the crew of the first aircraft wore

waiting tohear the details of the final chapter in the story they had

opened.

Later in the afternoon, the Air Officer Ccmmanding-in-Chief, Coastal

Command, Air Chief Marshal Sir Philip Joubert, signalled his congratulations
to both crews.

The admiralty added their praise for the destruction of another ocean

menace.

Note:-- Photographs available at P.N.A.
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